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NEW GROWTH POTEMTIA# FOR TEXTILE EXPORTS
' B RERDR

NEW GROWTH POTENTIAL FOR HONG KONG'S NULTI-MILLION DOLLAR
TEXTILE EXPORTS MAS BEEN ACHIEVED UNDER SZPARATE TRADE AGREEMENTS
WITH THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA.

EOTH AGREEMENTS COME INTO EFFECT Ol OCTOBER 1 TO REPLACE
EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN RENECOTIATED UNDER THE NEW
ARRANGEHENT COVERING INTERNATIONAL TRACE IN TEXTILES.

THE NEV THREE-YEAR AGREEMENT UITH THE UNITED STATES - HONG
KONG'S MAJOR MARKET FOR TEXTILES - PROVICES A CCIPREHENSIVE AND
INTER-LINK ING ARRANGEMENT GOVERNING THZ EXPORT OF HONG KONG-{IADE
COTTON, MNAN=MADZ FIBRE AND UQOL TEXTILES TO TiE U.S.

THE AGGREGATE LIMIT HAS DEEN RAISED FROM 792 MILLION TO 835
MILLION EQUIVALENT SQUARE YARDS, AND THIS UILL [IICREASE BY JUST OVER
SIX PER CENT ANNUALLY TO REACH 943 HILLICH EQUIVALENT SQUARE YARDS
BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER, 1977, WEEN THE LCREEHENT EXPIRES.

THE AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. RELATES TO FCUR GROUPS OF TEXTILE
PRODUCTS = YARN AND FABRICS, GARHEHTSf HNADE-UPS AND MISCELLANEOUS
ITENS, AND WOOL PRODUCTS. :

WITHIN THE YARNS AND FABRICS AND APPAREL CROUPS CERTAIN
PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE ITENS HAVE BEEN GIVEN SPECIFIC LINITS.

BUT FOR THE OTHER ITENS THERE IS FULL INTER-FIBRE FLEXIBILITY
SO THAT COMPANIES CAN USE THEIR QUOTA FOR PRCOUCTS EITHER OF COTTON
OR MAN-TIADE FISRE, DEPENDING ON THE PATTERN OF CEHAND.

THIS FULL INTER-FIBRE FLEXIBILITY IS IOT POSSIBLE UNDER
EXISTING ARRANGEHENTS BECAUSE COTTON AMND HAN-UADE FIERE TEXTILES
ARE SUBJECT TO DIFFERENT SETS OF ARRARCENENTS.

OTHER FLEXIBILITY PROVISIONS IN THE EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS HAVE
BEEN INCORPORATED INTO THE NEWU AGREEM:INT AND IIPROVED UPON.

THE NEW AGREEMENT WITH CANADA WILL RENOVE VIRTUALLY ALL
RESTRICTIONS ON HONG KONG®S TEXTILE EXPCRTS. FLRON CCTORER 1
EXISTING QUANTITATIVE RESTRAINTS UILL EE LIFTED ON COTTON YARN,
COTTONl TERRY TOUELS AND CERTAIN TYPES OF UOVEN CLOUSES AND TROUSERS.

THE SOLE REHAINING ITEM UMNDER L IIITATION WILL BE KEN'S
TAILORED SHIRTS. THIS RESTRAINT 1S DUE TO EXPIRE OMN NOVEIDER 29,
HOUEVER, AND IT IS HOPED THAT MO FURTHER QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS
WILL BE INHPOSED BEYOND THIS DATE.

IN PLACE OF EXISTING RESTRAIMNT ACRANGENENTS, THE COMNMERCE AND
INDUSTRY DEPARTIENT WILL EXTEND ITS SURVEILLANCE MEASURES €0 AS TO
. PROVIDE ANl ACCURATE FORWARD PICTURE OF EXFORT TRENDS FOR EOTH THE
CANADIAN AND HONG KONG GOVERNMENTS.

. THE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN A
HEAVY SCHEDULE OF TRADE NEGOTIATICNS SIICE THE" NEW ARRANGEMENT ON
WORLD TRADE IN TEXTILES CAHE INTO FORCE ON JANUARY 1 THIS YEARf

NEW ARRANGEMENTS COVERING HONG KONG'S TEXTILE EXPORTS ARE
ALREADY IN FORCE WITH SWEDEN, NORUAY, AUSTRALIA AND AUSTR 1A.
CONSULTATIONS WITH THe EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMNUNITY HAVE YET TO
TAKE PLACE.
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RICE CONTROL SCHEHE

DIRECTOR ANSUERS ALLEGATIONS AGAINST
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY STAFF
R ERRERIRR

MR. DAVID JORDAN, DIRECTOR OF COMHERCE AND INDUSTRY, WHO
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S RICE CONTROL SCHEME, HAS ISSUED .
THE FOLLOWING STATEHKENT.

+REPORTS HAVE APPEARED IN SOHE NEUSPAPERS SUGGESTING THAT
OFF ICERS OF THE DEPARTIEENT HAVE ACCUSED RICE HERCHANTS OF PROVIDING
FALSE RETURNS WITH THE INTENTION OF "CLACKMAILING' TiIEM. THE REPORT
ALSO STATED THAT THE ICAC UAS INVESTIGATING TIESE ALLEGATIONS AND
TAPP ING THE HOME AND COFF ICE TELEPHONE§ OF THE CFFICERS CONCERNED.

+1 BO NOT KROW WHETHER THE ICAC IS TAKING ANY SUCH ACTION BUT
1 DO KNOW THAT IF THESE OFF ICERS DID KOT CHECK IINPORTERS' RETURNS
AND ASK THEN TO EXPLAIN ANY DISCREPANCIES IN THE FICURES THEY WOULD
BE FAILING IN THEIR DUTY.

+1F ANY RICE IMPORTER HAS ANY COMPLAINT TO MAKE ABOUT THE
ACTIONS OF ANY OFFICER CF THIS DEPARTHENT HE CAN HNAKE HIS COMPLAINT
DIRECT TO HE, AT ANY TIME.

+NO ONE HAS MADE ANY SUCH COMPLAINT TO ME OR TO ANY SENIOR
OFF ICER OF THE DEPARTMENT.

+AT THE SAHME TIME, 1 SHOULD SAY THAT | BELIEVE THAT THE
OFF ICERS CONCERNED ARE DOING THEIR DUTY IN A CCNSCIENTIOUS MANNER
AND THAT 1 HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE ACTING
INPROPERLY IN ANY UAY.

+IN ANY CASE, 1 PERSONALLY TAKE ALL THE MAJOR DECISIONS
INVOLVED IN THE OPERATION OF THE RICE CONTROL £CHENME. NO ACTION
UOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST ANYONE 1IN THE TRABE, UVHATEVER THE ALLEGATION
THAT HAY BE MADE, UITIOUT HY PERSONAL APFROVAL.

+FINALLY, 1 SHOULD SAY THAT IT IS THE VERY COFFICERS AGAINST
UHOM THESE ANONYIOUS ALLEGATIONS ARE INOU [IADE, UMO HAVE BEEN
RESPONS IBLE FOR THE ADHINISTRATIOHN OF THE NEASURES THAT THE
DEPARTHENT HAS TAKEN, SINCE THE EADLY NONTHS OF THIS YEAR, TO
ASSURE THE PUBLIC OF THEIR SUPPLIES OF RICE, TO PREVENT SPECULATION
AD PROFITEERING AHD TO CONTROL PRICES AlD PROFITS.+

———-0—-.---

/3 ...-‘..




3 %PND&I. SEPTEHBER 29, 1974

LABOUR DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
R ER KRR

ON A CLEAR DAY, A TOURIST ONCE REMARKED, YOU CAN STAND ON
THE PEAK AND ALMOST SEE KOULOON = THANKS TO THE INDUSTRIAL SHOGe

NOWADAYS, ON A CLEAR DAY, YOU CAN ALMOST SEE FOREVER. AND
THAT'S DUE IN LARGE MEASURE TO A SMALL BUT HIGHLY-TRAILNED BAND
OF POLLUTION FIGHTERS TUCKED AWAY ON THE FOURTH FLOOR OF THE
CANTON ROAD GOVERNMENT QFF ICES.

THE AIR POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT OF THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT,
CSET UP ONLY THREE-AND-A-HALF YEARS AGO,) 1S A RELATIVE NEW COMER
IN GOVERNMENT RANKS, BUT ITS IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONHMENT HAS BEEN
PLAIN TO SEE. \

FOR THE SCEPTICS WHO RAISE A DISBELIEVING EYEBROW, THE UNIT

PRODUCES STATISTICS TO SHOW THAT THE PUBLIC IS BEING SHIELDED FRON
THE WORST EFFECTS OF AIRBORNE POLLUTION CREATED BY INDUSTRIAL AND
COMMERC JIAL FUEL BURNING PLANTS AND DIRTY INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES. . .

. THE UNIT 1S HEADED BY DAVID NEWBURY, A HIGHLY-QUALIF IED
ENV IRONMENTAL ENGINEER APPOINTED IN FEBRUARY THIS YEAR.

HE TOOK OVER AT A TIME WHEN THE UNIT WAS IN A FLURRY OF
ACTIVITY WITH THE DECLARATION OF THE CHEUNG SHA WAN-SHUM SHUl PO
DISTRICT AS A SMOKE CONTROL AREA.

SINCE THEN, THE COMBINED AREA OF YUEN LONG AND TUEN MUN AND .
THE WHOLE OF HONG KONG ISLAND HAVE ALSO BEEN DECLARED SMOKE CONTROL
AREAS, PROMPTING CONSERVATIONISTS TO PREDICT THAT IT WILL +ONLY BE
A MATTER OF TIME+ BEFORE ALL HONG KONG COMES UNDER THE OFFICIAL
CONTROL OF THE CLEAN AIR ORD INANCE.

. THIS WOULD MAKE THE UNIT'S JOB CONSIDERABLY EASIER. IN
OFF IC IALLY~-DECLARED SMOKE CONTROL AREAS, THE UNIT'S 11 SMOKE .
INSPECTORS HAVE THE POWER TO ACT ALONE IN PROSECUTING PERSISTENT

OFFENDERS.

OUTSIDE THESE AREAS, THE INSPECTORS MUST NOT ONLY HAVE THE
NECESSARY SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE OF EXCESSIVE SHOKE EMISSION, BUT
ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC HMAKE A FORMAL COMPLA INT

IN COURT.
THIS IS NOT ALWAYS AS EASY AS IT MAY SOUND.

+IN ANY CASE,+ SAYS MR. NEWBURY, +0UR POLICY SO FAR HAS BEEN
ONE OF PERSUASION RATHER THAN PROSECUT ION.

+THIS MIGHT NOT WORK IN OTHER SOCIETIES —= PEOPLE IN SOME
OTHER PLACES WOULD WALK ALL OVER YOU = BUT WE HAVE FOUND IT VERY
EFFECTIVE IN HONG KONGe.

+¥E FIND THAT IF WE EXPLAIN WHAT 1S REQUIRED AND PUT THE
WHOLE PROBLEM IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE, THEN PEOPLE ARE PREPARED TO
CO-OPERATE. :
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+IN THE LAST THREE YEARS OR SO UE HAVE HAD 89 PROSECUTIONS.
WE COULD lIAVE HAD 1,000 IF'VE HAD GOHE AT IT LIKE A BULL AT A GATE.
BUT UE WOULD HAVE FINISHED UP WITH A TOTAL LACK OF CO-CPERATION
FRON INDUSTRY AND COILINERCE.

+S0 WHEN WE PROSECUTE, IT'S USUALLY BECAUSE THE OFFENDER HAS
SINNED BY COMMISSION RATHER THAN OMISSION.+

HE POINTS OUT THAT AMNONG THE 89 PROSECUTIONS IS A 10 TO 15
PER CENT HARD CORE OF PERSISTENT OFFENDERS — +FOLLUTION RECIDIVISTS+,
FRe. HEUBURY CALLS THEM. .

ONE RESTAURATEUR, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS BEEN TAKEN TO COURT SEVEN
TIMES. +1 WOULD SAY THAT WE HAVE MORE PROBLEMNS WITH RESTAURANTS
THAN ANYTHING ELSE,+ SAYS MR. NEUBURY.

THE CLEAN AIR ORDIMNANCE, WHICH THE UNIT ADMINISTERS, WAS
FIRST INTRODUCED IN 1959, BUT IT HAS BEEN REVISED AND ANENDED
SEVERAL TIEHES SINCE TO GIVE IT SHARPER +TCEETH+. DROADLY SPEAKING,
THE ORDINANCE STRICTLY LIMITS THE VOLUMNE OF DARK SHOKE COMING FROM

L'

AlY ESTABLISHEENT AND CARRIES A FINE OF UP TO $2,000.

THE ORDINANCE DOES NOT COVER OTHER FORMS. OF AIR POLLUT ION,
SUCH AS VEH ICLE EXHAUST FUMES. :

THE AIR POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT SEES ITS ROLE AS AN :
EDUCATIONAL ONE AS HUCH AS ANYTHING ELSE, AND IR. NEUBURY ESTINATE
THAT [IORE THAN HALF ITS CPERATIONS ARE DEVOTED TO THIS END.

THE SHOKE INSPECTORS — ALL HICHLY QUALIFIED IN SCIENCE,
HATHEFATICS AND ENGLISH AS VELL AS BEING PUT THROUGH A DEMANDING
12-1DNTH IN=-SERVICE TRAINING COURSE - UCRK ALONE OR IN PAIRS,
HAKING DAILY VISITS TO INDUSTRIAL AND CCIIMERCIAL UNDERTAK INGS,
ADVISING,CAJOLING, EXPLAINING, AS WELL /5 FOLLOWING UP CONMPLAINTS

FROH THE PUBLIC. .

AND TWO OR THREE TIMES A MONTH, THE INSPECTORS ARE FORMED |NTO
+FLY ING SQUADS+ TO TAKE SPECIAL SNOKE READINGS, USUSALLY IN AREAS
. UHERE IT 1S SUSPECTED THAT POLLUTERS ARE DISREGARDING THE LAV,

+THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HONG KKOM3 COULD HAVE FACED A VERY

SERIOUS POLLUTION PROBLEM IF THE COVEINNENT HAD NOT DEC IDED
TO SET/UP THE UNIT,+ SAYS MR. NEVCURY.

+KUUN TONG HAD REALLY GOT GOING AND VWAS SUCEPING PCLLUTION
ALL OVER KOWLOON AND VICTORIA.*

HOUVEVER, THE UNIT HAS BEEN SUCESSFUL_!H STOPPING TillS VERY
SERIOUS TREND = AS THE FIGURES SHOU.
. I THE LAST THREE AND A HALF YEARS, THE ANOUNT OF POLLUTION-
PRODUC ING FUEL BURNT IN HONG KONG = TUAT IS SULPHUR-BEARING
OIL FUEL - HAS ILCREASED IN TONNAGE B 30 PER "CEMNT.

BUT IN THE SANE PERIOD, THE RECOIDED GROUND LEVEL CONCENTRATIONS
OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE HAS FALLEN BY 11 PR CENT.

}'&IIH:E WIT'S L
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THE UNIT's EDUCAT IONAL PROGRAMME IS CLEARLY PAY 1NG D1V IDENDS
AS MORE ANID MORE BUSINESSMEN SEEK HELP Al'D GQUIDANCE.

FR. NEUBURY ESTIMATES +CONSERVAT IVELY+ THAT THE UNIT's
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME HAS CUT BY FIVE TO 10 PER CENT THE AMOUNT
OF FUEL USED BY HONG KONG INDUSTRY AND COMHERCE.,

+IF You LOOK AT'IT IN TERMS OF MONEY ALONE, THIS IS QUITE AN
ACHIEVEHENT,+ HE SAYS.

+HONG KONG'S ANNUAL FUEL BILL IS $500 MILLION, A FIVE PER
CENT REDUCTION MEANS A SAVING OF $25 niLLION,

. *#IF IT WASN'T FOR THE UNIT, VE wouLD ALL HAVE TO PAY THAT $25
RILLION.+

FRe NEUBURY ADHMITS THAT GENERALLY SPEAK ING, HONG KONG'S
LISTS ARE NOT PARTICULARLY ENVIROH?-]ENT—CONSCIOUS. BUT
BY TALKING TO ‘THEN IN THE LANGUAGE THEY KIOU EEST « PROFITABILITY -
THAT UNIT HAS UON A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF CO-OPERATION AND GOoODU ILL
IN A VERY SHORT TIME.

THERE IS A DEGREE OF IRONY - A FEY YEARS ACO THE

STRONGEST OPPOSITION TO TOUGH POLLUTION CONTEOL CAMNE FROM
- IINDUSTR IALISTS UHO FEARED IT WOULD COST THEHM DEARLY.

THINGS HAVE CHANGED A GREAT DEAL SINCE THEN, AS MR. NEWBURY
TESTIFIES WITH THE STORY OF ONE BIG FACTORY OUIIER U©HO CANE TO THE
UNIT RECENTLY SEEKING ADVICE ON HOW HE COULD REDUCE THE SHOKE

POLLUTION BEING CAUSED BY HIS FACTORY.

AN AIR POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT TEAN HADE A THOROUCH <
INVEST IGATION AND CAHE UP WITH RECOMNMENDATIONS THAT KOT ONLY SOLVED
HIS POLLUTION PROBLEM, BUT SLICED HIS FULL BILL BY 28 PER CENT -
SIHPLY BY INPLEKENT ING THE LATEST TECHNILOGICAL HETHODS UHICH 1S
CERTAINLY A PAINLESS WAY OF HELPING MAKZ HONG KONG A CLEANER
PLACE IN WHMICH TO LIVE.

tidtbbbbbs

NOTE TO EDITORS:

FRle JOHN HARDEN, CHAIRMAN OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONNENTAL POLLUTIC'N CEPCOI1), MR. DAVID NEUBURY AND OFF ICERS
OF THE AIR POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT VILL HOLD A PRESS CORFERENCE AT
THE GIS CIIZMA, 5TH FLoOR, EEACONSF IELD HOUSE, AT 12 roon ON
UEDNEEDAY C(OCTOBER 2), TO COIKNCIDE WITH THE CONING INTO FORCE OF
THE CECLARATION OF ALL HONG KONG ISLAND CINCLUDING AP L] CHAU) AS
A SLICKE CONTROL ZONE. TUE SUBJECT WILL BE INDUSTRIAL AR
POLLUT ION CONTROL IN HONG KONG -~ THE PAST, THE PRESENT AlD THE
FUTU e -
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INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTS TO HOLD'ENGLISH EXAMS IN DECEMBER
IS IR I

THE INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTS IS TO HOLD ITS ENGLISH EXAMINAT IONS
FOR CHINESE STUDENTS BETWUEEN DECENBER 2 AND 6. '

THE EXAMINATIONS ARE FOR STUDENTS BETWEEN PRELIMINARY AND
INTERMED IATE LEVELS. THERE WILL BE' NO EXANINATION AT THE FINAL
LEVEL IN DECEMBER. :

ENTRY FEES HAVE BEEN ADJUSTED DUE TO THE INCREASES INTRODUCED
BY THE COUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTS. .

THE ENTRY FEES FOR THE WHOLE EXAMINATION RANGE FROM $65 FOR
PRIMARY LEVEL TO $125 FOR INTERMEDIATE LEVEL, WHILE THE FEES FOR
ONE OR TWO PARTS RAHGE FROM $40 TO $75.

ONE CONDITION OF ENTRY IS THAT THE CANDIDATE MUST BE AVAILABLE
FOR THE ORAL TESTS AT A TIHE TO BE SPCCIFIED ON ANY DAY BETUEEN
KOVEMBER 25 AND DECEMBER 14.

ENTRY FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE FRON THE EXAMINATIONS DIVISION,
CANTON ROAD GOVERNHENT OFF ICES, 393 CLNTON ROAD, 10TH FLOOR,
KOULOON FROM MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1974.

COMPLETED ENTRY FORMS, TOGETHER UITH PRCOF OF IDENTITY CHONG
KONG IDENTITY CARD/PASSPORT) AND TUuO NECENT PHOTOCRAPHS OF THE
APPLICANT (SIZE 2-1/2''x2''> MUST BE SUDHITTED IN PERSON AT THE
ACOVE ADDRESS, BETUEEN 9 A.M. AND 4 P.M. FROH SEPTEMBER 30 TO
OCTO3ER 4, 1974.

CANKDIDATES ARE ADVISED THAT NO LALTE ENTRIES CAN BE ACCEPTED
AND THAT ALL FEES MUST BE PAID CIN CASH CR BY CHEQUE) ON OR BEFORE
OCTOBER 8, 1974 TO THE ACCOUNTS OFFICE, EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS
DIVISION, EDUCATION DEPARTHMENT, CANTOH 'ROAD COVERNMENT OFF ICES,
11TH FLOOR, 393 CANTON ROAD, KOWLOON.
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MNEW TRAFF IC REGULATIONS EFFECTIVE FROM TOMORROW
¥OEREXKERI

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT ANNOUMNCED TODAY 'THAT FOLLOWING
ENACTHENT OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC (DRIVING LICENCES) CAMENDHMENT)
REGULATIONS 1974, CHANGES IN RESPECT OF THE RENEVAL DATE OF DRIVING
LICENCES AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF [ENZUAL VUILL COME INTO EFFECT
FROM TOKORROW CHMONDAY). -

A DEPARTHENT SPOKESMAN SAID THAT HITHERTO, IF A PERSON
RENEWED HIS DRIVING LICENCE BEFORE IT EXPIRED, RENEWAL RAN FROM
THE DATE OF RENEWAL AND NOT FROM THE DATE OF EXPIRY.

+THIS UAS IN CONTRAST TC A SIMILAR PROVISION FOR VEMICLE
LICENCES WHERE RENEWAL RUNS FROM THE DATE OF EXPIRY, AND THIS
HEANT THAT THE PRUDENT DRIVER WHO RENEUED HIS LICENCE IN ADVANCE
UAS PENALISED BY HAVING THE RENEUAL DATE PUT BACK. IT WAS UNFAIR
AND, FOR THAT REASON, AFKENDMENTS UVERE MADE TO THE REGULATIONS.+

NOW, A DRIVING LICENCE MAY BE RENEVED UP TO FOUR HONTHS BEFORE

THE DATE OF EXPIRY AND UP TO 15 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF EXPIRY,
UITH RENEWAL IN BOTH CASES RUNNING FROM THE DATE OF EXPIRY.
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