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WORK ON H.K?S PLANETARIUM BEGINS IN MARCH
% % X X %

HONG KONG'’S %20 MILLION PLANETARIUM ADVANCED ANOTHER
SIGNIFICANT STEP THIS WEEK WITH THE CALLING OF TENDERS FOR THE
MAIN CONSTRUCTION WORKS,

MR. JCSEPH LEI, SAID TODAY THE
MARCH AND T%E COMPLEX SHOULD BE

CHIEF P.W.D, ARCHITECT
EUILDING WORKS WOULD BEGIN
READY BY SEPTEMBER 1978.

+P IL ING WORK FOR THE COMPLEX ARE PROGRESSING WELL AND WILL
EE COMPLETED VERY SOCN TO ENABLE THE MAIN CONSTRUCTION WORKS
TO PROCEED,+ HE SAID,

THE PLANETARIUM, WHICH .ILL RANK WITH THE BEST IN THE WORLD,
wWILL OCCUPY A 7,600~ Q}UQR” ME SITE ON THE FORMER KOWLOON-
CANTON RAILWAY STATION SITE hT Tull SHA TSUI.

THE PLANETARIUM FORMS PART OF THE PROPOSED CULTURAL CENTRE
IN THE AREA AND IS BEING BUILT EY THZ P.W.D.'S ARCHITECTURAL
OFF ICE ON BEHALF OF THE URBAN CCUNCIL WHICH IS FINANCING THE
PLANETARIUM PROJECT.

THE BUILDING CONTRACT, FOR WHICH TENDERS ARE NOW BEING
CALLED, WOULD BE SIGNED IN FEBRUARY, SAID MR. LEI.

HE SAID THE DESIGN OF THE COMPLEX HAD BEEN CAREFULLY
SELECTED AFTER NEARLY TWO YEARS OF EXHAUSTIVE PLANNING AND
RESEARCH BY THE URBAN CCQUNCIL AND A TEAM OF PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT ARCHITECTS.

+THE CONCEPT,+ HE SAID, +HAS EEEN TO PRODUCE A DESIGN THAT
WOULD NOT ONLY BE FUNCTIONAL BUT VISUALLY PLEASING AS WELL.+

MR. LEI SAID THE DOMINANT FEATURE OF THE BUILDING WOULD
BE THE LARGE EGG-SHAPED DOME STRUCTURE HOUSING THE SKY THEATRE
WHERE AUDIENCES OF BETWEEN 350 AND 400 WOULD MAKE IMAGINARY
TRIPS TO THE STARS.,

AN ADDED FEATURE OF THE UNUSUAL DOME DESIGN, HE SAID,
WOULD BE THAT IT WOULD GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF +FLOATING+ ON
A POOL SURROUNDINEG IT.

FORMING THE 'YOLK® OF THE EGG-SHAPED STRUCTURE, WOULD

BE THE SKY THEATRE IN THE SHAPE OF A CIRCULAR DOME WITH
A 23-METRE DIAMETRE PROJECTION SCREEN.

JTHE THEATRE ..ec0vee
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UNDED
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HONG KONG'S WEATHER ROLE SPOTL IGHTED
* % % ¥

HONG KONG'S ROLE IN THE GLOEAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
OF THE WORLD WEATHER WATCH PROGRAMME 1S HIGHL IGHTED IN THE
NEWLY~PUBL ISHED ROYAL OBSERVATORY CALENDAR FOR 1977,

PRODUCED IN A COMBINED ENGLISH AND CHINESE EDITION, THE
COLOUR=ILLUSTRATED CALENDAR, WHICH CONTAINS A GOLLECTION OF
INTERESTING DATA, CHARTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS, IS NOW ON SALE AT §7
AT THE GOVERNMENT PUBL ICATION3 CENTRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE,
HCNG KONG.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM ARE TC
COLLECT METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, TO DISTRIBUTE THEM TO CENTRES
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND TO EXCHANGE PROCESSED INFORMATION WITH
OTHER CENTRES.

HONG KONG IS CONNECTED BY POINT=TO=POINT TELETYPE CIRCUITS
WITH TOKYO, PEKING AND BANGKOK, WHICH IN TURN ARE DIRECTLY OR
IND IRECTLY L INKED WITH WASHINGTON, MOSCOW AND MELBOURNE.

OBSERVATIONAL DATA COLLECTED IN HONG KONG |S FED INTO THE
GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM FOR TRANSMISSION TO TOKYO, PEK ING
AND BANGKOK AND FOR FURTHER RELAY TO OTHER CENTRES, IN RETURN,
OBSERVAT IONAL AND PROCESSED DATA FROM TOKYO, PEKING AND BANGKOK
ARE TRANSMITTED TO HONG KONG.

A COMPUTER AT THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY HANDLES ALL THE RECEPTION,
TRANSMISSION, SELECTION AND RELAY OF METEOROLOCG ICAL MESSAGES
REQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH HONG KONG'S PARTICIPATION IN THE
SYSTEM,

THE OBSERVATORY’S COMPUTER SYSTEM IS USED TO DECODE, CHECK,
ANALYSE AND STORE METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION RECEIVED THROUGH
TELECOMMUN ICATION CIRCUITS. DATA 1S RECEIVED CONTINUOUSLY AND
PROCESSED IN BATCHES EVERY SIX HOURS.

A WEATHER CHART WHICH INVOLVES SORTING, DECODING AND PLOTTING
A LARGE VOLUME OF DATA AND THOUSANDS OF COMPUTATIONS CAN NOW EE
PRODUCED BY COMPUTER IN A FEW MINUTES,

THE NEW CALENDAR CONTAINS CHARTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS ON A VARIET,
OF TOPICS, INCLUDING LIGHTNING, FOG, RADAR OESERVATION OF TROPICAL
CYCLONES, WEATHER CHARTS PRODUCED EY COMPUTER AND THE MOVEMENT
OF TRORP ICAL CYCLONES.

THE DIRECTOR OF THE ROYAL OESERVATORY, MR. GORDON J. BELL,
NOTES THAT THE CALENDAR HAS BEEN PRODUCED TO ACKNOWLEDGE
+OUR APPRECIATION OF THE WCRK OF VOLUNTARY WEATHER OBSERVERS

ND 'SIGNAL STATION COPERATORS.+
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PAY YOUR TAXES BY POST
¥ %k K ¥ %

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE URGED TO PAY THEIR TAXES BY: POST.
A SPOKESMAN FOR THE INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY

THAT OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS MANY PECPLE WOULD BE SETTLING THEIR
TAX EBILLS,

LAST YEAR ABOUT 100,000 PECPLE MADE USE OF THE POST TO PAY
THEIR TAXES AND MANY MORE ARE DOING SC THIS YEAR,

THE SPOKESMAN SAID: +THERE IS NO SURCHARGE IF THE PAYMENTS ARE
RECE IVED LATE SO LONG AS THE ENVELOPE IS POSTMARKED NOT LATER
THAN THE DUE DATE SHOWN IN THE DEMAND NOTE.+

+CHEQUES SHOULD BE SENT WITH THE DEMAND NOTES, WHICH WILL
BE RECEIPTED AND POSTED BACK TO THE TAXPAYER WITHIN A FEW DAYS.+

+IF YOU CANNOT SZND YOUR DEMAND NOTE WITH YOUR CHEQUE, BE
SURE TO QUOTE YOUR INLAND REVENUE REFERENCE NUMBER OR CHARGE
NUMBER, AND TO GIVE YOUR ADDRESS.

+W I THOUT THAT INFORMATION OR A DEMAND NOTE, A CHEQUE
CANNOT BE RECEIPTED IMMEDIATELY AND THE DELAY IN PROCESSING IT
MAY RESULT IN THE ISSUE OF A COMPUTER-PRODUCED SURCHARGE NOTICE,+

REMINDERS WOULD NOT BE ISSUED, HE STRESSED.
CROSSED CHEQUES SHOULD BE SENT TO:-

THE COMMISSIONER OF INLAND REVENUE,

CENTRAL MAIL OFFICE,

G.P.0. BOX 132,
HONG KONG.






