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VEDNESDAY, SEPTEMDER 17, 1975

THE COST OF PROVIDING MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES IN HONG KONG
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THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HCALTH SERVICES, DR..GERALD CHOA,
SAID TODAY THAT IN THE ADSENCE OF A NATIONAL HE Jn\LIH SERVICE OR
HATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME THE EXISTING SERVICES IS THE BEST
HONG KONG CAN OFFER UNDER THE PRESENT TAXATION SYSTEM.

+T0 'I OSE WUHO ARGUE THAT WE SHOULD OPERATE A FRE_F Srﬁ"l“rr QURY
IS 4"" READY AS NEAR l"l FREE SE IWH,- AS CAN DE UITH THE CUALGES lC["JT 4l
N M Ii F&“'J UITH GENEROUS FEE NREM 1quU[j\Ja * HE SA ED

HE WAS- SPEAKING ON THE COST OF PROVIDING THE EXISTING MEDICAL
D HEALTH SERVICES DURING THE Pﬁiﬁ”‘f CLUD CF ISLAND EAST LUNCHEON
tiNG THIS {‘ JEDNESDAY) AFTERNCON,

M. CHOA POINTED OUT T!r“» :"I[ NATIONAL - HEALTH SERVICES OR
NATIONAL UEALTH INSURANCE SCHEM:S ARE CONTR !U'JIDE"

+IF WE EVER THINK OF INTRODUCING EITHER OF THESE IN HONG I{ONG
THE ri"’IPaI CONS IDERATION WOULD LE TO MAKE EVERYDODY CONTRIBUTE,<
= SAID,

+1 CANNOT BELIEVE THERE WOULD DE NO OPPOSITION,+ HE ADDED.

DR, CHOA CITED AS AN EXAMPLE TUE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVIGE IN
THE UMITED KINGDOM IN UIHII"H INGOME [FROM ff[]ll‘f"‘u!.. INLAND REVEWUE
TAXATION 1S APPLIED TO THE UP-BEEP CF HOSPITAL AND FAMILY DOCTOR
SERVICES EITHER BY DIRECT OR IEDIRECT G ;‘u’h RLULENT GRANTS UNDER
VARIOUS STATULZS AND REGULATIOCIS,

THIS MEANT THAT PEOPLE HAVE TO COMTRIDUTE AND FURTHERMORE IN
SPITE OF THEIR CCHTRIDUTIONS TOEY HAVE TO PAY CHARGES FOR
SPECTACLES, DENTURES AND OTHER APPLIANCES, AND ALSO FOR FILLING
A PI'.‘!E:';iIR!P'i’I{JH, HE SAlD, '

THE NMS lH THE UMITED !».I!‘J“T’-O“’J At OTHER SOCIAL BENEFITS
BESIDES M:EDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES NOW ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN
ONE=TENTH OF TOTAL EXPENDITUR !‘: D UAVE CERTAINLY PROVED TO DE
VERY EXPENSIVE TO 115 GOVE l"[l. 4T, HE ADDED,

IN HONG KONG, SAID PR. GHOA, THE GOVERNHMENT HAD BUILT UP
OVER THE YEARS A Uf_f"‘f COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE [FOR THE COMUUNITY,
WHICH BASICALLY CONGISTED OF TUREE PARTS == HEALTH SERVICE,
AMBULATORY MEDICAL SERVICE, At HOSPITAL AND SPECIALISTS SERVICE.

E AS YELL AS
L.

+WE CAN CLAIM THAT THE FULL RANGE OF PREVE lI i
iy

CURATIVE MEDIGIRE 1S AVAILABLE TO TiHE CVER lug R E
POPULATION TN HONG KONG,+ HE S.".I."l'a

v
L
TO PROIVDE SUGCH A COMPRENE '“"“Lr'F MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICE,

THE GOVERIMENTY HAS TO SPEND DURING THIS FINANCIAL YEAR A TOTAL
0F MEARLY $520 MILLION,

&
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THIS 1S ABOUT 8.9 PER CENT OF THIS YEAR’S TDT!"L DUDGET
TSTIMATE UYICH 1S SOME $6,600 KMILLION, 11 RECENT YEARS THE HEDICAL
AND HEALT! DEPARTHMENTS? SHARE OF THE DURGET siIHHr' IS BETUGEN
HINE TO 40 PER CENT AND EVEN THIS YEAR UHE(‘.H 1S GERERALLY RUGARDED
AS OME OF LECESSION, THE PROVIGION HAS REFAILED ABOUT IIJ'_' SAHE.

d1TH $590 MILLION, THE DEPARTHENT FAINTAINS 10 GOVERNMENT
H0SPITALS AND 19 GOVERFMELT=ASSISTED HOSPITALS UHICH PROVIDE A
E-gm 0F 44,903 DEDS, AND 59 GOVERWIENT CLIBICS.

! THE DIREGTOR WENT OMN TO [ f'l ALY WHY- 1T YAS [’ CESSARY 70
INCREASE CIHIARGES FOR i")ﬂ[":” TREATHMENT 1N GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS ARND
CLIUICS AS ANNOUNCED P;'{F[JIL:IQ :

FROM NOVEMDER 1, PEOPLE WILL MAVE TO PAY $3 INSTEAD OF $2 A
DAY FoR A THIED=CLAS % Lr"'n AND AT SOME FUTURE mu[: THIS CUARGE
WILL DE FUATHER INCREASED TO $5.

DR. GHOA SAID HE CONSIDERED IT MORE :P -.O”RMH' NOT TO
INCREASE TUHE HOSPITAL L’E.‘e".r E RIGHTAUAY FROM $2 TO $5 FOR FEAR
; !E] SPITE OF THE FEE REl i!ﬂ.H[Ju SYSTEHM, t COPLE UOULD NOT

1“1 D AND KEEP AUAY LECAUGE THE DIFFERENCE IS TOD MUCH

+HIE !_f.—"ﬁf[’. ACHIEVED MUCH BY KFEPING THE CHARGES LOU AND IT WOULD

C PITY IF IE‘f”r” ASED CHARGES IN THE CLIRICS AND HOSPITALS
3] n|11} PATIENTS FROM COMING TO US AT THE EARLIEST POSSILDLE
OF THEIR !llH:S;uSHA

THIS 1S ALSO THE MAIN REASON WHY HE DID NOT ADVISE INCREASING
THE OUT=PATIENT CHARGE OF $1.

DR. CHOA SAID IT WAS ESTIMATE IE‘."\T AT PRF" ENT PRICES THE

COST OF MAINTAINING l"'n BED 1N A G mf RIMENT HOSPITAL TAKING ALL THREE
3ES TOGETHER, 1S $i61 A DAY AKD ’11 OE.JT*?PPTILIH ATTENDANCE
> THE ({}J’ '.1 MENT \;) EACH TIME. ;

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE COST OF THE DIET FOR A THIRD CLASS BED
ALONE AMOUNTED TO $4.63 A DAY, -
IT WAS THEREFORE NOT POSSIBLE I'DF": T[r (‘"‘VF‘?U“FI‘JT TO TRY TO
Ci

RECOVER EVEN A REASONABLE, LET ALONE A SUBSTANTIAL, PERCENTAG
CF THE TOTAL CEXPENDITURE, H’:‘ SAID.

IN FACT, THE TOTAL REVENUZ FROM THE COLLECTION CF CHARGES

AND FEES 1M .ALL GOVERNMENT NGSPITALS 1§ QHLY ABOUT 6 PER CENT OF
THE ABHUAL BUDGET FOR THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT, HE ADDED.

MOTE TO EDITORS:

FULL TEXT | 'HOA’S SPEEGH 1S AVAILAELE FOR COLLECTION
FROM THE GIS PR 0M, 6TH FLOGR, DEACONSFIELD HOUSE. a

_-I:Il'.lﬂ(}l-l:l-‘lrﬁ
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SPECIAL TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS FOR MID=AUTUMM FESTIVAL
3t 3¢ 3% 9% 3 3
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SPECIAL TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS WILL DBE IMPLEMENTED AND EXTRA
PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES PROVIDED THIS WEEKEND IN CONNECTION WITH
THIS YEAR’S MID=AUTUMN FESTIVAL.

A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAM SAID TODAY PARKING FACILITIES
It THE PEAK -AREA ON HONG KONG ISLAMD UILL DBE VERY LIMITED AND
HOTORISTS ARE THEREFORE ADVISED 1O MAKE FULL USE OF THE ADDITIONAL
PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES.

HE SAID THE METERED PARKING SPACES MNEXT TO THE UPPER PEAK DBUS
TERMINUS WILL BE SUSPENDED FROM 2 P.M., ON SATURDAY (SEPTEMBER 20)
UNTIL 8 A.M. THE FOLLOWING DAY,

ONLY FRANCHISED BDUSES, PEAX +MAXI=CADRS+ AMD TAXIS WILL BE
ALLOVED TO USE THE UPPER PEAK TRAM TERMINUS CAR PARK FROM 6 P.M.
Ot SATURDAY TO 2 A.M, ON SUIDAY. DURING THIS PERIOD, NO VEHICLES,
EXCCPT RESIDENTS® CARS, WILL LE PERMIVTED TO ENTER MOUNT AUSTIN
ROAD . :

IN THE NEY TERRITORIES, SUBJECT TO TRAFFIC CONDITIONS, SHING
HMUN ROAD IN TSUEN YAN FROM ITS JUNCTION WITH VO YIP HOP LOAD MAY
DE CLOSED TO ALL VEMICULAR TRATFIC EXGEPT FRANCHISED BUSES.,

TO CATER FOR PECPLE GOING UP TO THE PEAK, THERE ®ILL BE
ADDITIONAL BUS, PEAK TRAM AlD MAXI=CAD SERVICES,

THE CHINA MOTOR DUS COMPANY WILL RUN A SPEGIAL ROUTE, NO. 15B,
AT A FLAT FARE OF $1 LETWEEN GAUSEWAY BAY AND THE PEAK FLOM ABOUT
7 P.M. ON SATURDAY UNTIL ADOUT 2 A M. THE NEXT DAY.

THIS SPECIAL ROUTE WILL OPERATE FROM PATERSON STREET VIA
CGLOUCESTER ROAD, PERCIVAL STREET, LEIGHTON ‘RUAD, MORRISON HILL
ROAD, QUEEN®S ROAD EAST, STULB3 ROAD AND PEAX ROAD. RETURN
JOURNEYS WILL TRAVEL VIA PEAK ROAD, STUBDS ROAD, QUEEN?S ROAD
EAST, MORRISON HILL ROAD, TIN LOK LANE, HENN:SY ROAD, GREAT GEORGE
STREET AND PATERSON STREET, AND WILL CONNEGT AT TIN LOK LANE WITH

- CROSS=HARLOUR BUS ROUTES NOS. 111 AND 412 wilIcH WILL DE

CORRESPOND INGLY EXTEWDED UNTIL ADOUT 2 A.M. Cfl SUNDAY.

ROUTE NO. 15 FROM CENTRAL TO THE PEAK VILL OPERATE AT AN
INCREASED FREQUENCY TO MEET DEMAND,

THE PEAK MAXICABS WILL RUN A SPECIAL SEQVICE FROM 8 P.M. ON
SATURDAY TO 6 A.M. THE FOLLOUING DAY. DURING THIS PERIOD, A
$2 FLAT FARE WILL DE CHARGED Ol JOURNEYS TO THE PEAK AND A 330
FLAT FARE ON JOURNEYS TO CENTRAL,. WHIELE THE PEAK MAXICABS WILL NOT
TRAVEL VIA MANSFIELD ROAD AND MOUNT KELLETT [LOAD,

IN ADDITION, THE PEAK TRAM COMPAMY WILL RUN A SPECIAL FAST
SERVICE ON THE EVENINGS OF FRIDAY (SESTEMBER 19) AND .
SATURDAY, AND THE SERVICE WILL DE EXTEUDED TO 2,30 hoMa ON SUNDAY,

-—""0"'"-'"’
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TO EDITORS:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, SIR DENYS RODERTS, WILL VISIT YUEM
TCHORROY ( THURSDAY) 'TO SEE DEVELOPMENTS If THE AREA.

HE WILL DE ACCOMPANIED BY MR, DAVID AKERS-JONES, SECRETARY

THE (W TERRITORIES, AND BY MR. ADOLF BSU, DISTRIGT OFF ICER FOR

| l.]‘

SIR DENYS WILL BEGIN HIS VISIT AT 2,20 P.M. FROM THE YUEN
'3 DISTRICT OFF ICE.

=DIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE WELCOME TO COVER

| =
!tﬂ

c'-o--O-:ar—ﬂ-

ADMISSION TO COLLEGES OF EDUCATION

e % §% 4w £33
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TH” FH&I MAN OF THE JOINT SELECTION BOARD OF THE THREE

uu LEGES OF EDUCATION I1S5SUED A REMIGOER TOBAY THAT LISTS OF

SUCCESSFUL. APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO TUHE P=YEAR fh INSE OF
|;n_ COLLEGES WOULD BE AVAILABLE ToRokRoY (THURSDAY).

CAND IDATES WHO WISH TO EXAMINE THE L1STS CAN DO wO ﬂT
THE EhUJﬂFIOH DEPARTHMENT HEﬁﬂhHﬂH?ﬁ[i LEZ GARDENS, A rtr
COLLEGES OF EDUCATION, AUND AT ALL CGITY D'ul“lti OFF ICES ﬂ
DISTRICT GFFICES 1IN THE REYW TCERRITORIES.




b A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN VARIOUS PARTS OF HONG KONG WILL BE
”ll!“gf UlTLR BETVUEEN 1 A.M. AND 6 A.M, ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
WHEN TESTS FOR LEAKAGE UIlL DE CARRIED OUT BY THE WATERUORKS OFF ICE,

ON FRIDAY (SEPTEMBER tw)a THE TEMPORARY f—:":‘f.?,n.n.-raﬁ WILL r-.rrr""
PREMISES LOUNDED BY CHERRY STREET, UONG TAl STREET, CHUNG WUl a,.,
AID TAL KOK TSUI ROAD TO BO u: m a‘: STREET IN MONG KOK, AND PREMI
Iy VONG TAI SIN ALONG LUNG CHEUHG ROAD AND CHING TAK 'STREET.

IDING BLOCKS 11~13 AliD 4‘{5 S 20-33 OF L0 ING T ‘

Ol SATURDAY (SEPTEMDER 20), THE AREA Il VWES

,;ln[! DOUNDED BY 51|ar~'r'n Pﬂﬂ? CADOGAN S

CET TO NEYW PRAYA WILL DE :

DANGEROUS EU!!U!P“

1|l ‘\ }f- \ 'l-F'
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THE BUILDING AUTHORLTY TODAY (V‘“'"°ﬂn¥) DECLARED WO SANG

MATTING fﬁi!OjV, ”Ipilllﬂ ROAD,  LIABLE TO BECOME
DANGEROUS,

I A STATEMENT ISSUED THIS MORMING, THE PRINCIPAL GOVERMMENT

BUILDING SURVEYOR SAID IHEI THE HMASOLRY RETAINING WALLS SUPFGRTING
TH'H SINGLE Sét;if DUILDING WERE FRACTURED. AD SUNKEN, AND
INVESTIGATION DISCLOSED !Pﬂ! FAILURE COULD OCCUR, WITH CONSEQUENTIAL

E“( OF PARTIAL fJLLﬁPSE 0F THE DUILDING,

MOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A CLOSURE ORDER IN VICTORIA
DISTRICT COURT AT 9.30 A.M. ON OCTODER 29, 1975 WAS POSTED TODAY.

i e el e e
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PUBLIC HOUSING: TEMPORARY PRIORITY ALLOCATION SCHEME
FOR N.T. RESIDENTS

e ook ok ok o

The Housing Authority will introduce a temporary priority alloca-
tion scheme for public housing applicants who have been living in the New
Territories for over four years,

This scheme, which will be reviewed at a ;ater date, will apply
to all New Territories residents other than those living in the layout areas
in Tsuen Wan, Kwai Chung and Tsing Yi.

Eligible applicants who have been living in the New Territories for
over four years can apply to his particular district office for a "certificate
of priority" beginning October 1y 1975.

"This certificate will entitle him for priority of allocation for
public housing in the New Territories outside those layout areas," the
spokesman said.

"However," he added, '"the original application reference numbers
will continue to be the guiding priority for investigation and all
eligibilit; rules for waiting list applicants will apply."™

The intention of the scheme is to ensure that N.T. applicants will
get 10 per cent of the overall waiting list quota as decided each year by
the Authority. For example, 100 flats will go to the N.T. residents if the

yeer's quota for waiting list applicants is 1,000 flats.

/Conmenting eeees




Commenting on the scheme, a spokesman for the Housing Authority

said the idea was to give a fair chance to tie many people living in the

New Territories, particularly in Tuen Mun and Sha Tin.

"These people had not previously applied as they were unaware

until relatively recently of plans to build public housing in these areas,"

he said.
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