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IMPORTANCE OF CONSUMER PACKAGING STRESSED

T LR

The Director of Commerce and Industry, Mr. David Jordon, today

£

urred Hone Kong's manufacturing industry to take advantape of omnortunities
to lesrn ways and means of upgradine its packaping standards.

Wis the quality of our products continues to imorove, it io important
thot there should be similar improvements in consumer packarinrm, naviticularly
vien we face, as we do, increasing competition in our export nariiets,'" he
o

lr. Jordan was speaking at the opening of an exhibition of consumer
nachiasine at the Ccean Terminal organised by the Hong Kong Pacliaging Council
and the Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO).

e said it was an opportunity to study and admire what Janan had
achiecved as the acknowledged pacemakers in the packaging field.

The exhibits on display, he pointed out, had been seclected in
concultation with the Hong Kong Design Centre with an eye to tTile narticular
needs of the Hong Kong manufacturing industry.

Jordan said that good packaging was necessary '"bo cell what it
to protect what it sells."

Iie added: "In this age of supermarkets and self-service, packaging
vs a larpe part in promoting and selling the product == it's not just an

toting additional expense.

"The materials used and the markinpgs on the packare must conform to

e legislation of the importing country, and this is especinlly true in

1iorlobs such as the United States and the United Kingdom where consumer protection
interects are active.
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"At the same time, the package should highlight the essential

¥

features of the product. Furthermore, its size and shape should facilitate
stribution, retail storage and subsequent display, handling and checking."
Good packaging had largely taken over from the old=fashioned shop
assistant at the point of sale, he said, and it was important that Hong Kong
should Tully realise this, as we were basically oriented to producing consumer
roods for Vestern markets.
Mr. Jordan said that international recognition of the aguality of the
neing undertaken locally was accorded at the beginning of 1975 vhen

o

llong became the headquarters of the \lorld Packaging Organisation.
assesans

llote to Iditors: Copies of the full text of Mr. Jordan's

address are boxed for collection.

AL e e

CDO SUB-OFFICE MOVES

TTILlL
The Aberdeen Sub-Office of the Wlestern City District OIfice will
L0 new premises at 52-64 Aberdeen Main Road, ground floor, Iong long,

Saturday (March 16).

The telephone number for public enguiries will be chanpged to 5-524429,

The Aberdeen Sub-Office’ is now situated at 200 Aberdeen liain Road,

1zt floor, Hong Kong.
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FLIGHT INFCRMATION DISFLAY CENTRE
ke k kR Rk

L room for a flight information display centre is to be set
up at the airport terminal as part of its continual development programme.

The room, occupying some 900 square feet, will be fully air-
conditioned for the delicate electronic equipment to be installed. There
will also be z false floor for the complicated wiring system required
for the computer to control the display system.

This computer will be connected to all public areas in the
terminal where a network of large display boards with revolving flaps
will give flight information up to the moment.

The system will also be linked by television monitors to airlines
and other administrative offices to keep everyone informed of the
latest flight movements.

Construction of the room is expected to begin in April and will
take three months., The instruments will be installed at the beginning
of next year and the computerised system should be operational by April
next year.

Also at the airport, a temporary link will be constructed at
the apron side of the terminal building.

This will facilitate the routing of passengers while Bay 5 is
under construction in the next 12 months.

This work is also expected to start in April and be completed

three months afterwards.
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MEASURES TO IMPROVE RICE CONTROL SCHEME DISCUSSED
T T

Various measures to improve the operation of the rice control
scheme to protect the interests of the consumer were discussed today
at the first meeting of the Rice Advisory Committee set up by the
Commerce and Industry Department.

The committee comprises eight members representing the import,
wholesale and retail sectors of the trade and DC & I officials.

Mr, Jimmy McGregor, Deputy Director of Commerce and Industry,
who is chairman of the committee, said after the meeting that a full
and frank discussion bhad taken place on measures to eliminate speculative
activity in the rice trade.

Agreement had been reached on establishing a fixed scale of
moscimum mark=ups to apply at the three levels of the trade in line with
prevailing import costs.

At the present time, the agreed scale of mark-ups will be

$20 per picul by the importer, $2 per picul by the wholesaler and $40

per picul by the retailer.

The aim is to stabilise retail prices of top-grade rice at
$2.40 per catty, with lower grades correspondingly cheaper,

Written undertakings to observe a maximum scale of marke~ups
will be given to the Commerce and Industry Department by members of
the committee representing the importers, wholesalers and retailers.

The committee also discussed arrangements for direct sale

of rice to large organisations and major retail outlets.
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It was agreed that the Commerce and Industry Department would
register companies wishing to participate, and written authorisations
would be issued to enable direct purchases from importers.

The minimum sele to companies employing 200 workers or more will
be one ton at each transaction. For major retail outlets the minimmam
will be five tons,.

Mr. McGregor said that Secretariat approval will be sought
to extend the legal powers provided under the rice control scheme.

This would involve a change in the law to enable registration
of wholesalers so that effective action could be taken to stop any
molpractices in dealings between wholésalers and retailers.

In the meantime, the members of the committee have undertaken
to bring to the attention of the Commerce and Industry Department any
malpractices which come to their notice.

My McGregor said that the committee had considered at length
the internal distribution of rice supplies to ersure that adequate quantities
are available in both the cheaper and moré ecxpensive grades.

The terms of reference of the committee are to advise the
Director of Commerce and Industry on the administration of the rice control
scheme and all aspects of the rice trade.

It is intended to appoint one or two consumer representatives

to serve on the committee and consideration is now being given to choosing

suitable members.
Mr, McGregor informed the committee that it was proposed, in
addition, to appoint a member to represent major retail outlets.
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NEW TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS IN CENTRAL

EhEk kR

The section of Des Voeux Road Central between Clevery Street

and llorriscn Street is to be temporarily re-routed one-way to cater for
west=bound traffic only.

The new arrangements will come into effect from 10 Sy ON
Thursday (March 14) and will continue for a period of éhout two months.

The measure is being taken to ease traffic congestion in the area
during the renewal of the tram tracks.

Because of the re-routing, all traffic in Connaught Road Central,
except trams, will be prohibited from entering Clevery Street,

Hotarists will also be prohibited from making right turns from
Morrison Street into Des Voeux Road Central.

Buses on routes 5, 5A, 5B, 10 and 101 will be re-routed via Man
Voh Lane.

On the following day (Friday, March 15) new traffic arrangements will
be introduced from 10 a.m. in the industrial area of San Po Kong to improve
traffic flow,

A clearway system will be impéaed along the entire lengths of Tai
Yau Street and Tseuk Luk Street and on King Fuk Street between Sam Chuk Street
and King Tai Street.

All motor vehicles will be prohibited from stopping in these strects
during the clearway hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.

In conjunction with the elearway system, the existing metered parking
spaces in Sheung Hei Street, Sam Chuk Strect, Pat Tat Street and Tsat Po Street
will be re-designated for the use of goods vehicles only.

Traffic signs will be erected in the various locations to guide

motorists.
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DEATH SENTENCE COMMUTED

& & ok o ok

The Governor, after taking into consideration the advice of

the Executive Council, has decided that the death sentence passed on

Chan Hon-tong on February 26 last year should be commuted to life

imprisonment.,

Chan was found guilty of the murder of Wong Yuk-lin.
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CONSUMER ADVISORY SERVICE
Daily Guide To Wholesale Market Prices And Supplies
Tl
The following prices were realised today (Tuesday) at sales
under the Rice Control Scheme and at Fhe Vegetable Marketing Organiaatiun
Wholesale Market and the Fish Marketing Organisation Wholesale Market ab
Cheung Sha Wan, Kowloon:

Supplies and Wholesale Prices of Rice

Availability Wholesale Price
Grade of Supply (8/catty)

China Rice Average

-~ old crop
- new crop

See Meow
8.C.Jion = new crop
Po llgai
Chu Cho

Thai Rice
1003 \lole

10-15% Brok?ana
A1 Super Bxtra
A1 Super |
Thole (lutinous
U.S. Rice

" Australian Rioe
Palcistan Rice

Taiwan Picoe -

/Bupplies and seesees
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; Availability
Species of Supply

Golden Thread Good
Big-Eyes Good
Squid Limited
Hair-Tails Good
Lizard Fishes Normal
Croalers Normal
Conpger-Pike~Eels Normal
Melon Coat e Limited
Breons ] Limited
Yellow Belly Good
Maclzerels Good
Red Goat Fish ' Normal
Fork-Tail Normal
Horse-Head Normal

Malon Seed Limited

Porfrets Limited

Goroupas Normal

Yaollow Croaker Good

jSuppiies and ap;o-oo
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Supolien ond

L Th o BT
etales

Iholesale Price
($/catty)

Flowering cabbage

thite cahbage Horma
Chineso Tettuce Hormal
Chineso knle

Spring onion

Spinach Limited
fater orecs , Good
iﬂﬂf mustard cabbage Limited

1 ma 4 ».:3
Tomato Limite

upplies end Vholesgale Prices of Tork

& il s e - —————— o

Availabhility Wholesale Price
nf 51 v 19 {( &/ "_"._"‘.'._'!\i
OL ouppLy T [ L1

(Average)

f
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" 300






