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PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES FOR NOVEMBER RELEASED
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DOMESTIC EXPORTS REMAINED WEAK IN NOVEMBER, WHILE THE GROWTH
RATE OF RE-EXPORTS DECELERATED FURTHER. BEING AFFECTED BOTH BY THE
SLOW-DOWN IN RE-EXPORT GROWTH AND BY THE CONTINUED SLACKENING 1IN
RETAINED IMPORTS, IMPORTS RECORDED A DECLINE FROM A YEAR EARLIER.

THIS 1S SHOWN 1IN THE PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES RELEASED TODAY
(SUNDAY) BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.

THE VALUE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS 1IN NOVEMBER 1989 WAS $19,412
MILLION, $640 MILLION OR 3.2 PER CENT LESS THAN IN NOVEMBER 198 '
WHILE THE VALUE OF RE-EXPORTS 1NCREASED BY $2,340 MILLION OR 8.4 PER
CENT TO $30,046 MILLION.

THE VALUE OF TOTAL EXPORTS (DOMESTIC EXPORTS PLUS RE-EXPORTS),
AT $49,458 MILLION IN NOVEMBER 19889, WAS THUS $1,700 MILLION OR 3.6
PER CENT HIGHER THAN [N NOVEMBER 1988.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE VALUE OF IMPORTS DECREASED BY 3.9 PER
CENT OR $1,882 MILLION FROM A YEAR EARLIER, TO $46,344 MILLION IN
NOVEMBER 1989.

AS THE VAJ-.I.!H OF IMPORTS WAS SMALLER THAN THAT OF TOTAL EXPORTS,

A VISIBLE TRADE SURPLUS OF $3,114 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 6.7 PER CENT
OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED IN NOVEMBER 1989.

THIS COMPARES WITH A DEFICIT OF $468 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO
1.0 PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, RECORDED IN NOVEMBER 1988.

PUTTING THESE TRADE FIGURES 1IN PERSPECTIVE, THE VALUE OF TOTAL
EXPORTS IN THE FIRST 11 MONTHS OF 1989 WAS $521,008 MILLION, MADE UP
OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS OF $204,189 MILLION AND RE-EXPORTS OF $316,819
MILLION.,

COMPARED WITH THE FIRST 11 MONTHS OF 1988, IN VALUE TERMS
TOTAL EXPORTS GREW BY 877,235 MILLION OR 17.4 PER CENT, DOMESTI1C
EXPORTS BY $7,698 MILLION OR 3.9 PER CENT, AND RE-EXPORTS BY $69,537
: MILLION OR 28.1 PER CENT.

OVER THE SAME PERIOD, THE VALUE OF IMPORTS GREW BY 866,722
MILLION OR 14.9 PER CENT, TO $515,337 MILLION.

A VISIBLE TRADE SURPLUS OF %5,671 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 141

PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED IN THE F1RST 11 MONTHS
OF 1989.
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THIS COMPARES WITH A DEFICIT OF $4,842 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO
1.1 PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, RECORDED 1IN THE SAME PERIOD 1IN

1988.

COMMENTING ON THESE FIGURES, A GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
SPOKESMAN SA1D THAT THE PERFORMANCE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS HAD BEEN
SLUGGISH SINCE MAY.

THE NEGATIVE GRDWTH RATE IN VALUE TERMS OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS IN
NOVEMBER WAS PRECEDED BY A SMALLER NEGATIVE GROWTH RECORDED IN

SEPTEMBER.

THERE WAS ALSO A MARKED DECELERATION OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS
IN THE GROWTH RATE OF RE-EXPORTS, LARGELY CAUSED BY THE CONTINUED
SETBACK 1IN RE-EXPORTS TO CHINA.

THE SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT, ON A YEAR-ON-YEAR COMPARISON, THE
VALUE OF RETAINED IMPORTS HAD SHOWN MARKED DECREASES FOR FIVE
CONSECUTIVE MONTHS. THIS SUGGESTED THAT BOTH DOMESTIC DEMAND AND THE
SHORT-TERM PROSPECT FOR DOMEST1C EXPORTS WERE SLACK.

/PRESS RELEASE
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FRESS RELEASE

TRADE FIGURES FOR MOVEMBER, 1989

The Cenauns and Statiatics Department has released the
following provisional merchandise trade figures for November: -

MERCHANDISE Domestic Exports $19,412 million
Re-eaxports $30,046 million
Total Exports $#49,458 million
Importa $46,344 million

Trade halance ; $3,114 million [in surplus)

COMPARATIVE FIGURES

Sep B9 to Bep BB to Increase
Latest 3 months Now B8O Nov AR
HE$ Mn HEKE Mn. HEK$ Mn.

Domeatic Exports 59,803 60,068 -265
Re-axports 02,466 80,557 11,908
Totel Exports 152,268 140,625 11,644
Imports 142,015 138,703 3.312
Trade balance 10,254 1,822 B,332

HNovember November Increaas
Same month last year 1989 1988
HEE Mn HE% Mn HKS Mn.

Domestic Exports 19,412 20,052 -640
(% of Total Exports) ({39.2%) (42.0%)

Re-exporkts 0,048 27,706 2,340

Total Exporis 49, 450 47,768 1.700

Imports 46,344 48,226 -1,882

Trade balance 3,114 468 3.582

November Octobar Increase
Last month 1989 1989
HK$ Mn HE$ Hn HE$ Mn.

Domestic Exports 19,412 20,849 -1,437
(% of Total Exports) (39.2%) {39.5%)

Ro-exporks AN, 048 31,985 1,939

Total Exports 49 458 52.034 3,376

Imports 46, 344 4R, 763 -2,418

Tradae bhalance 3,114 4,071 -957

Jan-MNov ‘ How Increase
Calendar year Lo-datbe 1989 9RR
HEK% HMn Mn HE$ Mn.

Nome=stic Exports 204, 109 ;491 7,698
(% of Total Exports) (39.2%) .a%)

He-exports 316,819 282 659,537

Total Exports 521,008 TT3 77,235

Imporkts 515,337 615 66,722

I'rade balance 4,842 10,513

De~ AT Lo [noeranse
' New HA
Mn HE® Hn HK$ Mn .

Domastic Exports 225,382 215,341 10,021
Re-exports 44 042 286, 327 78,605
Total Exports R70, 204 481.RTR RA,R2HK

y 2 487 432 78,088

Imports
Trade halanos .78 S, 4 10,53A0
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TENDERS INVITED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MARINE POLICE BASE
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THE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 1S INVITING TENDERS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE EAST SECTOR MARINE POLICE BASE AT TUI MIN HOI,
SAI KUNG.

THE POLICE BASE WILL BE A FIVE-STOREY BUILDING PROVIDING
OFFI1CE ACCOMMODATION, BARRACK AND CHANGING, DINING, RECREATION AND
OPERATIONAL SUPPORT FACILITIES.

IN ADDITION, UNDERGROUND FUEL TANKS AND SINGLE-STOREY
ANCILLARY BUILDINGS WILL BE BUILT TO PROVIDE STORAGE SPACE AND MARINE
AND COMMUNICATION WORKSHOPS. BERTHING AND SERVICING FACILITIES FOR
PATROL LAUNCHES WILL ALSO BE PROVIDED.

THE PROJECT IS SCHEDULED TO START IN MARCH NEXT YEAR AND BE
COMPLETED AROUND MAY IN 1991.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS [§ NOON ON JANUARY 19.
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EMPLOYER OF FILIPINA MAID FINED
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FOREIGN DOMESTIC HELPERS ARE ENTITI ED TO THE SAME BEN EFITS AND
PROTECTION AS LOCAL WORKERS UNDER THE EMPLO YMENT ORDINANCE, A
SPOKESMAN FOR THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT SA ID TODAY (SUNDAY).

[N A RECENT CASE H EARD AT THE SAN PO KONG MAGISTRACY, AN
EMPLOYER OF A FILIPINA DOMESTIC HELPER WAS F INED $6,000 FOR FAILING
TO GIVE THE MAID HER ENTITLED LEAVE BENEFITS.

THE COURT HEARD THAT THE MAID HAD NEVER BEEN GRANTED ANY REST
DAYS AND STATUTORY HOLIDAYS THROUGHOUT HER PERIOD OF EMPLOYMENT AND
WAS NOT GIVEN HER ANNUAL LEAVE PAY UPON TERMINATION OF CONTRACT.

"AOCORDING TO THE EMPLOYMENT ORDINANCE, AN EMPLOYEE SHOULD BE
GIVEN ONE REST DAY IN EVERY PERIOD OF SEVEN DAYS, IN ADDITION TO 11
DAYS OF STATUTORY HOLIDAYS IN A YEAR," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

HE SAID AN EMPLOYEE WAS ALSQO ENTITLED TO SEVEN DAYS' PAID
ANNUAI, LEAVE AFTER A YEAR'S SERVICE, AND SHOULD BE GIVEN PAYMENT IN
LIEU OF ANY ANNUAL LEAVE NOT YET TAKEN [F THE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WAS
TERMINATED.

"ANY EMPLOYER WHO BREACHES THE PROVISIONS LS LIABLE TO A
MAXIMUM FINE OF $20,000," THE SPOKESMAN STRESSED.






