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GOVT URGED TO EXERCISE MORE INFLUENCE ON MARKET FORCES
x % X X % X%

_ THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD EXERCISE MORE INFLUENCE ON MARKET
FORCES, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY AFFECT THE COMPETITIVENESS OF HONG
KONG’S EXTERNAL TRADE,

THIS WAS SUGGESTED BY THE HON. LYDIA DUNN DURING THE RESUMED
BUDGET DEBATE IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

MISS DUNN SAID SHE FULLY SUPPORTED THE VIEW THAT A FRE
COMPETITIVE SYSTEM ALLOCATED RESOURCES MOST EFFICIENTLY &ND
MAXIMISED REAL INCOMES.

HOWEVER, SHE WONDERED IF HONG KONG COULD SIMPLY AFFORD TO
RESPOND TO EVENTS +AS WE MOVE INTO THE LATE 708 AND 80S, AS OUR
ECONOMY DIVERSIFIES AND AS WE BECOME MORE AND MORE INFLUENCED BY
THE DESTABILISING FORCES OF THE WORLD’S MONETARY SYSTEM+.

WHILE REALISINEG THAT HONG KONG'S CIRCUMSTANCES WERE QUITE
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF ITS COMPETITORS, MISS DUNN FELT SHE HAD
GENUINE DOUETS ABOUT THE GOVERNMZNT’S PCLICY IN LAND SALE,
PARTICULARLY FOR INDUSTRY, AND MANAGEMENT OF THE HONG KONG DOLLAR.

SHE SAID THAT THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY HAD ADMITTED IN HIS
BUDGET SPEECH THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN UNABLE SO FAR TO DEVI
A LAND PRODUCTION PROGRAMME, THIS MEANT THAT THE GOVERNMENT DID
NOT HAVE A PROGRAMME OF PRODUCTION OF LAND FCR SALE, SHE ADDED.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, SHE WENT ON, SEEMED TO HAVE ADMITTED
THAT LAND FOR SALE WAS SIVPLY :qUAL TO +WHAT 1S LEFT OVER AFTER
PUBLIC USES HAVE BEEN SATISFIED ERO“ CLEARANCES, RESUMPTIONS AND
RECLAMATIONS+,

+WHAT WORRIES ME IS THAT THIS APPROACH IMPLIES THAT THE
GOVERNMENT REGARDS SUCH LAND AS SIMPLY AN ASSET FOR SALE FOR
REVENUE PURPOSES., YET LAND IS A VITAL FACTOR OF PRODUCTION,+
MISS DUNN EMPHASISED,

THE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER FELT THAT IN VIEwW OF THEZ RESTRICTED
USER CONDITIONS, THE CONCEZPT OF INDUSTRIAL ESTATES COULD NOT FILL
THIS NEED.

+WE NEED A MORE COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO THE PRODUCTION
AND USE OF LAND, WITH THE NEEDS OF THE PRIVATE AS WELL AS THE
PUBLIC SECTORS BEING PRCOPERLY CATERED FOR,+ SHE SAID,

ON MANAGEMENT OF THE HONG KONG DOLLAR, MISS DUNN ENDORSED
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S POLICY OF USING THE RESOURCES CF TH:t
EXCHANGE FUND TO SMOOTH OUT +SHORT-TERM WAYWARD AND ERRATIC
FLUCTUATIONS+ IN THE EXCHANGE RATE, BUT NOT TO ACT AGAINST THE
+UNDERLY ING TREND+.
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J/NONEH..:.IﬂJ.....xJ-.‘ Y samae




THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 1977

NONZTHELESS, SHZ HOPED THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY wOULD CONS IDER

RE CAREFULLY ﬂHtTH R THE STRENGTHENING OF THE HONG KONG DOLLAR
OMZ NINE PER CENT AGAINST THE U,S. DOLLAR OVER THE PAST 14-15

' REFLECTED THE REALITIES OF HONG KONG’S TRADING SITUATION.

+AND EVEN IF |IT DOES, FOR THERE WAS A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION
IN OUR TRADE DEFICIT LAST YEAR, IS SUCH A STRONG CURRENCY
CONDUCIVE TO OUR MAINTAINING THE GROWTH OF QOUR EXPORTS IN 19777+
SHE ASKED.

MI1SS DUNN OBSERVED THAT AS THE TRADING ENVIRONMENT OVER THE
NEXT 12 MONTHS DID NOT SEEM TOO FAVOURABLE IN HER VIEW, SHE WAS
WORRIED AT THE PROSPECT OF THE HONG KONG DOLLAR CONTINUING TO BE
THE THIRD STRONGEST CURRENCY IN THE WORLD IN TERMS OF THE EFFECTIVE
EXCHANGE RATE INDEX.

THE COMPETITIVENESS OF HONG KONG’S EXPORTS AND ITS PROFIT
MARGINS WOULD BE DAMAGED, FOR THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS ON COSTS OF
CHEAPER IMPORTS TOOK TIME TO WORK THROUGH THE SYSTEM, SHE
ELABORATED., :

IN THIS CONTEXT, MISS DUNN SUGGESTED THAT THE F INANCIAL
SECRETARY SHOULD PAY MORE ATTENTION TO THE +UNDERLYING TREND+ OR,
RATHER, THE TREND’S IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ENTIRE ECONOMY.

+HE SHOULD NOT RELY TOO HEAVILY ON THE THEORY THAT THE
XIBILITY OF COSTS AND PRICES SHOULD ENABLE US TO ADJUST TO
E

N EXCHANGE RATE,

+THIS MAY BE TRUE IN THE LONG RUN BUT, MzANWHILE, THE PEOPLE
OF HONG KONG HAVE TO EARN THEIR LIVING,+ SHE SAID.

HE SUBSTANTIAL RESERVES OF THE EXCHANGE
E AGGRESSIVELY TO MODIFY THE +UNDERLY ING
TREND wWAS OVER=INFLUENCED BY TECHNICAL

KE
v

F
G

IN MISS DUNN’S VIEW, T
FUND SHOULD Bt DEPLOYED MOR
TREND+ PARTICULARLY IF THE
AND MONETARY FACTORS.

SHE ALSO THOUGHT THAT LOCAL INTEREST RATES SHOULD BE KEPT
MORE CLOSELY IN LINE WITH INTEREST RATES ABROAD THAN THEY HAD

BEEN, AT TIMES, IN THE PAST.

+THIS 1S LARGELY A MATTER FOR THE BANKS BUT, TO THE EXTENT
THAT THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE HONG KONG DOLLAR IS AT STAKE, TH:E
GOVERNMENT SHCULD ENCOURAGE THE BANKS TO ADJUST INTEREST RATES
WHENEVER MONEY FLOWS EXERT EXCESSIVE INFLUENCE ON THE FOREIGN
EXCHANGE MARKET.+

TURNING TO THE UNDERSPENDING IN THE PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAMME,
MISS DUNN SAID SHE FELT OBLIGED TO TAKE THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO
TASK FOR HIS FAILURE, YET AGAIN, TO MEET THE EXPENDITURE HE
BUDGETTED FOR ON CAPITAL ACCOUNT IN 1976/77.

SHE ASKED THE F INANCIAL SECRETARY TO STATE THE REASONS FOCR
THE UNDERSPENDING AND INDICATz THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF £ACH.

/+IN PARTICULAR
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+IN PARTICULAR,+ SHE CONTINUED, +| SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT
PROPORTION IS DUE TO OVER=ESTIMATION OF CONTRACT PRICES= WHETHER
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 1S SATISFIED THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAINLY
CONCERNED == THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT == IS ADEQUATELY STAFFED
AND ORGANISED FOR ITS VAST RESPONSIBILITIES= AND WHETHER THE
GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT THE BUREAUCRATIC SYSTEM IS AT FAULT IN
ANY WAY.+

MISS DUNN ALSO SOUGHT AN ASSURANCE FROM THE F INANCIAL
SECRETARY THAT THE EXPENDITURE BUDGETTED FOR IN 1977/78 IN
CAPITAL ACCOUNT OF OVER $2,000 MILLION WAS MORE REALISTIC.

SHE ADDED THAT SHE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM THE F INANCIAL
SECRETARY A MORE DEFINITIVE DEFENCE OF THE PROVISION SOUGHT FOR
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, PARTICULARLY BY THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
AND THE HOUSING AUTHORITY.

THE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER ALSO ASKED THE F INANCIAL SECRETARY WHAT
ARRANGEMENTS EXISTED IN THE F INANCE BRANCH OR ELSEWHERE TO MONITOR
THE PROGRESS OF PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS.

SHE SAID UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SHOULD
BE TOLD WHAT THE INTERNAL MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS WERE AND BE
PERIODICALLY ADVISED OF THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED.

COMMENTING ON THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S ECONOMIC FORECASTS

FOR 1977, MISS DUNN INDICATED THAT SHE DID NOT THINK THAT THE
DRAMAT|C SURGE IN HONG KONG’S EXPORT PERFORMANCE OVER THE PAST
12 MONTHS +SHOULD LEAD US TO BE TOO CONF IDENT EVEN ABOUT THE
CURRENT YEAR+.,

THE FORECAST GROWTH OF THE GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT IN REAL
TERMS IN 1977 OF SEVEN PER CENT WAS QUITE HIGH, SHE NOTED,

+AT SEVEN PER CENT IT IS EQUAL TO OQUR TREND GROWTH AND
DEPENDS, INEVITABLY, ON A VARIETY OF ASSUMPTIONS+,

DESPITE THESE RESERVATIONS, MISS DUNN STRESSED THAT SHE
COULD NOT FAULT THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S BUDGETARY STRATEGY FOR

1977/78.

SHE PAID TRIBUTE TC THE F INANCIAL SECRETARY AND HIS STAFF
FOR THE +CLARITY AND PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET SPEECH AND RELATED
DOCUMENTS+ WHICH, SHE STRESSED, WERE AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF OFEN
GCVERNMENT IN HONE KONG,.

e e O e
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INF IRMITY ALLOWANCE
* ¥k K ¥ Kk *

DF. THE HON, HeN HU TODAY ADVOCATED THE EXTENSIO@_OF IH; ;
~ITY ALLOWANCE ME TO INCLUDE PzOPLZ IN HOMES FOR THE AGED
AILAR INSTITUTIONS

IN THE LEGISLATIVE

SPEAKING IN RESUMED EUDGET DEEATE 3 ATTVE s
A FERSONAL ALLCWANCE WAS JUST
T

HE SAID T HEIR NzED FOR
AT AS THOSE THE COMMUN

HU SAID THAT SINCE THE SCHEME «WAS NON=MEANS-TESTELD, H
OfINION THAT AGE SHOULD EE THE ONLY CRITERION FOR

LAD TO LEARN THAT THERE WAS A PCSSIBILITY THAT SOME
RHTIuh MIGHT EE GIVEN TO LOWERING THE AGE LIMIT OF
LITY FOR THE INFIRMITY ALLOWANCE

WELCOMING THE INCREASED BENEFITS IN THE SOCIAL SECU
ANNOUNCED BY THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY IN EIS UDGET
HU WAS CRITICAL OF JHE PROVISION OF $68 MILLION F
TO VOLUNTARY AGENCIES IN 1977-7S.

CR
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ALTHOUGH IT SHOWED ‘AN INCREASE OF 3

12 MILLION OVER THE FIGURE
OF THE CURRENT YZAR, HZ SAID, IT WAS +UNHE

ALTHILY INADEQUATE.#+

HZ ESTIMATED THAT NO LESS THAN 510 MILLION WOULD HAVE TO BE
SPENT ON EXISTING SERVICES AFE MENTION OF THE CHILD
CARZ CENTRES ORDINANCE, MEAGR MILLION FOR EXPANSION

PURPOSES.+

+THIS AMOUNT IS RIDICULCUSLY IHADE;UATE FC' HE :hT TION
OF THE COMMITTED NEW PROJECTS FOR THE YEAR ALOM TnE
RESUMPTION OF PROJECTS WHICH HAVE BZEN AR ANEuNED DUR HE YEZARS
OF RECESSICN,+ HE SAID,

DR. HU EXPRESSE N ABCUT SALARIES PAID TO WORKZR3 IN
SUBVENTED WELFARE ORGA INS.

IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE GQUALITY AND CONTINUITY OF s £
uRuuhlSA|JCHo, HE URGED THE GOVERNMZINT +TO ASSUM

ILITY IN PAYING THE FULL SALARI OF WORKERS IN

UNTARY WZILFARE CRGANISATIONS, WHICH SHOULD

onLARI:a OF THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN THE GCIVIL SERVI
INS AND DUTIES ARE COMPARABLE.+
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ALSC ASKED THAT PROVISION EE MADE FOR ADJUSTING
WHENEVER CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE THEIR ADJUSTED.

syl
AL=SSTAT
AE ThE =
= HE HON
He =0

GOVERNMENT WAS PROPOSING TO INVITE RIVA
JOIN WITH THE GOVERNMENT IN THE PROMD
:JII1JNERSHIP SCHE[':--

TURNING TO HOUSING, DR. HU WAS DELIGHTED TO LEARN
IO

-
I
|
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cliier TNEIER, THE N MEWHAT CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRICE FOR THESE
“LATS.

e +IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT THE PRICE SHOULD BE FIXED AT A
REALISTIC LEVEL,+ HE SAID,

DR. HU FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT +THE LHND COST FOR THIS PURPOSE
SHCULD BE DETERMINED AT THE MINIMUM P —RVE PRICE LEVEL AND NOT
ITS MARKET PRICE, OTHERWISE, THEZ MEA! Iln[. ULNeSS OF THIS SCHEME
WOULD HAVE BEEN DEFEATED.+

A5 TO THOSE wrAOC CANNOT AFFORD TC BUY THEIR OWN FLATS AND HAVE
TO CONTINUE TO LIVE IN PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES, DR. HU SUBMITTED
THAT NO MORE THAN 15 PER CENT OF THEIR TOTAL FAMILY INCOME SHOULD
BE SPENT ON RENT.

HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY A STATEMENT BY THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ALLOWING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY TO HAVc MCRE
FLEXIBILITY IN DETERMING RENTS, +#HAVING REGARD TC THE TENANT'S
ABILITY TO PAY AND TO OTHER :ACTORS SUCH AS THE LOCATION AND
QUALITY OF THE ACCOMMODATION,+

SUGGESTED THAT RENT | ﬁY|q»T COULD BE CON A SLIDING SCALE
G TO !NCOV' LEVEL, OP A RENT REBATE SYSTEM AS PRACTISED
ED KINGDO

ACCORD |
UN |

N
THzZ T

ON EDUCATICN, DE HU WAS PLzZASED wWITH THz PROGRESS IN THE

EDUCAT IONAL PRO G”AHl é PARTICULARLY IN SPECIAL AND SECONDARY

eDUCATION,

HOWEVER, HE WAS DISAPPOINTED THAT PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION WAS
lGNOn:u AND HE MAINTAINEZED THAT SUCH EDUCATION wAS PART AND PARCEL
OF THz WHOLE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

Oﬂ MEDICAL AND HEALTH RVICES, HE WELCOMED THE PROVISICN FOR
IMPLEMZNTING THE FIRST ST SF THZ REGIONAL ISATION SCHEMEZ AND TH
PRCVIDI“N FOR THE auEV-* )N OF THE COMMUNITY NURSING SERVICE
PROVIDED BY THE VOLUNTA R, INITIALLY FOR A PERICD OF

THREE YEARS.

inin n c
1'ilJuL!u' SEC

wORTHY PRCJECT.
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PROTECTION OF HK TEXTILE EXPORTS TO EEC SOUGHT
* ¥ ® ¥

THE GOVERNMENT WAS TODAY URGED TC SEEK REASSURANCE FROM
ERITAIN THAT IT WILL PLAY NO PART IN EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY’S
MATTERS WHICH +ADVERSELY, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, UNFAIRLY AFFECT
HONG KONG+,

THE APPEAL. CAME d'ﬂ THE HON. FRANCIS TIEN DURING THE RESUMED
EUDGET DEBATE IN THE GISLATIVE CCUNCIL.

MR, TIEN EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT THE
UNITED KINGDOM WAS SAID TO BE A PARTY TO THE EEC PROPOSAL FOR
A MORE RESTRICTIVE MULT! FIBRE ARRANGEMENT (MFA).

HE NOTED THAT THE =XISTING MFA WAS, IN THE VIEW OF TEXTILE
cXPORTING COUNTRIES, ALREARDY A RESTRICTIVE INSTRUMENT.

ACCORDING TO PRES

S REPORTX : SAID EEC WANTED TO MAKE
THE MFA MORE RESTRICTIVE, THUS MAl ~

FRAMEWORK FOR FUTURE

AKING Tt
NEGOTIATIONS EVEN MORE UhFAVGU (AEL PORTING COUNTRIES.

HE SAID: +IF THESE REPORTS ARE ACCURATE, AND TH:RE APPZARS
TO Be NO REASON TO SUGGEST THHT THEY aPh NDT THEY WOULD
SEEM TO UNDERMINE THE VERY POSITIVE, HELPFUL AND LNCDURACIhC
REMARKS MADE EY SIR PETER CAREY A SENIOR CIVIL SERVANT IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY IN THE UI\.ITEn K INGDOM, +

SIk PETER, WHO VISITED HONG KONG RECENTLY, EMPHASISED THE
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.K. AND HONG KONG AND THE
DETERMINATION OF THE U,K. GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THAT IN MATTERS
RELATING TO COMMERCIAL RELATIONS, REGARD WOULD BE HAD TO THIS
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP,

MR. TIEN SAID: +THE PUBLIC IN HONG KONG IS ENTITLED TCO RE-
ASSURANCE FROM HzR MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT THAT IT WOULD PLAY NC PART
IN THE EEC IN MATTERS WHICH ADVERSELY, AND NORE IMPORTANTLY,
UNFAIRLY AFFECT HONG KONG= AND INDEED IT SHOULD BE EXPECTED TC GO
rURTHER EY DZFENDING HONG KONKG IN SUCH CIRC "aTaICCa +

THE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER ALSOC ASKED THE GOVERNMENT TC MAKZ A
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE POSITION REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE MFA
AND AN ASSESSMENT AS TO WHAT PROGRESS WOULD LIKELY BE MADE IN THE
DISCUSSIONS IN GENEVA LEADING TC THz rRctNzwAL OF THE MFA, WHICH
EXPIRES AT THE END OF THIS YEAR,

THERE WAS AN ELEMENT OF CRYSTAL EALL GAZING IN MAKING FORECASTS
OF THIS NATURE, HE SAID,

BUT Hz ADDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SPELL CU ’HY FACTS
AND INFORMATION IT HAD WHICH COULD RE=ASSURE THE TRADIN
IMUNITY IN HONG KONG SO AS TO ReSTORE AND MAINTAIN nbal’

F IDENCE.

MR. TIEN DISCLOSED THAT HONG KONG'3 DELEGATE TO
COMMONWEALTH PARL IAMENTARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE TO
CANADA IN SEPTEMEBER IPT_NDE: TD Pnu_CSE THAT A TORIC
+|NTERNATIONAL TRADING ’ =z INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA SC
THAT THE RECENT EVENTS SURFu INDING THE AUSTRALIAN AND CANAD AN
ACTIONS IN INTRODUCING TARIFF QUOTAS IN ONE CASE AND S ) LI
EILATERAL AGREEMINTS IN THE OTHER, COULD BE D
CPEN FLORUM,
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H.K. MUST PLAN ITS OWN ECONCMIC DESTINY, SAYS CHEN
k % % % % x

HONG KONG SHOULD MAKE A START, HOWEVER MODEST, IN PLANNING
ITS OWN ECONOMIC DESTINY, THE HON. S.L. CHEN SAID TODAY.

SPEAKING IN THE RESUMED BUDGET DEBATE IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL, HE SAID HE DID NOT DOUBT THAT +QUR POLICY OF ALLOWING
INDUSTRY TO DEVELOP FREELY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SHORT-TERM MARKET
DEMANDS HAS SERVED US WELL UP TO NOW+,

EUT HE ADDED: +WE COULD NOT SURELY AFFORD TO BE COMPLACENT
AND CONTINUE TO THINK THAT WE COULD ALWAYS ENJOY THE GOOD FORTUNE
OF THE PAST+,

MR. CHEN SAID THAT WHEN THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY COMMENTED
ON HONG KONG’S ECONOMIC FUTURE IN HIS BUDGET SPEECH, HE STRUCK
A NOTE OF CAUTICN THAT AFTER THE RAPID REZCOVERY OF 1976 THZ QUTLOOK
WAS CLOUDED WITH UNCERTAINTIES,

+WE WERE REMINDED ONCE AGAIN THAT OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH WAS
STILL VERY MUCH DEPENDENT ON EXTERNAL FACTORS OVER WHICH WE HAVE
NO CONTROL, SUCH AS THE POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THEZ
COUNTRIES TO WHICH WE EXPORT,+ HZ SAID.

+THIS PROMPTED ME TO ASK MYSELF THE QUESTION WHETHER WE IN
HONG KONG HAD ANY FORM OF STRATEGIC ECONOMIC PLANNING AT ALL,
WHETHER WE PLAY A DELIBERATE ROLE IN DECIDING OUR OWN FUTURE, OR
WHAT DIRECTION WE SHOULD GO IN ORDER THAT WE HAVE A FUTURE,+
HE ADDED.

MR. CHEN SAID THERE SZEMED TO BZ SOME SORT OF PLANS IN
CPERATICN, SUCH AS EFFORTS TO ATTRACT OVERSEAS INVESTMENTS IN
HIGH TECHNOLOGICAL INDUSTRIES, INDUSTRIAL LAND POL ICY,

ESTABL ISHMENT OF THE HONG KONG INDUSTRIAL ESTATES CORPORATION
AND INVESTMENT IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION, BUT THERE WAS NO MASTER
PLAN WHICH LINKED THEM ALL.

HE STRESSED THAT THZ SUCCESS OF ANY PLAN FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DEPENDED LARGELY ON THE AVAILABILITY OF MANPOWER
POSSESSING THE RIGHT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE.

+IT IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL THAT WE HAVE BOTH AN ACCURATE
ASSESSMENT OF THE MANPOWER SUPPLY NEEDED TO ACHIEVE OUR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES AND A REALISTIC AND PRACTICAL PLAN FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR MANPOWER WHICH 1S OUR ONLY AND
MOST VALUABLE ASSET,+ HE SAID.

TO ACHIEVE THE FIRST AIM, MR. CHEN SAID, +WE MUST HAVE R

RE
MANPOWER FORECASTING TO PROVIDZ QUR POLICY MAKERS WITH A RATIONA
BASIS CN WHICH TO TAKE DZCISIONS ON EDUCATION AND OTHER AREAS

OF THE ECONOMY, AND FOR INDUSTRIALISTS, EOTH LOCAL AND OVERSEAS,
TO PLAN THEIR INVESTMENTS AND EXPANSION, +




SUCH FCRECASTS, H:t ADDED,COULD Bt FngHER ReF INED BY BEING
OMPARED AGAINST NOT MERELY PAST EMPLOYMEN RENDS BUT ALSO THE
PLANNED GROWTH RATES CF THE REAL PRODUCTS F THE MAJOR

INDUSTR IES.

+MANPOWER PLANNING,+ MR, CHEN CONTINUED, +CANNOT BE DIVORCED
FROM EDUCATION PLANNING, WHETHER TECHNICAL OR GENERAL. THE FORMER
MUST REFLECT THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE LATTER MUST BE
THE OUTCOME OF AND BASED ON THZ FORMER.+

HE FORESAW THAT THE PRCVISION OF THREE YEARS SUBSIDIZED
SECONDARY EDUCATION BY 1980 wCULD HAVE A TREMENDOUS IMPACT ON THE
FUTURE MANPOWER SITUATION.

+BY THEN THERE WILL BE SUESIDIZED PLACES IN FORMS & AND
5 FOR 40 PER CENT OF THE FORM 3 LEAVERS,+ HE SAID.

THEREFORE, HE SAID, FROM 1980 ONWARDS THE BULK OF THE 60 PZR
ENT OF THOSE FORM 3 LEAVERS WHO DO NCT PROCEED TC FURTHER
UBSIDIZED EDUCATICN WOULD THEORETICALLY ENTER EMPLOYMENT.

C
S

BUT WHAT IS MORE LIKELY TO HAPPEN IS ‘THAT MOST OF THE PARENTS,
WITH SAVINGS FROM THE EXTRA THREE YEARS SUBSIDIZED
EDUCATION, WOULD DO EVERYTHING TO PUT THEIR CHILDREN THROUGH
FORMS &4 AND 5 IN THE PRIVATE SzCTOR.

THE LONG TERM EFFECT WOULD BE THAT MOST YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD
NOT START WORK UNTIL THEY REACH 17 OR OVER, AND MANY, AFTER
COMPLETING SECONDARY EDUCATION, WOULD AIM AT WHITE-COLLAR JOES
AND BE RELUCTANT TC ENTER INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT. THE SHORT TzR¥
EFFECT WOULD BE THAT HONG KONG’S INDUSTRY wCULD BE STARVED OF
FRESH MANPOWER FCR TWO YEARS, HE SAID.

HE WARNED THAT HONG KONG WOULD HAVE A SITUATION WHERE INDUSTRY
WOULD BE COMPETING wITH PRIVATE ZDUCATION FOR FORM 3 LEAVERS AND
TECHNICAL INSTITUTES WOULD HAVE TC COMPETE WITH PRIVATE SCHOOLS
FOR STUDENTS.

HE URGED INDUSTRY i ARE FOR THIS EVENTUALITY EY OFFERING
ATTRACTIVE INCENTIVES, ! FURTHER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
AND MAKING INDUSTRIAL WORK K INTERESTING AND SATISFYING.

+WHEN TALKING ABOUT DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLED MANPOWER AT ALL
LEVELS, TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING MUST Ec
CONS IDERED AND PLANNED AS AN INTEGRAL WHOLE AND NCT ISCLATICN
CNE FRCM ANOTHER,+ MR, CHEN CONTINUED,

HE SAID THAT THE PRESENT SITUATICN WAS NOT SATISFACTCRY AND
THAT THE TWO IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF MANPCWER DEVELOPMENT WZRE OUT
OF EALANCE AS SEEN FRCM THE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE ON TECHNICAL
EDUCATICN FAR CUT—=PROPORTIONING THAT FOR INDUSTRIAL TRAINING,
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TO PRODUCE THE NECESSARY SKILLED MANPOWER, TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MUST BE SUPPLEMENTED BY ADEQUATE INDUSTRIAL TRAINING, HE
SAID.

+0THERWISE,+ HE SAID, +WE WOULD BE TURNING OUT ONLY HALF
FINISHED PRODUCTS WHICH WOULD NOT DO EITHER THE GRADUATES OR
INDUSTRY ANY GOCOD.+

MR. CHEN FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TWwO
CLOSELY RELATED ASPECTS OF MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT BE VESTED IN ONE
ORGANISATION SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT EBE SUBJECT TO DEPARTMENTAL
DIFFERENCES,

THIS, HE SAID, WOULD BE IN KEEPING W|TH WORLD TREND AND WOULD
REFLECT THE IMPORTANCE HONG KONG ATTACHED TO MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT
AND INSPIRE CONF IDENCE OF OVERSEAS |INVESTORS.

+0UR FUTURE =C MIC AND SCCIAL DEVELOPMENT WILL DE
ON OUR ABILITY TO Wi THE DEMAND FOR INCREASINGLY SOPHI ATE
TECHNICAL MANPOWER,+ MR. CHEN SAID,

+SUCH DEMAND MUST REL IABLY ASSZSSED, AND WHEN
POSSIELE, i SHOULD BE LINKED WITH FCRWARD ECONCMIC

PLANNING.

+THE DEVELOPMEN ; MANPOWER MUST BE REGARDED AS A

VITAL CAFPITA NV MEN D AND EXECUTED WITHOUT LcT OR

HINDRANCE.,
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CALL FOR MORE FUNDS FOR SOCIAL SERVICES
¥ % X % X %

WITH A MORE BUOYANT HONG KONG ECONOMY, THE GOVERNMENT
SHOULD RID ITSELF OF THE CONSERVATISM SO CHARACTERISTIC OF
ITS BUDGETARY EXERCISES IN THE PAST TWO OR THREE YEARS, THE
HON. KC SIU=-WAH SAID TODAY,.

SPEAKING IN THE RESUMED BUDGET DEBATE IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL, MISS KO CENTRED HER SPEECH ON FOUR POINTS == LARGER
ALLOCATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES, THE NEED TO PROVIDE
+BLOCK GRANTS+ FOR SOCIAL WELFARE DEVCLCOPMENT, EXTENS ION
OF THE INFIRMITY ALLOWANCE AND A CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT'S
SUBVENTION POLICY TOWARDS VOLUNTARY AGENCIES.

ON ALLOCATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES, SHE ASKED THE
GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER MORE PROVISIONS FOR SOCIAL SERVICES,
PARTICULARLY FOR SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMMES, TO COMPENSATE
FOR THZ CUT BACK IN RECENT YEARS IF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION
IMPROVED EVEN BETTER THAN PROJECTED.

SHE NOTED THAT THE BUDGET FOR 1977-78 REPRESENTED A
23.5 SER CENT INCREASE OVER THAT FOR 1976~77 AND THAT THE
PROPOSEZD APPROPRIATIONS FOR SOCIAL SERVICES IN THE GOVERNMENT
CENT, AS WERE THE CASE

EXPEND ITURE STAYED AT ABOUT 43 PZR
DURING THZ PAST SEVERAL YZARS.

THE UNOFFICIAL MEMEER EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT
THz METHOD THZ GOVERNMENT HAD ADOPTED TO FINANCE ITS
SOCIAL PROGRAMMES, PARTICULARLY THE COSTS FCR SOCIAL
wELFARE EXPANSION.

SHE SAID THIS WAS IMPORTANT AS HONG KONG +1S NOW
BEGINNING TO HAVE SOCIAL PROJECTS AND PLANS WHICH EXTEND
CVER NOT JUST FIVE, ZUT 10 OR EVEN MCRE YEARS,.+

MISS KO DESCRIBED AS +ESPECIALLY WORRY ING+ THE
QUAL IF ICATION IN THE 1976 REVIEW OF THE FIVE-YEAR PLAN
FOR SOCIAL WELFARE DEVELOPMENT IN HONG KONG +THAT THE
INCLUS ICN OF ANY PARTICULAR PROJECT OR ACTIVITY IN THE
PLAN DOES NOT COF ITSELF CONVEY ANY GUARANTEE OF
IMPLEMENTATION+.,

DED TI iE PRESENT PRACTICE OF LOOKING AT
T h

A v AQULS ZE CHANGED.

SHE CONTEN
ONLY ONE YEAR A

SHE SAID SHE WAS NOT ASKING FOR A LARGER SHARE OF THE
REVENUE FOR SOCIAL WELFARE, BUT +FOR A CHANGE IN OUR
BUDGETAKRY POLICY TO ENSURE THAT OUR SOCIAL GOALS ARE NOT
THWARTED BY THE ECONOMIC VICISSITUDES COR THE UNDERSPENDING
IN A PARTICULAR YEAR+,
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AS THE ABILITY OF THE ECONOMY TC FINANCE PROGRAMMES OR
3“'|CI"“ VARIED FROM YEAR TO YEAR, PENDENT AS IT WAS ON
A NUMEER OF UNPREDICTABLE FACTORS, 4 KO CONTINUED,
MEASURES SHOULD BE TAKEN TO uﬂbURn DEVELOPMENT DROJECTD
WERE NOT UNNECESSARILY DELAY:zD BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC
CCEST?QINTS OVER A CERTAIN PERIOD,

TO AVOID SUCH UPS AND DOWNS AND TO ENSURE THAT STEADY
PROGRESS RESULTED FROM THE SOCIAL PROGRAMMES, SHE PROPOSED
THAT EXPENDITURE RELATED TO THE EXPANSION OF SOCIAL WELFARE
SHOULD BE TIED TO A MORE STEADY SOURCE THAN THE EXISTING

ARRANGEMENT.

+| WOULD SUGGEST THAT AS WE ARE NOW DRAWING UP A LIST
OF PROGRAMME PLANS ON REHABILITATION, ON THE ELDERLY AND
ON YOUTH, WE SHOULD ENSURE THEIR IMPLEMENTATION BY ALLOCATING
*BLOCK uRAhTS' FOR EXPENDITURE, ESPECIALLY CAPITAL
EXPENDITURE, FOR NEW PROJECTS ACCORDING TO THE VERY
CAREFULLY CONSIDERED AND PRACTICAL PROGRAMME PLANS, + SHE
SAID.

MISS KO POINTED OUT THAT THE *BLOCK GRANT’ IDEA HAD
LONG BZEN PRACTISED IN FINANCING BOTH CAPITAL AND RECURRENT
EXPENDITURE OF THE TWO UNIVERSITIES AND THE POLYTECHNIC,
NOT FOR A SINGLE YEAR, BUT OVER A LONGER PERIOQD.

SHE FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT A LIST OF DESIRED SOCIAL
WELFARE SERVICES BE DRAWN UP, FOLLOWED EY THE VOTING OF
A DEFINITE SUM FOR THE EXPANSION OVER A CERTAIN PERIOD.

IN DECIDING ON THE SIZE OF THIS VOTE, THE PROJECTED
INCOME FROM THE LOTTERIES FUND SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED,
SHE SAID,.

+| MUST STRESS THAT IN PROPCSING THIS, | AM NOT
TRYING TO DETACH OUR SCCIAL PROGRESS FROM ECONOMIC REALITY.

+| AM PROPOSING A METHOD OF BRINGING THE BUDGETARY
POLICY MCRE IN LINE WITH OUR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS
AND OUR DETERMINATION TO IMPLEMENT THE SOCIAL PROGRAMMES
WHICH WE HAVE EITHER ADOPTED OR ARE IN THE PROCESS OF
ADOPTING,+ MISS KO EMPHAS ISED.

TURNING TO THE INFIRMITY ALLOWANCE SCHEME, MISS KO
WELCOMED THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S PROPOSAL OF LOWERING
THE AGE LIMIT OF ELIGIBILITY.

SHE SUGGESTED THAT THIS LIMIT SHOULD FIRST BE LOWERED
TO 70 AND EVENTUALLY 65,

SHE FELT THAT IF THE SCHEME REMAINED NON=-MEANS-TESTED,
IT SHOULD INCLUDE THOSE UNDER INSTITUTICNAL CARE.
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PRESENT VEHICLE TAX SYSTEM UNFAIR,
SAYS REV. MCGOVERN
* % X % %

REVEREND THE HON. PATRICK MCGOVERN TODAY URGED THE GOVERNMENT
TO DEVISE A SIMPLE VEHICLE TAX SYSTEM WHICH WOULD FAVOUR THE SMALL
VEHICLE AND DISCOURAGE THE BIGGER ONES.

SPEAKING ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE RESUMED BUDGET DEBATE IN
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, REV. MCGOVERN SUGGESTED A SCHEME EASED ON
ARITHMETIC PROGRESSION FOR SMALL CARS FROM ABOUT 600 C.C. TO
1,500 C.C. AND THEREAFTER, GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION TO FRIGHTEN OFF

-

THE +SPACE-EATING, FUME=SPEWINE MONSTERS+.

HE SAID THE PRESENT SYSTEM, UNDER WHICH ONE HAD TC PAY
RELATIVELY MORE TAX FOR A SMALL VEHICLE BUT RELATIVELY LESS
TAX FOR A BIG ONE, +WOULD ONLY MAKE SENSE SOMEWHERE IN THE BURROwWS
OF ALICE IN WONDERLAND+,

ACCORDING TO REV. MCGOVERN, THE OWNER OF A +METAL MONSTER+
OF 6,750 C.C., PAYS A TAX OF ABOUT 22 CENTS PER C.C. AND THE OWNER
OF A MODEST UTILITY, SPACE-SAVING, SMALL FAMILY CAR PAYS FROM 35
CENTS FOR THE BIuGEST IN THE CATEGGRY TO 58 CENTS FOR A SMALLER
600 C.C. CAR.

+MOST RIDICULOUS OF ALL IS THE PERPETUAL PLIGHT OF THE MOST
SCONOMIC OF ALL ROAD USERS, THE PLUMBER OR OTHER MAINTENANCE MAN
WHO CAN ONLY GET FROM A PLACE TO ANOTHER IN TIME BY USING A MODEST
TWO=-WHEELED VEHICLE, TAKING UP PERHAPS ONE QUARTER OR ONE SIXTH
OF THE ROAD SPACE OF A SMALL CAR.

+IN THE PRESENT UPSIDE-DOWN LOGIC THIS UNFORTUNATE AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE PRIVATE TRANSPORT HEAP PAYS $1.75 TAX PER C.C. FOR
A 100 C.C. MOTOR-CYCLE == A RATIO OF JUST EIGHT TIMES MORE PER C.l(
THAN THE OWNER OF THE METAL MONSTER,+ REV. MCGOVERN SAID.

T, HOWEVER, FOR GIVING A RESPITE TO
PRIVATE VEHICLE .... FROM FURTHER
E THE RESPITE TO RECTIFY THE PRESENT

HE PRAISED THE GOVERNMEN
THE +MUCH BATTERED OWNER OF A
BEASHING+ AND HOPED IT WOULD US
SYSTEM OF VEHICLE TAX.

ON THE SUBJECT OF THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT OF THE RATEAELE
VALUES OF PROPERTY, THE REV. MCGOVERN SAID IT WAS +BEASED ON
UNREALITY.+

U
K

=
AND THE HER +FAIR MARI

HE POINTED OUT THAT A |
EALANCE OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND. : mOT FKIaT
WHERE THE DEMAND FOR HOUSING FAR ¢ S SUP
MCGOVERN SAID.
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HE ADDED THAT RENT CONTROL FOR MOST ORDINARY SIZED DOMESTIC
PREMISES ALSO EXCLUDED THE REALITY OF A FREE MARKET.

AS REGARDS A FAIR MARKET, THE REV. MCGOVERN SAID +LANDLORDS
IN HONG KONG ARE AS A CLASS, BY AND LARGE, THE MOST RAPACIOUS
HIGHWAY ROEBERS IN QUR COMMUNITY.

+IN VIEW OF THE GREED OF LANDLORDS AS A WHOLE, THERE IS NO
SUCH THING IN HONG KONG AS A FAIR RENT. ANY VALUATION THEREFORE
BASED ON THIS CONCEPT IS EASED ON UNREALITY,

+SVEN IF THE NEW ASSESSMENT, MODIFIED BY THE REDUCED POUNDAG:t
AND BY THE 33=1/3 PER CENT LIMIT, HAPPENED, TeMPCRARILY, &
OUT AS THE RIGHT ANSWER FOR THE WRONG REASCNS, IT IS ENTIRELY
WRONG TO MY MIND, THAT THE LANDLORD CAN PASS ON THE INCREASE TC
THE ALREADY OVERBURDENED TENANTS.

+| DO NOT KNOW WHAT CAN BE DONE THIS YEAR, BUT BEFORE 7H4E
NEXT REASSESSMENT OF RATEABLE VALUES, | URGENTLY REQUEST GC.ZRNMeNT
TO FIND A FAIRER SYSTEM BASED NOT ON IMAGINERY CONCEPTS wWHICH
DO NOT EXIST, BUT ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REALITY OTHER THAN THE
REALITY OF THE GREED OF LANDLORDS,+ HE SAID,

ON THE PROPOSED INCREASE IN CHILD ALLOWANCES, REV. MCGOVERN
#ELCOMED THE MOVE AS +AN INDICATION OF A SOCIALLY DESIRAEBLE
POLICY . *

THOUGH HE POINTED OUT THAT THE AMOUNT WAS NOT REALLY AN
INCREASE BUT MERELY CAUGHT UP WITH THE COST OF LIVING, REV.
MCGOVERN ADDED THAT ANYTHING WHICH HELPS TO SASE THE BURDEN OF
THOSE WITH FAMILIES AND THEREEY HELPS TO PRESERVE AND STRENGTHEN
FAMILY LIFE WAS AN INDICATION OF A SOCIALLY DESIRABLE PCOLICY.+

HE SAID WEAK OR STRONG FAMILY LIFE AFFECTED A MULTITUDE CF
OTHER FACTORS IN SOCIETY RANGING FROM EDUCATION TO HONESTY == TH
MOST POSITIVE FORM OF ANTI-CORRUPTIQN.

+IN A BUDGET CONTEXT A STRONG FAMILY LIFE CAN SAVE MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS OF FUTURE EXPENDITURE ON POLICE, ICAC AND PRISCNS, TO
MENTION ONLY A FEW AREAS,

+IT IS ALSO THE SUREST GUARANTEEZ CF AN HONEST HARDw®ORK ING
WORKFORCE WHICH WILL INCREASE PRCDUCTIVITY, WHAETHzR W& THINK Orf
THE WORKFORCE AS AT THE HIGHEST LEVEZLS OF THE CIVIL 3ERVICE, CR

MANAGEMENT, OR THE FACTORY FLOCR,+ HZ SAlD,

e D T
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GOVT. URGED TO RE-INTRODUCE DEPENDENT PARENT’S ALLOWANCE
¥ X% % % X ¥

THE HON. WONG LAM TODAY URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO RE-INTRODUCE
THE DEPENDENT PARENT’S ALLOWANCE.

HE MADE THE APPEAL DURING RESUMED BUDGET DEBATE IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

BASED ON THE DATA SUPPLIED BY THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY,
MR. WONG ESTIMATED THAT BY ADOPTING THE ORIGINAL $2,000 DEPENDENT
PARENT’S ALLOWANCE, THE LOSS TO REVENUE WOULD BE ROUGHLY ONLY
BETWEEN $8 TC $12 MILLION,

+THIS SHOULD HAVE LITTLE SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON OUR BALANCE
OF PAYMENTS FOR THE NEXT FINANCIAL YEAR. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT
WOULD BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO 20 PER CENT OF OUR TAXPAYERS
AND WOULD SATISFY THE EXPRESSED WISHES OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC,+
HE SAID. : ‘

HE RECALLED THAT IN 1973/74 THE GOVERNMENT ABOL ISHED THE
ALLOWANCE MAINLY ON THE GROUNDS OF +ABUSE+ AND +INEQUITY DUE TO
TERRITORIAL LEIMITATION+,

MR. WONG SAID, +ABUSE OR MISINFORMATION ON TAX RETURNS WAS
MERELY A TECHNICAL PROBLEM., THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE FOR ANY
KIND OF TAX SYSTEM WAS THAT IT SHOULD MEET ACTUAL NEEDS.+

HE SAID THERE WOULD OF COURSE BE CERTAIN DISHONEST PEOPLE
BUT HE BEL IEVED THEY WERE OF A LIMITED NUMBER.

+WE SHOULD LOOK FOR WAYS TO DEAL WITH THIS SMALL NUMBER OF
BAD APPLES, BUT SHOULD NOT THROW QUT THE BABY WITH THE BATH WATER,+
He ADDED. '

MR. WONG POINTED OUT THAT WITH THE EXTENSIVE USE OF COMPUTER
SERVICES THERE SHOULD NOw BE BETTER WAYS TO DETECT CASES OF
MISINFORMATION THAN THREE OR FOUR YEARS AGO.

ADMINISTRATIVE DIFFICULTIES, HE ADDED, SUCH AS IN DEFININE
+DEPENDENT PARENTS+ AND IN REQUIRING THE TAXPAYER TO ASCERTAIN
WHETHER HIS BROTHERS OR SISTERS HAD MADE SIMILAR CLAIMS, SHOULD
NOT BE TOO DIFFICULT TO SOLVE.

REFERRING TO INEQUITY DUE TO TERRITORIAL LIMITATION MR. WONG
BEL IEVED THAT THE NUMBER OF TAXPAYERS AFFECTED WAS VERY SMALL.

MR. WONG SAID, WHEN THE GOVERNMENT ABOL ISHED THE DEPENDENT
PARENT’S ALLOWANCE, THE PERSONAL ALLOWANCE WAS RAISED FROM 7,000
TO 310,000. THE INCREASE ALREADY TOOK INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED TO
SUPPORT PARENTS.
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+HOWEVER, SINCE THEN, THE COST OF LIVING HAS RISEN AND IT
SHOULD BE OBVIOUS THAT NOWADAYS THE PERSONAL ALLOWANCE OF $10,000
WOULD BE ADEQUATE ONLY FOR ONE’S PERSONAL NEEDS AND THAT THE ELEMENT
FOR PARENTS' SUPPORT HAS ALREADY DISAPPEARED,+ HE SAID.

TAK ING THE $180 PER MONTH BASIC RATE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AS
THE BASIS FOR CALCULATION, MR, WONG SAID, THE ALLOWANCE SHOULD
BE $2,160 A YEAR., BUT THE ORIGINAL ALLOWANCE OF $2,000 COULD BE
ADOPTED FOR THE SAKE OF CONVENIENCE IN CALCULATIONS.

ON THE PROPOSED SUPPLEMENTARY PERSONAL ALLOWANCE, MR. WONG
URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE IT TO AT LEAST 54,000.

HE SAID THAT THE INCREASE SHOULD HINGE ON THE RISE IN THE
COST OF LIVING,

+IF THERE IS A BIG INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING BUT THE
BASI1C ALLOWANCE REMAINS THE SAME, IT WOULD AMOUNT TO INCREASED
TAXATION IN ANOTHER FORM,+ HE ADDED.

SINCE THE BASIC ALLOWANCE WAS RAISED IN 1973/74 FROM 37,030
TO $10,000, MR. WONG SAID, THE COST OF LIVING INDEX HAD RISEN
FROM AN AVERAGE OF 138.8 IN 1972 TO AN AVERAGE OF 195.6 IN 1976,
A RISE OF MORE THAN 40 PER CENT.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY PERSONAL ALLOWANCEL HE SAID, SHOULD ALSO
BE CORRESPONDINGLY INCREASED TO AT LEAST $4,000.

MR. WONG ADDED THAT THE FIGURE WAS STILL A RELATIVELY
CONSERVATIVE ONE BECAUSE IT DID NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT TWO OTHER
FACTORS: A FURTHER INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING SINCE THE END
OF 1976 AND THE INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM TAX RATE FROM 2.5 PER
CENT TO 5 PER CENT, WHEN THE PERSONAL ALLOWANCE WAS RAISED TC
$10,000, WHICH ALREADY RESULTED IN SOME INCREASE IN SALARIES TAX.

AS TO CHILD ALLOWANCE, MR, WONG AGREED WITH THE FINANCIAL
SECRETARY THAT IT SHOULD BE INCREASED., HOWEVER, IN LINE WITH
FAMILY PLANNING, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE SCALE BE SLIGHTLY REVISED,
THAT 1S $5,000 FOR THE FIRST CHILD, $3,000 FOR THE SECOND CHILD
AND $1,000 FOR THE THIRD CHILD, AND THE REST UNCHANGED.

+THIS SUGGESTION DOES NOT AIM AT FORCING PEOPLE TO REDUCE
THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN THEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE EUT MERELY
“NCOURAGES THEM TO HAVE BETTER FAMILY PLANNING IF POSSIBLE,+
HE SAID,
e N R A o R e
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PLEA TO HEED UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS’ SUGGESTIONS
% X %

THE GENERAL FEELINGS OF THE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS TOWARDS THE
GOVERNMENT’S BUDGETARY PROPOSALS WERE TODAY SUMMED UP BY THE SENIOR
UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER, DR. THE HON. S.Y. CHUNG, WITH A PLEA TO THE
GOVERNMENT TO GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THEIR SUGGESTIONS.

WINDING UP THE BUDGET DEBATE ON BEHALF OF THE UNOFFICIALS IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, DR. CHUNG POINTED OUT THAT THE SUBJECTS
COVERED BY THE UNOFFICIALS WERE NUMEROUS, BUT THEY GENERALLY GROUPED
UNDER SIX MAJOR HEADINGS: BUDGETARY STRATEGY AND F INANCING POL ICY=
TRADE, INDUSTRY AND ECONOMY= SOCIAL WELFARE AND MEDICAL SERVICES=
HOUSING AND EDUCATION= CONTROL OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND TAXATION.,

DR, CHUNG DESCRIBED TAXATION AS POSSIBLY THE MOST IMPORTANT
SUBJECT IN ANY BUDGET DEBATE, AND ECHCED THE VIEWS OF THE MAJORITY
OF UNOFFICIALS CONCERNING SUPPLEMENTARY PERSONAL ALLOWANCE.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY PROPOSED A MAX IMUM SUPPLEMENTARY
PERSONAL ALLOWANCE OF $2,500 FOR A SINGLE PERSON AND §5,000 FOR
A MARRIED PERSON WITH A +CLAW-BACK+ OF 20 PER CENT.

DR. CHUNG, HOWEVER, MADE A COUNTER SUGGESTION THAT THE
MAX IMUM SHOULD BE PEGGED TO THE INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING
SINCE MARCH 1973 WHEN THE PERSONAL ALLOWANCE WAS LAST RAISED. THIS
wWOULD MEAN $4,000 AND $8,000 FOR A SINGLETON AND MARRIED PERSON
RESPECTIVELY.

UNDER DR, CHUNG'S PROPOSAL, THE SUPPLEMENTARY PERSONAL
ALLOWANCE WILL BE EXTENDED TO A SINGLETON WITH AN ANNUAL INCOME OF
UP TO $34,000 AND A MARRIED PERSON WITH AN ANNUAL INCOME OF
UP TO $68,000 AS OPPOSED TO THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S RECOMMENDATION

OF UP TO $25,000 AND $50,000 RESPECTIVELY.

ALTHOUGH THIS PROPOSAL WwWOULD INCUR SOME LOSS OF REVENUE, DR.
CHUNG STRESSED THAT THE UNOFFICIALS FELT THAT IT WAS NOT +UNREASON-
ABLE+ AND DESERVED +SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION+ BY THE F INANCIAL

SECRETARY.

SHOULD THE PROPOSAL BE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE F INANCIAL
SECRETARY, HE HOPED THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE UNOFF ICIALS COULD
GET TOGETHER TO WORK OUT A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE FORMULA.

DR. CHUNG ALSO REPEATED THE STRONG PLEA MADE BY HIS TwC
UNOFF ICIAL COLLEAGUES TO BRING BACK THE DEPENDENT PARENT®S
ALLOWANCE BECAUSE +THE CHINESE, BCTH IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRADITION
AND CUSTOM, LOOK AT THE NEED TO SUPPORT A DEPENDENT PARENT AS
cVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN SUPPORTING A WIFE.+

R.

|

ON THE QUESTION OF RATES AND RATEABLE VALUES,
SUPPORTED REV. MCGOVERN'’S ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE BA
BY GOVERNMENT IN THE ASSESS OF RATEABLE V-

CHUNG

FORMULA

D
S
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+HE ARGUES WITH CONSIDERABLE LOGIC THAT, AS RATES ARE NO
LONGER A PAYMENT FOR SERVICES RENDERED BUT NOW A FORM OF INDIRECT
TAXATION, IT 1S NOT FAIR TO PUT THE BURDEN SOLELY ON THE OCCUP IERS
OF PREMISES,+ DR. CHUNG SAID.

THE SENIOR UNOFFICIAL MEMBER SAID THAT MR. JAMES WU ALSO
ARGUED THAT SINCE GOVERNMENT HAD ALLOWED LANDLORDS A 10 PER CENT
INCREASE IN RENTALS PER YEAR, WHY SHOULD IT ALLOW ITSELF AN
INCREASE OF AS MUCH AS 33-1/3 PER CENT IN RATES. MR. WU BELIEVED
THAT A REDUCTION TO A 25 PER CENT MAXIMUM INCREASE FOR THE FIRST
YEAR WOULD PROVIDE A MEASURE OF RELIEF FROM HARDSHIP AND

DIFFICULTY.

DR. CHUNG OBSERVED THAT THE REAL BASIC CAUSE CF PUBLIC RESENT-
MENT OVER THIS ISSUE WAS THE INCREASE FROM BETWEEN 60 PcR CENT
AND 80 PER CENT TO OVER 100 PER CENT IN THE RATIO OF RATEABLE VALUE
TO ACTUAL RENTAL. ?

HE HOPED THAT CLARIFICATION WOULD BE GIVEN BY THE GOVERNMENT
ON THE GENUINE FACTORS WHICH HAVE LED TO SUCH A SHARP INCREASE IN
RATEABLE VALUES OF PREMISES, THUS HELPING THE PUBLIC BETTER UNDER-
STAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF THIS PARTICULAR EXERCISE.

REFERRING TO THE CONTROL OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURE, DR. CHUNG
EXPRESSED +DISAPPOINTMENT+ OVER THE GOVERNMENT’S LACK OF ANSWER
TO THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS MADE BY UNOFFICIAL MEMBERS, AND LOOKED
FORWARD TO A +POSITIVE+ REPLY.

HE REPEATED MR. F.K. LI’3 CALL FOR THE SETTING UP OF A PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD EXAMINE THE ACCOUNTS OF GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS, ENFORCE A SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABILITY FOR SUBVENTED
ORGANISATIONS AND TO LOOK MORE CLOSELY AT SPECIFIC POINTS RAISED BY
THE DIRECTOR OF AUDIT.

ON HOUSING AND EDUCATION, DR, CHUNG POINTED OUT THAT HOME
OWNERSHIP +FOSTERS A SENSE OF BELONGING AND REINFORCES SOCIAL
STABILITY+,

+IN A PLACE LIKE HONG KONG WHERE MANY PEOPLE LOOK AT IT AS A
TRANS IENT CENTRE,+ HE SAID, +THESE CONSIDERATIONS ARE OF PARAMOUNT
IMPORTANCE FOR OUR CONTINUED SURVIVAL.+

HOWEVER, HE URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE DUE NOTICE OF THE
SUGGESTION MADE BY MR. JOHN BREMRIDGE ON MARKETING THE PROJECT.

DR. CHUNG SAID HONG KONG'S FUTURE WELL-BEING ALSO D
THE ONLY RESOURCE IT HAS -- MANPOWER.

HE EMPHAS ISED THAT HONG KONG MUST FULLY DEVELCP THIS
THROUGH MORE INTEGRATED EDUCATION PLANNING AND MORE
DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND INDUSTRIAL TRAININ
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IN HIGHL IGHTING THE POINTS RAISED ON SOCIAL WELFARE AND MzZDICAL
SERVICES BY HIS UNOFFICIAL COLLEAGUES, DR. CHUNG ASKED WITH A
CHALLENGE WHO COULD NOW SAY WITH JUSTIFICATION THAT HONG KONG HAD
NOT BEEN PUTTING SUFFICIENT EMPHASIS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL
Il"lIELFARE -

HZ WAS REFERRING TO THE MASSIVE INCREASE IN EXPENDITURE IN
THIS FIELD FROM ONLY $55 MILLION IN 1971-72 TO OVER $430 MILL ION
IN 1977-78 OR ALMOST EIGHT TIMES AS MUCH AFTER ONLY SIX YEARS.

R. CHUNG, HOWEVER, JOINED HIS UNOFF ICIAL COLLEAGUES IN

G FOR +SYMPATHETIC+ CONSIDERATION BY THE GOVERNMENT TO
CHANGE ITS POLICY IN THE PROVISION OF CAPITAL FUNDS FOR SOCIAL
WELFARE EXPANSION IN ORDER TO AVOID STOP-GO PLANNING AND TO
ENSURE STEADY PROGRESS IN OUR SOCIAL PROGRAMMES.

HE ALSO ADVOCATED LOWERING THE AGE LIMIT OF ELIGIBILITY FOR
INF IRMITY ALLOWANCE FROM 75 TO 70 AND EVENTUALLY TO 65, AND THE
PLE IN

REMOVAL OF THE PRESENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST OLD PEO
INSTITUTION CARE.

REFERRING TO MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES, DR. CHUNG URGED THE
GOVERNMENT TO GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THE PROPOSALS PUT
FORTH BY DR. HARRY FANG WHO, HE SAID, GAVE +A MOST VALUABLE INSIGHT
INTO THE PROBLEMS OF OUR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES.+

+THE HIGH TURNOVER OF DOCTORS IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE IS NO
SECRET AND IF THE STANDARD OF OUR MEDICAL SERVICES IS TO BE
IMPROVED, A SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM MUST BE FOUND AND FOUND
QUICKLY,+ HE SAID,

ON MATTERS OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND THE ECONOMY, DR. CHUNG SAID
MOST UNOFF ICIALS WERE +FAR FROM HAPPY+ WITH THE GOVERNMENT’S LAND
AND SALES POLICY, WHICH 1S A VITAL FACTOR OF PRODUCTION.

HE INDICATED 'THAT BECAUSE OF A LACK OF A LONG-TERM LAND SALES
POLICY THE RESULT WAS THAT LAND PRICES” HAD BECOME UNREAL ISTICALLY
HIGH.

DR. CHUNG QUOTED AN EXAMPLE WHICHyHE SAID, SHOWED THE
+TREMENDOUS DISADVANTAGE+ IN HONG KONG’S EXPORT=ORIENTED
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY AS FAR AS CAPITAL AND PRODUCTION COST

A S
WERE CONCERNED AS A RESULT OF THE UNREALISTICALLY HIGH LAND PRICE

+| AM SURE A LARGE NUMBER OF UNOFFICIAL MEMBERS SUPPORT THE
CALL OF MR. JAMES WU AND MISS LYDIA DUNN THAT WE NEED A MORE
COMPREHENS IVE APPROACH TO THE PRODUCTION AND USE OF LAND WITH A
VIEW TC CATERING PROPERLY FOR THE NEEDS OF BOTH THE PUELIC AND
THE PRIVATE SECTORS,+ HE SAID.

DR. GCHUNG ALSO SPOT-L IGHTED THE PROBLEMS OF HONG KONG’S
EXPORTS, PARTICULARLY CLOTHING AND TEXTILE PRODUCTS IN VIEW OF
THE UNILATERAL ABROGATION OF BI-LATERAL TRADE AGREEMENTS BY HONG
XONG’S TRADING PARTNERS, AND THE COMPETITION FROM THE MAIN RIVALS,
SOUTH KOREA AND TAIWAN,




THURSDAY, MA

HE SUPPORTED MR. FRANCIS TIEN'S REQUEST FCR A RE-ASSURANCE
FROM HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT THAT IT SHOULD NOT ONLY PLAY NO PART
IN THE EEC IN MATTERS WHICH ADVERSELY OR UNFAIRLY AFFECT HONG KONG
BUT SHOULD DO MORE TO DEFEND AND SAFEGUARD HONG KONG'S INTERESTS.

LOOK ING AT THZ 1977-78 BUDGET AS A WHOLE, HOWEVER, DR. CHUNG
SAID ALL THE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS WERE IN GENERAL SUPPORT OF THE
FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S PROPOSALS THOUGH SOME ACADEMICS AND OTHERS
HAD DESCRIBED IT AS DULL, UNEXCITING AND UNIMAGINATIVE.

HE PRAISED THE F INANCIAL SECRETARY FOR HIS +FINE PERFORMANCE+
IN PRESENTING THE BUDGET.

S o (i e {CHE 0 e e

MACHINERY GUARDING REGULATIONS EFFECTIVE FRCM TOMORROW
¥ % X % %

FACTORY PROPRIETORS AND WORKERS WERE TODAY REMINDED THAT
THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS (GUARDING AND CPERATION
?F MACH!?ERY} REGULATIONS 1976 WILL COME INTO FORCE TCMORROW
APRIL 1).

THE REGULATIONS WHICH AIM TO BRING ABOUT A SAFER INDUSTRIAL
ENV IRONMENT FOR WORKERS, GIVE GUIDANCE ON THE GUARDING OF
DANGEROUS MACH INERY.

THEY SPECIFY DANGEROUS PARTS OF MACHINERY OR PLANT WHICH
NEED EFFECTIVE GUARDING, AND DESCRIBE FIVE METHODS OF GUARDING,
WHICH CAN BE ADOPTED.

UNDER THE REGULATIONS, OFFENDERS COULD BE FINED FOR NOT
ADEQUATELY GUARDING DANGEROUS PARTS OF MACHINERY OR FOR NOT
USING MACHINE GUARDS.

MR. DAVID LIN, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR, SAID:
+THESE REGULATIONS WERE APPRCVED BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
IN AUGUST LAST YEAR AND TIME WAS ALLOWED FOR PROPRIETORS TO
“AKE ADJUSTMENTS AND MODIFICATIONS TC THEIR MACHINES TO PROVIDE
THEM WITH PROPER GUARDING,

+JDURING THIS TIME OUR INSPECTORATE AFF HAS BEEN HclLPING

UCATE EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS IN THE | Y TRAINING AND

CITY,+ HE ADDED.

ULATICNS,

0 HELP PROPRIETORS AND WORKERS TO COMPLY WITH THE R
F NTED FUS

T i
XPLANATORY HANDBOOK IN ENGLISH AND CHINESE HAS EEEN PR
DISTRIBUTION.

o
]
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LEGCO APPROVES PROPOSALS ON RATES
* % % ¥ % *

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY APPROVED A RESOLUTION UNDER
ATING ORDINANCE, GIVING EFFECT TO THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S
-FOLD PROPOSALS ON RATES =— OUTLINED IN HIS BUDGET STATEMENT.

F IN MOVING THE MOTION FOR THE RESCLUTION, THE F INANCIAL
SECRETARY, THZ HON. PHILIP HADDON-CAVE TOLD *HE COUNCIL THAT HIS
FIRST PROPOSAL =—— A REDUCTICON IN THZ GENERAL RATES FROM 12 TO
7-1/2 PER CENT FROM APRIL 1, 1977 =- WAS RELATED TO THE RECENT
REVALUATION.,

HEZ NOTED THAT RATEABLE VALUES FOR 1977-78 WOULD BE
SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER THAN THOSE IN THE CURRENT VALUATION LIST
BcCAUSE +RATEABLE VALUES ARE BASED ON MARKET RENTS AND
EXISTING RATEABLE VALUES WERZ ASSESSED IN 1972 WHEN RENTS
WERE MUCH LOWER THAN THEY ARE TODAY+,

+G|IVEN THE REVALUATION, SINCE REVENUE FROM RATES FOR
1977-78 MED LIKELY TO BE SuBSTAhTIhLLY HIGHER THAN
~OR 1976-77, | CAME TC THE CONCLUSION, WHICH | ANNOUNCED ON
5TH JANUARY LAST IN THIS COUNCIL, THAT | WAS IN A POSI ITION
TO PROPOSE A REDUCTION IN THZ PERCENTAGE CHARGE.

+IN LINE WITH THE POLICY OF ACHIEVING A STEADY GROWTH
IN GENERAL RATE REVENUE, | AM SATISFIED THAT THE 4.5 PERCENTAGE
POINTS REDUCTION IN THE GENERAL RATE IS JUSTIFIED AND IN
THE PUBLIC’S INTEREST,+ HE SAID,

ON HIS SECOND PROPCSAL WHICH SEEKS TO REDUCE
COUNCIL RATE BY TWO PERCENTAGE PCINTS FROM SIX TO FCUR 3
THZ FINANCIAL SECRETARY INDICATED THAT SINCE APRIL 1,
URBAN AREAS HAD BEEN CHARGED THE UREAN COUNCIL RATE IN A
TO THe GENERAL RATE.

HE SAID THE URBAN COUNCIL RATE AT SIX PER CENT WAS
CALCULATED TO YIELD SUFFICIENT REVENUZ TO MEET THE COUNCIL’S
SUDGETTED NET EXPENDITURE IN 1973-74.,

THIS PERCENTAGE RATE, HE WENT ON, HAD YIELDED SUFFICIENT
REVENUE FOR THE COUNCIL'S NET EXPENDITURE SINCE THEN.

+GIVEN THE NEW RATEABLE VALUES FROM THE 1976 REVALUATION
THE COUNCIL HAS RcCOMMENDED AND IT IS PROPOSED BY THE GOVERNCR
THAT THE URBAN COUNCIL RATE BE SET AT FOUR PER CENT,+ THE
FINANCIAL SECRETARY EXPLAINED.

MR, HADDON-CAVE POINTED OUT THAT
TwO PROPOSALS wOULD EE TO REDUCE

UREAN AREAS FROM 18 TO 11-1/2 PZR

HE SAID: THE TOTAL RATES PAY
SOME CASES, ACTUa'LV ESS.
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+REDUCTIONS WILL BE ENJOYED BY A PROPORTION OF RATEPAYERS
IN MOST CLASSES, BUT MAINLY BY THOSE IN SMALL FLATS, SHOPS
AND MISCELLANEOUS COMMERCIAL PREMISES, FACTORIES AND STORAGE
PREMISES AND BY THE RATEPAYERS IN SOME 1,000 OR SO PRE-WAR
PREMISES, +

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY THEN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN HIS
THIRD PROPOSAL: REDUCTION IN THE GENERAL RATE IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES IN A WAY AND TO AN EXTENT COMPARABLE TO THAT
PROPOSEZD FOR THE URBAN AREAS.

UNDER THE PROPOSAL, THE GENERAL RATE PERCENTAGE FOR TSUEN
WAN/KWA | CHUNG FOR 1977-78 WOULD BE REDUCED FROM 18 TO 11
PER CENT AND THE CORRESPONDING GENERAL RATE PERCENTAGE FOR
THE SEVEN AREAS, NAMELY YUEN LONG, TAIl PO, SHA TIN, TUEN MUN,
CLEARWATER BAY ROAD, LUEN WO MARKET/ON LOK TSUEN AND SHEK WU
HUI, BROUGHT INTO ASSESSMENT FROM APRIL 1 LAST, WOULD BE SEVEN
PER CENT.

THE RATE CHARGE FOR THE NEW AREA == SAIl KUNG == BROUGHT
INTO ASSESSMENT FROM APRIL 1, THIS YEAR WOULD BE 5.5 PER CENT.

MR, HADDON-CAVE SAID THZ TOTAL YIELD FROM THE GENERAL
RATES FOR 1977-78, APPLYING THESE NEW PERCENTAGES TO THE NEW
RATEABLE VALUES, wWAS ESTIMATED AT $767 MILLION,

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY ALSO TOLD THE COUNCIL THAT THE
GOVEZRNOR HAD SIGNED THE NECESSARY REVENUE PROTECTION ORDER UNDER
THE REVENUZ PROTECTION ORDINANCE, THEREBY GIVING EFFECT TO
THZ SCHEME OF REL IEF FOR RATEPAYERS PROPOSED IN HIS BUDGET.

UNDER THE SCHEME, THE RATES PAYABLE BY A RATEPAYER IN
1977-78, IRRESPECTIVE OF INCREASES IN RATEABLE VALUES, SHOULD NOT
INCREASE BY MORE THAN 33-1/2 PER CENT OF THE RATES PAID BY HIM
IN 1976~71..

IN ADDITION, THE RATES PAYAELE BY A RATEPAYER IN i
1578=-79 SHOULD NOT INCREASE BY MORE THAN 33-1/3 PER CENT OF THE RATES
PAID BY HIM IN 1977-78.
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WALLA-WALLA SERVICE BETWEEN
HAS ALSO BEEN INCREASED

I

o
|
— m

o>

&y 0

n
oo

T )
— 0
m
X -

-
= m

= = [T}

L% ]
L)

A SPO TRANSPO

HE NEW ' ' INTRODUCED FO
JITH THE HONG KONG AND KOWLOON MOTOR BOATS ASSOCIATION, AND A
DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE PROFITABILITY OF THE OPERATION OF
WALLA=WALLAS,
THEY TAKE
U

INTO ACCOUNT HIGHER WAGES AND OPERATING COSTS AND
JSINES

S FOLLOWING THE OPENING OF THE CROSS—HAREOUR

K
THE DROP IN E

TUNNEL.

THS LAST TIME THAT THE WALLA=WALLAS INCREASED THEIR FARES
wAS JUST OVER THREE YEARS AGO.

NEW FARE SCALES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

BOATS LICENSED  BOATS LICENSED

TO CARRY TO CARRY MOR
BETWEEN 30 AND  THAN 50

S 50 PASSENGERS PASSENGERS
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CAREERS EXHIBITION ON WHEELS
® x KX K%
ENTS TODAY (THURSDAY)

AUNDREDS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUD
KED TO THE KING GECRGE V SCHOOL IN KOWLOON TO SEE A
ERS EXHIBITION CN WHEELS,
EY THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT ADVISORY SERVICE OF
THE TwO-DAY EXHIBITION AIMS TO
INFORMATION TO WOULD-BE

1 A~
e ot Rt
AR E
=

ORGANISED
THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT,
D¢ MINATE UP=-TO-DATE CAREERS
”CH“Dh LEAVERS.
T FEATURES A DioPLAY OF CAREERS LITERATURES, PHOTOGRAPHS,
JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN

CHARTS AND CARTOONS ON A WIDE RANGE OF
THE GOVERNMENT, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SECTORS.

THE VISUAL COMMUNICATION SYSTEM RECENTLY DONATED BY THE
ROTARY CLUB OF VICTORIA IS BEING PUT TO GOOD USE DURING THE

SXHIEITION.

WAH LANE TO TRAFFIC
* % *

THE NORTHERN SECTION hHu LANE BETWEEN DES VOEUX ROAD
NTRAL AND CONNAUGHT ROAL wiLL BE RE—OPENED TO TRAFFIC
M 10 A.M. ON SATURDAY

REOPENING OF MAN

H ENTRANCE AND VENTILATION
LWAY WESTERN MARKET

RIAGEWAY AVAILABLE FOR TRAFFIC WILL
PARTMENT SPOKESMAN URGED DRIVERS

TOHS TO AVQOID USING MAN WAR LANE AS MUCH

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE POSTED TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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¥ THE DIRECTOR OF , MR. FRED WATSON, WILL TAKE
THEZ SALUTE AT A PAS | .ﬂ. AT THE HONG KONG SEA SCHOQOL
W | .

IN STANLEY TOMORRO G

HE WILL ALSO PRESENT CERTIFICATES TO THE GRADUATES
WHO WILL SOON BE LEAVING THE SCHOOL FOR SERVICE AT SEA WITH THE
MERCHANT NAVY.

T

ENTATION, MR. WATSON AND A NUMBER OF
S WILL TOUR THE SCHOOL TO SEE THE STUDENTS
G SESSIONS,
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NOTE TO EDITORS: THE HONG KONG SEA SCHOOL CORDIALLY INVITES
YOU TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO COVER THE EVENT
WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT 10.30 A.M, A SCHOOL
OFFICIAL WILL BE ON HAND TO ASSIST THE PRESS.

WATER CUT
¥ * ¥ ¥

UPPLY TO A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN WESTERN DISTRICT
PO wWILL BE INTERRUPTED FCR FIVE HOURS FROM

TURDAY (APRIL 2) TO ENABLE THE WATER SUPPL IES

O CARRY QUT NIGHT LEAKAGE TESTS IN THE AREAS.

IN WESTERN DISTRICT, THE AREA AFFECTED IS BOUNDED EY
MORRISCN STREET, WING LOK STREET, THE SOUTH SIDE OF DES VOETUX
R0AD WEST, SUTHZRLAND STREET AND QUEEN’S ROAD WEST.

IN SHAM SHUI PO, THE PREMISES AFFECTED ARE BOUNDED BY CHEUNG
STREET, PO ON ROAD, PRATAS STREET, UN CHAU STREET, TONK IN
T AND CASTLE PEAK ROAD, INCLUDING SHUN NING ROAD, FAT
AND WING LUNG STREET.

~
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40 FIRE HAZARD ABATEMENT NOTICES
ISSUED TO SAN PO KONG FACTORY OWNERS
* % % X %

OFF ICERS OF THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT TURNED UP IN FULL
FORCE TODAY TG INSPECT THE COMMON MEANS OF ESCAPE IN FACTORIES
IN SAN PO KONG AREA.

THE INSPECTION FOLLOWS THE ONE MADE LAST WEEK WHEN MOST
OF THZ BUILDINGS INSPECTED WERE FOUND TO BE IN UNSATISFACTORY
COND I TIONS.

OVER 100 MEN TOOK PART IN TODAY’S OPERATION WHICH LASTED
FOR MORE THAN SEVEN HOURS.

ALTOGETHER 16 FACTORY BUILDINGS WERE INSPECTED RESULTING
IN THE ISSUE OF 40 FIRE HAZARD ABATEMENT NOTICES ON THE SPOT.
ANCTHER 36 ABATEMENT NOTICES MAINLY RELATING TO STRUCTURAL
ALTERATIONS WILL BE ISSUED LATER.

IN ADDITION, SUMMONS WILL ALSO BE TAKEN OUT AGAINST A FACTORY
R FOR CONTRAVENTION OF THE REQUIREMENTS IN THE ABATEMENT
CE PREVIOUSLY SERVED OK HIM,
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THE OFF ICERS WILL CONTINUE THE INSPECTION IN THE AREA
ROW (FRI

=

TOMCR DAY).
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