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CUSTOMS AND EXCISE AMONG MOST EFFICIENT IN WORLD
* % % *

HONG KONG EXISTS LARGELY BY INTERNATIONAL TRADE, AND THE
MANY ACTIVITIES THAT THIS ENTAILS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUIREMENT
OF OUR OVERSEAS TRADING PARTNERS HAS GIVEN RISE TQ ONE OF THE
MOST EFF ICIENT CUSTOMS AND EXCISE SERVICES IN THE WORLD.

WHILE ITS MAJOR ACTIVITY IS STILL CONCERNED WITH FACILITAT ING
THE SMOOTH FLOW OF GOODS OF ALL KINDS TO AND FROM HONG KONG, THE
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE SERVICE, NEVERTHELESS, STANDS HIGH IN
INTERNAT IONAL ASSESSMENT AS A DRUG~F IGHTING BODY.

ITS ANTI=NARCOTICS OPERATIONS, WHICH INVOLVE A SUBSTANTIAL
PART OF ITS MANPOWER, RESULTED IN THE SEIZURE LAST YEAR OF
SOME 190 KILOGRAMS OF NARCOTICS, WORTH ABOUT $60 MILLION IN THE
STREETS, AND THE ARREST OF 750 PERSONS.

BUT TRADE FACILITATION REMAINS AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION,
PROBABLY MORE SO IN HONG KONG THAN IN MOST OTHER COUNTRIES, SAID
THE COMMISS|IONER OF CUSTOMS AND EXCISE, MR DOUGLAS JORDAN.

HONG KONG’S TOTAL MERCHANDISE TRADE LAST YEAR, FOR INSTANCE
CAME TO $260 BILLION, IN THE FORM OF ABOUT $138 BILLION IN
IMPORTS, $80 BILLION WORTH OF EXPORTS AND SOME $42 BILLION OF
RE-EXPORTS.

ALL OF THIS INVOLVED THOUSANDS OF AIRCRAFT AND VESSELS -
(AND ABOUT NINE MILLION PASSENGERS), IN ADDITION TO THE MILLIONS
OF POSTAL PACKAGES, THOUSANDS OF CONTAINERS OF MANUFACTURED
PRODUCTS, AND RAW MATERIALS AND OTHER ARTICLES,

IN FACT, THE SERVICE IS NOW RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DIRECT
ENFORCEMENT OF 16 ORDINANCES INVOLVING REVENUE COLLECTION,
COPYRIGHT, COUNTERFEIT, AND DANGEROUS DRUGS AND OTHER CONTRAEAND.

TO COPE WITH THE INCREASING COMPLEXITY AND VOLUME OF ITS
WORKLOAD, THE SERVICE LAST YEAR UNDERTOOK A MAJOR REORGANISATION
OF ITS ACTIVITIES, WHICH IS NOW NEARLY COMPLETED. IN DOING SO,
IT HAD TO INCREASE ITS MANPOWER BY 454 PERSONS TO ITS PRESENT
STRENGTH OF 2 158, WHICH IS THE MAJOR PART OF THE 3 00O STRONG
CUSTOMS AND CONTROLS DEPARTMENT.

WHEN THE SERVICE BEGAN IN 1909 AS A SMALL DIVISION OF WHAT
WAS THEN THE IMPORT AND EXPORT DEPARTMENT, IT HAD A STAFF OF 26,
RECALLED MR JORDAN. THE WORK THEN, HOWEVER, WAS EQUALLY VERY
LIMITED IN A VERY MUCH SMALLER HONG KONG.

THE PRESENT CUSTOMS AND EXCISE SERVICE NOW ORGANISED IN THE
FIELD IN THREE LARGELY AUTONOMOUS REGIONS HAS THREE SPECIAL JSED
SUPPORT BRANCHES AT HEADQUARTERS = THE GEMNERAL ADMINISTRATION
UNIT DEALING WITH STAFFING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT, A TECHNICAL
BUREAU PROVIDING A +THINK=TANK+ FOR THE SERVICE AND THE CUSTOMS
INVESTIGATION BUREAU (CIR).
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MR K.S. TONG, WHO HEADS THE CIB, SAID THE NEW ARRANGEMENT
ENABLES EACH REGION TO TAKE PROMPT ACTION WITHOUT HAVING TO
REFER CONSTANTLY TO HEADQUARTERS FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

+THE CIB WILL ASSIST THE REGIONAL DIVISIONS ONLY I[N MAJOR
AND COMPLEX CASES, UPON REQUEST, OR WHEN INTER-REGIONAL ACTION
IS CONTEMPLATED,+ HE ADDED.

IN ADDITION TO ITS GENERAL INVESTIGATION WORK THE CIB IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR DETECTING ORGANISED DRUG RUNNING AND TRAFF ICK ING
OF A MAJOR NATURE.

DRUG TRAFF ICKERS, EXPLAINED MR TONG, ARE NOW EMPLOYING
EVER MORE INGENIOUS AND SOPHISTICATED WAYS TO PLY THEIR NEFARIOUS
TRADE.

SOME FOR INSTANCE ARE EMPLOYING NEW METHODS OF CONCEALMENT,
SUCH AS INSIDE TROPICAL FRUITS AND CANNED FOOD. OTHERS TRY
TO CATCH THE CUSTOMS OFF GUARD BY DIVERTING THEIR DRUGS
THROUGH PLACES KNOWN FOR THEIR TOUGH REGULATIONS AND
SURVE ILLANCE - SUCH AS SINGAPORE, TOKYO, TAIPE| AND BEIJING -
TO DISCOURAGE CUSTOMS ATTENTION IN HONG KONG.,

MASS IVE DRUG SHIPMENTS, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO BE MADE
FROM SEA-GOING VESSELS. LAST YEAR A RECORD-HIGH SEIZURE OF
DEHYDRATED OPIUM TOTALL ING 82.7 KILOGRAMS WAS MADE ON BOARD
ONE _VESSEL FROM SINGAPORE, THE DRUGS WERE FOUND INSIDE A SPARE
PISTON AND IN VARIOUS FALSE COMPARTMENTS OF THE SHIP. MORE
RECENTLY 73 KILOGRAMS OF HEROIN BASE WAS DETECTED IN A

CONS IGNMENT OF COMPRESSORS, AGAIN FROM SINGAPORE,

MR TONG EXPRESSED CONCERN AT THE REAPPEARANCE OF A
QUANTITY OF HIGH QUALITY NO. 4 HEROIN LAST YEAR, AND THE
INFLUX OF DRUGS AS A RESULT OF BUMPER HARVESTS IN THE NOTORIOUS
GOLDEN TRIANGLE OF THAILAND, BURMA AND LAOS.

+THERE 1S SIMPLY NO LETTING UP ON OUR WATCH FOR DRUG
TRAFF ICKERS, AND OUR BATTLE OF WITS WITH BIG TRAFFICKERS AND
THEIR COURIERS WILL GO ON,+ HE SAID.

MR JORDAN, A SENIOR OFF ICER WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM CUSTOMS
AND EXCISE BEFORE HE WAS APPOINTED COMMISSIONER IN 1977, SAID,
$THE EXPANSION AND REORGANISATION OF THE SERVICE WERE NOT ONLY
INTENDED TO IMPROVE ITS ANTI=NARCOTICS AND ANT I =COPYR IGHT
INFR INGEMENT WORK = FOR WHICH IT IS ALREADY WELL KNOWN = BUT
ALSO TO DEAL WITH OTHER VIOLATIONS DAMAGING THE ECONOMY OR
TRADING INTEGRITY OF HONG KONG+

+THE NECESSITY FOR AN ENTIRELY NEW ORGANISATION BECAME
APPARENT WITH THE GROWTH OF HONG KONG, ITS INCREASING TRADE AND
CHANG ING TRADING PATTERNS, NOT LEAST AMONG THESE IS THE
INCREAS ING TRADE AND TRAFFIC WiTH CHINA, BOTH ACROSS THE LAND
BOUNDARY AND BY SEA AND AIR+,

LAST YEAR, 41 CASES OF SMUGGL ING BY SEA BETWEEN HONG KONG
AND CHINA WERE INTERCEPTED, RESULTING [N 398 ARRESTS INVOLVING
TO 1980 WHEN ONLY 11 CASES INVOLVING GOODS WORTH ABOUT
2,67 MILLION DOLLARS WERE INTERCEPTED, AND 66 ARRESTED.

JONLY THREE ceeseee
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ONLY THREE CASES OF SMUGGL ING BY LAND ACROSS THE HONG KONG=
CHINA BORDER WERE DISCOVERED IN 1981 AND NONE THE PRECEDING YEAR.

THE INCREASE IN THE SERVICE'S MANPOWER IS EXPECTED
MATCHED BY A COMPARABLE UPGRADING OF ITS MATERIAL RESCU
METAL DETECTORS AND X-RAY MACHINES WILL BE INSTALLED TH
AT ALL CUSTOMS ENTRY POINTS TO DETECT WEAPONS AND OTHER
CONTRABAND.

MEANWHILE, THE SERVICE'S CURRENT FLEET OF SEVEN HAREOUR
AND PATROL LAUNCHES - SOME OF THEM OVER 24 YEARS OLD =
WILL BE GRADUALLY REPLACED BY A MODERN FLEET OF FAST PATROL
BOATS, SEVERAL OF WHICH WILL BE CAPABLE OF OPERATING AT SEA
CONTINUOUSLY FOR AT LEAST THREE DAYS. THE FIRST OF THE NEW
ﬁEiET OF 14 VESSELS |S EXPECTED TO BE COMMISSIONED LATER THIS
R.

THE MODERNISATION OF ITS FLEET, HAS BEEN LONG OVERDUE.
MOST SMUGGLERS' VESSELS CAN OUTRUN ANY OF THE SERVICE’S BOATS.
A ITH 350 MILES OF COASTLINE AND 243 ISLANDS DOTTING HONG KONG'S
715 SQUARE MILES OF TERRITORIAL WATERS, ALL OF THEM POTENTIAL
DRUG PICK=UP POINTS, THE NEED FOR A MUCH BIGGER AND BETTER-
EQUIPPED FLEET CANNOT BE OVER-EMPHASISED,+ AN OFFICER SAID.

THE SERVICE MAINTAINS REGULAR AND DIRECT CONTACT WITH OVER
40 FORE IGN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND ITS OFF ICERS HAVE BEEN
INVITED TO TRAIN THE IR COUNTERPARTS AND HELP ESTABLISH

COMPARABLE SERVICES IN OTHER COUNTRIES., ITS OWN TRAINING
SCHOOL IS AN $8-MILLION COMPLEX OF BUILDINGS SITUATED

AT 16-MILESTONE, CASTLE PEAK ROAD, NEW TERRITORIES. LAST YEAR,
THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE TRAINING SCHOOL GRADUATED 664 OFF ICERS,
THE LARGEST NUMBER OF GRADUATES PRODUCED IN ANY SINGLE YEAR
SINCE IT WAS OPENED IN 1974,

RECENTLY, THE SERVICE HAS INTENSIFIED ITS ACTIVITIES FOR
THE PROTECTION OF COPYRIGHT, AND MANY INSTANCES OF INFRINGEMENT
goggéagEgARKS WERE BROUGHT TO THE COURTS AND SUCCESSFULLY

IN ADDITION TO INFRINGEMENT OF PRODUCT BRANDS THERE
WERE ALSO CASES OF COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT, CONCERNING VIDEO
CASSETTES, RECORDERS, PIRATED BOOKS AND MAGAZINES, AND SOUND
TAPES. PORNOGRAPHIC TAPES WERE ALSO SEIZED IN LARGE QUANTITIES,
AND LED TO 25 PERSONS BEING CHARGED UNDER THE OBJECTIONABLE
PUBL ICATIONS ORDINANCE.

EXCEPT ON GROUNDS OF SUSPICION, CARGO AND PASSENGERS
ARE OTHERWISE EXAMINED ONLY ON A VERY SELECTIVE BASIS, IN LINE
WITH TRADE FACILITATION POLICY AND THE FREE PORT STATUS OF
HONG KONG, IT WAS EXPLAINED., BUT SUCH SELECTION IS RELATED TO
A SOPHISTICATED INTELL IGENCE SYSTEM WHICH ENABLES THE CUSTOMS
TO EXERCISE ITS ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES WITHOUT UNDUE
INTERFERENCE WITH THE TRADE AND TOURIST TRAFFIC OF HONG KONG.
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ACTIVITIES TO HELP TEACHERS PROMOTE MORAL EDUCATION
* % X

A +MORAL EDUCATION WEEK+ WILL OPEN TOMORROW (TUESDAY)
GRANTHAM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION TO HELP TEACHERS IMPROVE TH
CLASSROOM TEACHING AND STUDENT COUNSELL ING TECHMIQUES IN
CONNECTION WITH MORAL EDUCATION,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLOR, DR HO KAM-FAl, WILL OFFICIATE
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY TO BE HELD AT 9.30 AM.

DURING THE WEEK A SERIES OF SEMINARS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT
COLLEGE FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS., TOPICS
INCLUDE THE WORK OF FORM TEACHERS; CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT; EXTRA-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES; SOCIAL STUDIES, CHINESE AND ENGL ISH
SUBJECTS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL ; SOCIAL STUDIES, ENGL ISH AND CH!KESE
SUBJECTS 1IN SECONDARY SCHOOLSj;. AND STUDENT COUNSELL ING.

A DRAMA DAY AND A CARNIVAL WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 17 AT
QUEEN EL IZABETH SCHOOL, SA! YEE STREET, KOWLOON.

A POSTER COMPETITION ON MORAL EDUCATION FOR PUPILS HAS ALSO
BEEN CONDUCTED AS ONE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK.

THE +MORAL EDUCATION WEEK+ IS JOINTLY ORGANISED BY THE
ADVISORY INSPECTORATE OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, GRANTHAM
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND THE PROFESSIONAL TEACHERS' UNION.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE WELCOME TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER THE OPENING
CEREMONY OF THE +MORAL EDUCATION WEEK+ TO BE HELD TOMORROW
(APRIL 13) AT 9.30 AM AT GRANTHAM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, GASCOIGNE
ROAD, KOWLOON.

i A RN = s Y

TEMPORARY NIGHT CLOSURE OF AUSTIN ROAD
X X %

THE WESTBOUND CARRIAGEWAY OF AUSTIN ROAD IN TSIM SHA TSUI
BETWEEN PINE TREE HILL ROAD AND NATHAN ROAD WILL BE TEMPORARILY
QLOSED TO TRAFFIC — EXCEPT THOSE REQUIRING ACCESS TO PREMISES -
5§EEE% AM TO 4 AM ON WEDNESDAY (APRIL 14) FOR REPAIRS TO GAS

DURING THE CLOSURE, TRAFFIC HEADING FOR CANTON ROAD WILL
BE DIVERTED VIA COX'S ROAD AND JORDAN ROAD.

SIGNS WILL BE PUT UP TO
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SOME TIPS FOR TIN HAU WORSHIPPERS
* % X R

WORSHIPPERS ATTENDING TIN HAU FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS Al
JOSS HOUSE BAY ON FRIDAY (APRIL 16) ARE URGED TO USE WHEREVL
POSSIBLE THE SPECIAL FERRIES BEING LAID ON FOR THEM,

THE APPEAL CAME FROM THE DISTRICT OFF ICER, SAI KUNG,
MR CHAN SUI-JEUNG, WHO SAID THE FERRIES WERE A CONVENIENT wAY OF
GETTING TO JOSS HOUSE BAY.

+] WOULD ALSO LIKE TO APPEAL TO THE WORSHIPPERS TO CARRY
THEIR HONG KONG IDENTITY CARDS AND TAKE SPECIAL CARE WHEN GETTING
ON OR OFF FERRIES.

+THIS ALSO APPLIES TO THOSE GOING BY BOAT,+ HE SAID.

MR CHAN SAID MARINE POLICE AND MARINE DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES
WOULD KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON BOATS GOING TO JOSS HOUSE BAY, AND
OPERATORS WHO OVERLOADED VESSELS WERE LIABLE TO PROSECUT ION.

+ADEQUATE POLICE AND MEDICAL FACILITIES WOULD BE AVAILABLE
AT THE SCENE SHOULD EMERGENCY ARISE,+ HE ADDED.

MEANWHILE, A POLICE SPOKESMAN REMINDED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
TO BEWARE OF PICKPOCKETS WHO ARE USUALLY ACTIVE ON SUCH FESTIVE
OCCAS IONS.

HE ADDED THAT IT WAS AN OFFENCE TO POSSESS OR DISCHARGE
FIRE:ORKS, AND THAT LION DANCES WERE STRICTLY PROHIBITED ON THE
SHORE.

THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ALSO APPEALED TO WORSHIPPERS
TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST CAUSING FIRES, AND URGED SMOKERS TO
MAKE SURE THAT CIGARETTE ENDS AND MATCHES WERE PROPERLY EXTINGUISHED
BEFORE DISPOSING OF THEM, A CHECK SHOULD BE MADE BEFORE LEAVING
THE AREA TO ENSURE THAT CANDLES, JOSS-STICKS AND PAPERS WERE NOT
STILL BURNING. .

SALES OR DISPLAYS OF HYDROGEN=-F ILLED BALLOONS WERE PROHIBITED
AND VENDORS OR PURCHASERS OF HELIUM GAS FILLED BALLOONS WERE
WARNED TO AVOID EXPOSING THEM TO OPEN FIRE BECAUSE OF THE
RISK OF AN EXPLOSION,

A NEW TERRITORIES SERVICES DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN APPEALED TO
WORSHIPPERS TO PLACE ALL LITTER IN THE LARGE CONTAINERS BE ING
PROVIDED IN THE AREA FOR PUBLIC USE. IN PARTICULAR, HE URGED
PASSENGERS ON THE FERRY NOT TO THROW RUBBISH ONTO THE SEA.

HE WARNED THAT PEOPLE DISCARDING REFUSE INDISCRIMINATELY
MIGHT BE F INED.
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TAI PO MARKET STALLS FOR AUCTION
x % *

FIVE STALLS AT TWO TA| PO MARKETS WILL BE PUT UP FOR PUBL L
AUCTION ON WEDNESDAY (APRIL 14).

THE AUCTION WILL BE HELD AT 10 AM AT THE CONFERENCE RQOO
THE TAl PO URBAN SERVICES OFF ICE ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF MEI TAl
BUILDING, KWONG FUK ROAD, TAI| PO.

OF THE STALLS, TWO AT TAIl PO MARKET ARE FOR SELLING FRUITS
AND THE OTHER TWO ARE FOR SELLING FISH, WHILE THE REMAINING ONE
AT TAl PO KUK TENG MARKET IS FOR SELLING FROZEN MEAT.

. THE UPSET MONTHLY RENTALS FOR THE STALLS RANGE FROM $70 TO
DD.

SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS CAN START OPERATING BUSINESS ON MAY 1 FOR
A CONTRACT PERIOD OF THREE YEARS,

ONLY PERSONS AGED 21 OR ABOVE CAN TAKE PART IN THE AUCTION
AND POTENTIAL BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO BRING ALONG THEIR IDENTITY
CARDS AND FIVE PHOTOGRAPHS TO THE AUCTION VENUE.

INTERESTED PERSONS MAY ALSO CONTACT THE TAI PO URBAN SERVICES
OFF ICER ON TELEPHONE O-677111 EXT. 158 FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

o Al i R

TAl HANG ROAD FLYOVER ONE-THIRD COMPLETE
* % % %

WORK ON THE $75 MILLION TAI HANG ROAD FLYOVER IS PROGRESSING
SMOOTHLY.

A SPOKESMAN FCR THE HIGHWAYS OFF ICE OF THE ENGINEERING
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY (MONDAY) THAT WORK ON THE
PROJECT WAS ABOUT ONE-THIRD COMPLETE.

THE TWO-WAY FLYOVER, MEASURING 550 METRES IN LENGTH, WILL
RUN FROM THE LOWER END OF TAl HANG ROAD THROUGH MORETON TERRACE
CROSS ING CAUSEWAY ROAD TO JOIN GLOUCESTER ROAD ON THE WEST SIDE
OF VICTORIA PARK,

+THERE WILL BE CONNECTING RAMPS AT MORETON TERRACE AND TUNG
LO WAN ROAD TO EASE TRAFFIC CONGESTION AT THE JUNCTION OF TAI
HANG ROAD AND TUNG LO WAN ROAD,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE PROJECT, SCHEDULED TO BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF NEXT
YEAR, ALSO INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PEDESTRIAN FOOTBR IDGE
AND AN OFF-STREET BUS TERMINUS.

THE 35-METRE COVERED FOOTBRIDGE WILL SPAN CAUSEWAY ROAD AT
ITS JUNCTION WITH SHELTER STREET. THE NEW BUS TERMINUS WILL BE
LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF MORETON TERRACE AND TUNG LO WAN ROAD.
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OPEN DISTRICT BOARD MEETING AT KWUN TONG
X X % %

AN OPEN-MEETING OF THE KWUN TONG DISTRICT BOARD WILL BE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY (APRIL 14) AT 2.30 PM |N THE SCHOOL HALL
OF DELIA MEMORIAL SCHOOL AT YUET WAH STREET,

IT WILL BE THE NINTH MEETING HELD BY THE BOARD SINCE ITS
FORMAT ION LAST YEAR.

PORTS OF THE SUB-COMMITTEES ON CULTURE,
RECREATION AND SPORTSH: F INANCE; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT:
SOCIAL SERVICES AND WORKS PROJECTS.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, PARTICULARLY DISTRICT RESIDENTS ARE
WELCOME TO ATTEND THIS MEETING, AND SHOULD CONTACT MISS HELEN
LEUNG KIM=LIN, EXECUTIVE OFF ICER OF THE DISTRICT OFFICE, ON
TUESDAY (APRIL 13) BETWEEN 2.30 PM AND 5 PM AT TELEPHONE 3=416315

1.

EXT. 41

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE KWUN TONG DISTRICT BOARD
OPEN-MEETING ON WEDNESDAY (APRIL 14) AT 2.30 PM IN THE SCHOOL
HALL OF DELIA MEMORIAL SCHOOL AT YUET WAH STREET, KWUN TONG.






