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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN HONG KONG
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The Education Department, together with a number of other Government

departments, voluntary agencies and firms, have been promoting environmental
education in Hong Kong, the Deputy Director of Education (Professional),
Mr. Ho Nga-ming, said this afterncon.

He was speaking at the joint prize-giving ceremony of the school
vegetable plenting competition and the school children flower growing
competition.

Mr. Ho thanked Mr. Chauncey Ng, District Governor, Lions International,
District 303, for a donation of 420,000 for two environmental studies projects -
"Shore Watch' which will be launched later this month and "Prectical Aquatic
Ecology' which will begin in early May.

Environmental studies projects organised by the Education Department
in recent years include tree-planting festivals, school forestry work camps
and training camps for student conservation leaders. With the co-operation
of the Agriculture and Fisheries Depertment conservation talks were given to
students.

In addition, the Department was responsible for organising the Clean
Water Survey and the Pure aAir Survey which were sponsored by two firms.

Mr. Ho said that more than 50,000 pupils had taken part in the school
vegetable planting competitions. The &ude ts come from 90 participating
schools in Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories.

He thanked the Lions' for donating gardening kits to the schools, thus
enabling the students to continue with their practical gardening work. This
fitted very well with the aims of teaching environmental studies in relation

to nature study and rural science in primary schools.

/This year assess
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This year pupils from 56 schools took part in the school children
flower growing competition, Mr. Ho said.
s e e o o ok
Note to Editors:
Copies of the lists of prize-winners sre distributed separately in

the G.I.5. press boxes.
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NiM LAW PAEVENTING SPREAD OF PLANT PESTS AND DISIASES
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The Plant (Importation and Pest Control) Ordinance 1€

at preventing the spread of plant pests and diseases by controlli
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importation of

ithe new law gives legislative effect to the Plant Protecti

Agreement for South East Asiz,- the terms of which Hong Kong is corni

comply.
Under the Ordinance, the importation of certain plants
allowed subject to guarantine.
These plant e : tree eotton, sterculia, cocoa,
pineapple, citrus, sweet Potato ; banana, cotton, groundnut and
All other plants require only an import licence issuad
Director of Agriculture and Fisheries and a valid phytosanitary
from the exporting country.
Application for the required licence,
made by writing to the Director of Agriculture and Fish
ernment Cffices, Canton Road, Kowloon.
for the department said, however, there
on the importation of cut flowers, fruits and vegetable for co

spices for human and animal consumption or fer

d tobacco and manufactured articles incorperstin
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Importation of seeds for propagation is allowed provid

accompanied by a valid phytosanitary certificate. Howeve

plant pests and soil in transit or transshipment is permit

re securely packed.

contravenes any provision of this Urdin

~

f $10,000 and to imprisonment for six montiv

information please contact the Plant Regulatory

the Agrioulturc and Fisheries Department on Tel. No. 2-682111,
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ATHLATIC MEET IN KOGWLOCN CITY
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The finals of the second Kowloon City District athletic meet

held tomorrow (Sunday) at Kowloon Tsai Park, Kowloon City

athletic meet is jointly organised by the City Distri

(Kowloon City), the Kowloon City District Youth Services Council

Education Department.

] 1

> than 1,400 youths in Kowloon City participated in the

which began on March 21.

The prize-giving ceremony will be officiated by Hr.

Caswell, Principal Education Officer (Physical Education), and

Mair, Principsl Recreation and Sports Officer of the Educetion

0 Bditors: Media representatives are cordially invited

fin

cover the meet, which starts at 9 a.m. The prize-g

ceremony will be held at 3.30 p.m.
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200,000 BENEFIT FROM YOUTH SCHEME
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Nearly 200,000 people have benefited from the Social Welfare Department's

"Opportunities for Youth" Scheme, since it was introduced at the end of 1974.
Ir. Thomas Lee,

This was stated by the Director of Social Welfare,

today when he opened an Ixhibition on the scheme at the Main Concourse of

the Ocean Terminal.
Mr. Lee noted that so far financial aids had been allocated to 149

projects in which more than 5,000 young wvolunteers were involved.
"The expenses required for the running of these projects amounted to

some 180,000 which were met by a grant of $50,000 from the Special Fund,

$40,000 from the Sir Robert Hotung Charitable Fund and 90,000 from the

Government."

The "Opportunity for Youth" Séhéme; ig an innovative youth project
launched by the Social Welfare Depaftment through its Group and Community
The Director said that the main objective of the Scheme was to

in young people, instil a sense of civie

Division.
promote socizl consciousness 1in
and to encourage them to take part in community gervices.

responsibility in them,
"Through this Scheme, young people can apply their skills and
are of benefit

knowledge to make plans for, and participate in, activities that
to the coumunity.

"Moreover, it is through actual participation that young people will
§ g I young I

find their role in the community and appreciate the various social problems."
In the Exhibition, 38 projects are displayed, including programues
for the

for the handicapped, projects for the elderly, recreational activities

rojects initiated and promoted by the

=4

children and services for rural people.
¥r. Lee said that the theme of the Exhibition was to show members of

the public the various community service
/ALl the seess

young people.
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1111 the projeots displayed herve are designed and mounted by the
youngsters themselves," he saic.

The Director felt that young people, provided with the right

opportunities and proper guidance, would be able to realise their ideals,

develop their potentials and at the same time make contributions to the

community.

"MEET THE MEDIA" SESSION

Vote to Editors: A “Meet the Media" session will be held at 4 p.m.

on Wednesday (April 14).

The Acting Director of legal Aid, Mr, T.L. von Pokorny,
will attend the meeting which will take place in the s
Theatre on the fifth fleoor of Beaconsfield House,

You are cordially invited to send your representatives to
cover the meeting. Television crews are advised to
arrive early so that they will have ample time to set up

their equipment.
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP CAMP CORGANISED FUR SUMMER HOLIDAY
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Summer will soon be with us and plans have been formulated once
again to help young people make the best use of their leisure time while on
vacation.

As in the past six years, the Social Welfare Department, together
with the British Forces, has lined up a camping trip to help develop, the
character, self-reliance and leadership qualities of selected participants
in order that they may be better equipped to serve the community.

This year, two residential camps providing good opportunities for
youngsters to learn a variety of leadership skills will be organised.

The camps, lasting three weeks each, will be held at the Royal
Force, Kai Tak, from June 27 to July 17 and from July 25 to August i,
are for youngsters, both boys and girls, aged between 18 and 25. There
be 120 participants for each camp. Applications are now being accepted
those interested in joinging the course.

Application forms are available at the Social Welfare Department's
Youth Work Unit, Central Post Offices Building, Top Floor, 405 Nathan Road,
Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon (Tel. 3884111 Ext. 334). The closing date for
applications is May 7.

Participants will be chosen by an interview panel comprising
representatives from the Social Welfare Department, the British Forces and
voluntary orgenisations. Selections will be made on the basis of command of
English, experience in youth work, knowledge of locial affairs and physique.
A medical examination, a physical fitness test and a swimming test are also

required.
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Apart from fun and games, the camp will offer a ccomprehensive
programme to develop skill, common sense, physical fitness, initiative and
confidence.
Subjects to be covered in the camp will include expeditiobn,

canoeing, map-rezding, physical activities, rock climbing and leadership training.

A certificate will be awarded to those who participate in all the activities

in the course.

The British Forces are mainly responsible for the administrative
and instructional sides of the course while the Sociel Welfare Department
handles recruitment, lizison with participants and follow-up action such as

reasearch and assessment.




HONG KONG HOUSING AUTHORITY BHEEEERZEZA S

stions Section of tihe Housing Departuent is

office at 10 Middle Road to the new Housing Authority
next to O0i Man Estate later this month.
removal , the section will
to Wednesdey (April 21).
normal service in the new

is 101 Princess Margaret

number will be 0502123-4. Correspondence may also be

Kowloon City Post Office.
The Housing Authority Secretariat and the various di
have hiterto been accommodated in offi

Road, and 5an Po Kong.

be centralised under one roof
iy to enable the department
Heanwhile, Housing Department architects
touches to the 21-storey building situated in the he
Divisions and Sections of the Housing Department will
take up offices in the headquarters building from next mont]
should be completed towards to end of the month.
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