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ANALYSIS OF LAST MONTH’S RAINFALL DATA
¥ %K % % %

THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY HAS CARRIED OUT A MORE COMPLETE
ANALYSIS OF THE RAINFALL DATA RELATING TO TROPICAL STORM ELLEN
WHICH BYPASSED HONG KONG IN THE SECOND HALF OF AUGUST.

AS A RESULT, THREE GRAPHS SHOWING THE AREA AND TIME
DISTRIBUTION OF RAINFALL AND THE RAINFALL BROUGHT BY THIS AND
TWO OTHER MAJOR STORMS IN THE PAST TEN YEARS HAVE BEEN
PREPARED,

AT THE SAME TIME, A DETAILED TECHNICAL STUDY OF THE
SYNOPTIC AND DYNAMICAL ASPECTS OF THE STORM IS ALSO UNDER
PREPARATION.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY SAID THAT THE
DISASTROUS LANDSLIP AT SAU MAU PING AND THE WIDESPREAD FLOOD ING
THAT OCCURRED IN THE WAKE OF TROPICAL STORM ELLEN LAST MONTH
GAVE RISE TO PUBLIC CONCERN ABOUT THE EFFECT OF HEAVY RAIN ON
SOIL SLOPES.

DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS, HE SAID, THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY
RECEIVED A NUMBER OF ENQUIRIES FROM PEOPLE CONCERNED ABOUT THE
DISTRIBUTION OF THE RAINFALL BROUGHT BY TROPICAL STORM ELLEN.,

ACCORD ING TO THE ANALYSIS, THE SPOKESMAN SAID, MORE
RAIN WAS RECORDED ON HIGH GROUND AND THE WETTEST AREA WAS
LOCATED NEAR MA ON SHAN WITH A TOTAL RAINFALL OF ABOUT 700 MM.

+FROM THIS AREA, A BELT OF HEAVY RAINFALL STRETCHED
SOUTHWARDS ACROSS SAU MAU PING AND THE KOWLOON BAY TO THE TYTAM
RESERVOIR ON HONG KONG ISLAND,+ HE SAID, +THIS BELT COVERED
MOST OF THE URBAN AREAS IN KOWLOON AND THE EASTERN PART OF
HONG KONG ISLAND WHERE THE TOTAL RAINFALL RECORDED WAS IN
EXCESS OF 550 MM, +

THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT MUCH LESS RAIN FELL OVER
THE NORTHWESTERN PART OF THE NEW TERRITORIES AND TO THE EAST
OF HONG KONG [ISLAND.

+THE THREE=-DAY RAINFALL (AUGUST 24-26) WAS ONLY 251 MM
AT TATHONG POINT LIGHTHOUSE AND 266.1 MM AT NIM WAN TO THE
NORTHWEST OF CASTLE PEAK, THESE REPRESENT LESS THAN 40 PER CENT
OF THE MAXIMUM RAINFALL RECORDED NEAR MA ON SHAN,+ HE ADDED.

THE SPOKESMAN COMPARED THE MAXIMUM AMOUNTS OF RAINFALL FOR
VAR |OUS DURATIONS WITH THOSE RAINSTORMS IN 1966 AND 1972,

FOR DURATIONS OF 12 HOURS AND OVER, HE SAID, THE MAXIMUM
RA INFALL AMOUNTS RECORDED DURING TROPICAL STORM ELLEN WERE
GREATER THAN THOSE IN 1966 AND 1972,

HOWEVER, WHEN SHORTER DURATIONS WERE CONSIDERED, THE 1966
AND 1972 RAINSTORMS WERE CONSIDERABLY WETTER.

THE HIGHEST ONE-HOUR RAINFALL EVER RECORDED, HE POINTED
OUT, OCCURRED IN 1966 WITH THE AMOUNT DOUBLE THAT OF 1976.

FOLLOWING 1S A TABLE SHOWING THE MAXIMUM RAINFALL AMOUNTS
RECORDED AT THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY FOR VARIQUS DURATIONS WITH
THE CORRESPOND ING FIGURES RECORDED DURING THE HEAVY RAINSTORMS
IN 1966 AND 1972, THE HIGHEST FIGURES EVER RECORDED SINCE
RECORD BEGAN IN 1884 ARE ALSO INCLUDED.




1976
1972
1966

1-HOUR
515
98.7

108.2

6-HOURS

"168.6
193.8
318.8

e

TUESDAY,

-

MAX IMUM RAINFALL (MM)

12-HOURS
292.1
219.8

340.0

24=HOURS
416.2
280.1

401.2

SEPTEMBER 21,

1976

HIGHEST ON

RECORD
DATE

108,2

12 JUNE
1966

430.6

19 JULY
1926

526.7

12 JULY
1926

697.1

30 MAY
1889

1889

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT ALTHOUGH TROPICAL STORM ELLEN BROUGHT
PROLONGED PERIODS OF HEAVY RAIN, IT WAS NOT THE WETTEST RA INSTORM
ON RECORD.

TURNING TO TIME DISTRIBUTION OF RAINFALL, HE SAID THAT
THERE WERE TWO PERIODS OF PARTICULARLY HEAVY RAIN —- ONE BETWEEN
11 P.M. ON AUGUST 24 AND 3 A.M, ON AUGUST 25 AND THE OTHER
BETWEEN 7 A.M. AND 10 A.M. ON AUGUST 25.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT ONE INTERESTING FEATURE WAS THAT
THE RAIN STOPPED ABRUPTLY AT ALL FOUR STATIONS - ROYAL
OBSERVATORY, KING’S PARK, KAI TAK AIRPORT AND TATE’S CAIRN = AND
THE LANDSL IP AT SAU MAU PING OCCURRED SHORTLY BEFORE THE VERY
HEAVY RAIN CAME TO STOP. THIS FEATURE WAS ALSO OBSERVED IN THE
1966 AND 1972 RAINSTORMS.

ON DURATIONS OF RAINFALL, THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT THE
1972 RAINSTORM LASTED LONGER THAN THE ONES IN 1966 AND 1976,

HOWEVER, ALL THE THREE STORMS PRODUCED VERY SIMILAR AMOUNTS
OF RAIQFALL IN THE FIRST 48 HOURS - FROM 420 MM IN 1972 TO 510 MM
IN 1976.
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OVERSEAS EXPERT ARRIVES TO INVESTIGATE SAU MAU PING LANDSL IDE
¥ % ¥ * ¥

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, MR. WILLIAM BELL, SAID TODAY
THAT THE SECOND OF THE FOUR OVERSEAS EXPERTS TO JOIN THE SAU MAU
PING LANDSLIDE INVESTIGATION HAD NOW ARRIVED IN HONG KONG, AND
THE REMAINING TWO WERE EXPECTED HERE BY THE END OF THE WEEK.

THE LATEST ARRIVAL IS PROFESSOR NORBERT MORGENSTERN OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA.

MR. BELL SAID PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN HAD COME TO HONG KONG
DIRECT FROM A LECTURE TOUR IN ALASKA, WHERE HE WAS ALSO ENGAGED
AS A CONSULTANT ON THE HUGE PIPELINE PROJECT TO LINK ALASKA AND
THE UNITED STATES.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN HAD UNDERTAKEN EXTENSIVE STUDY OF
SOIL MECHANICS AT IMPERIAL COLLEGE, LONDON AND WAS A WORLD
RECOGN ISED EXPERT ON ENGINEERING AND SOIL PROBLEMS.

WORK ING WITH A PROFESSOR FROM LONDON, HE HAD DEVELOPED A
THEORY AND COMPUTER PROGRAMME FOR ESTIMATING THE STABILITY OF
SLOPES UNDER VARIOUS CONDITIONS.

LAST YEAR HE HAD PRESENTED A PAPER ENTITLED +STABILITY
OF SLOPES IN RESIDUAL SOILS+ TO THE 5TH PAN AMERICAN CONFERENGCE
ON SOIL MECHANICS AND FOUNDATION ENGINEERING AT BUENOS AIRES,

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN WAS MET AT KAl TAK BY SENIOR
REPRESENTATIVES OF BINNIES AND PARTNERS, THE P.W.D. CONSULTANTS
INVESTIGATING THE SAU MAU PING LANDSL IDE.

MR. BELL SAID THE TWO OTHER OVERSEAS EXPERTS EXPECTED TO
ARRIVE IN HONG KONG THIS WEEK TO JOIN THE INVESTIGATION WERE
MR. BRIAN RICHARDS, PRINCIPAL RESEARCH SCIENTIST WITH AUSTRALIA’S
COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION=
AND PROFESSOR VICTOR DE MELLO OF THE SAN CARLOS SCHOOL OF
ENG INEERING AT BRAZIL'S SAO PAULO UNIVERSITY.

ALL THE EXPERTS, WOULD, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, BE BRIEFED
AND ASKED FOR THEIR COMMENTS ON THE LINES OF BINNIES’
INVESTIGATION INTO THE LANDSL IDE, AND PROPOSED REMEDIAL MEASURES.

AFTER THEIR INITIAL CONSULTATIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS, THE
OVERSEAS EXPERTS WOULD PROBABLY LEAVE HONG KONG TO DEAL WITH
THE IR OTHER COMMITMENTS, AND THEN RETURN TO HONG KONG TO
EVALUATE AND DRAW CONCLUSIONS FROM THE EXHAUSTIVE SERIES OF
TESTS BEING UNDERTAKEN ON THE SLOPES.

THE FIRST OF THE OVERSEAS EXPERTS WHO ARRIVED IN HONG KONG,
PROFESSOR JOHN KNILL, PROFESSOR OF ENGINEERING GEOLOGY AT
IMPER IAL COLLEGE, LONDON, WHO CAME TO HONG KONG ON SEPTEMBER 9,
HAS LEFT TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE IN TEHERAN, AND |S EXPECTED TO

RETURN NEXT MONTH,
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APPRENTICESHIP ORDINANCE 197¢
® % X X X

THZ COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR, MR, IAN PRICE, TODAY
REMINDED ALL EMPLOYERS TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS OF APPRENTICESHIP
WITH THEIR YOUNG WORKERS AGED BETWEEN 14 AND 18 YEARS ENGAGED
N ANY OF THE 23 TRADES DESIGNATED UNDER THE APPRENTICESHIP
ORD INANCE WITHIN 60 DAYS.

THE APPRENTICESHIP ORDINANCE WHICH CAME INTO OPERATION
ON JULY 19 GAVE EFFECT TO COVER THE 23 DESIGNATED TRADES

YESTERDAY.

_ “F@R. : SAID THAT ALL THE CONTRACTS OF APPRENTICESHIP
IN DES IGNAT RADES SHOULD BE RcGISTERED WITH THE LABOUR
DEPARTMENT WITHIN 14 DAYS AFTER EXECUTION.

FAILURE TO DO SO MAY RENDER AN EMPLOYER LIABLE TO
PROSECUT ION, HKE ADDED,

+HOWEVER,+ MR, PRICE SAID, +THIS STEP WOULD NOT EE
NECESSARY IF A YOUNG PZRSON POSSESSES A CERTIFICATE OF
COMPLETION OF APPRENTICESHIP IN THE TRADE IN WHICH HE |
EMPLOYED IF AN EMPLOYER HAS BEEN EXEMPTED FROM THE PROV
OF THE ORDINANCE,+

S
I

S IONS

EXEMPTION WOULD NORMALLY BE GRANTED IF THE COMMISS IONER
IS SATISFIED THAT THE YOUNG PERSON HAS UNDERGONE SUFF ICIENT
TRAINING IN THAT TRADE.

MR. PrICE POINTED OUT THAT ALL CONTRACTS COF APPRENTICESHIP
g?ﬁT Bt IN THE SPECIFIED FORM OR IN A FORM SUBSTANTIALLY
| ILAR.

COPIES OF THE SPECIFIED CONTRACT FORM ARE OBTAINABLE FREE
OF CHARGE FROM THE APPRENTICESHIP DIVISION OF THE LABOUR
DEPARTMENT AT 99 QUEENSWAY, HONG KONG.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF EMPLOYERS THE 23 DESIGNATED TRADES ARE
REPEATED HEREWITH : VEHICLE MECHANIC, VEHIGLE ELECTRICIAN,
VEHICLE PANEL BEATER/BODY BUILDER, VEHICLE PAINTER,
CONSTRUCT ION PLANT MECHANIC, CLOTHING MACHINE MECHANIC,
KNITTING MACHINE MECHANIC, ELECTRICAL FITTER, ELECTRICAL
APPL IANCES SERVICE MECHANIC, CABLE JOINTER (POWER), OVERHEAD
LINESMAN, LIFT ELECTRICIAN, LIFT MECHANIC, REFRIGERATION/A IR
COND ITION ING MECHANIC, RADIO/TV MECHANIC, MOULD AND DIE MAKER
AND REPAIRER, PRINTING MACHINE OPERATOR (LETTER PRESS),
PRINTING COMPOS ITOR, PROCESS CAMERA OPERATOR, LITHO OFFSET
PLATE-MAKER, PRINTING MACHINE OPERATOR (L ITHO OFFSET),

BOOKE INDER, AND TEXTILE MECHANIC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, EMPLOYERS ARE ADVISED TO CONTACT
THE APPRENTICESHIP DIVISION £ITHER IN PERSON OR BY TELEPHONE
AT 5-282523, EXTENSION 89.

---—D.n----
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LAl KING AREA IN N.T,., GETS WATER SUPPLY
* % % *

TAP WATER CAME TO THE DEVELOPING LAl KING AREA IN THE
NEW TERRITORIES TODAY WHEN THE RETIRING DIRECTOR OF WATER SUPPLIES

MR. BILL KNIGHT, PUSHED A BUTTON BRINGING A NEW WATER SUPPLY
SCHEME INTO OPERATION

HEME, WHICH IICLUDES A PUMPING STATION AND FRESH
' ATER SERVICE RESERVOIRS, WAS SPECIALLY DESIGNED EBY
..“.'. S WATER aU“PLIES DEPAQTFENT TO SERVE FUTURE RESIDEN
GH LEVEL LAl CHI KOK RIDGE AND LAl KING HEADLAND ARE
|

-
H 3
BEING DEVEZLOPED FOR PUBLIC HOUSING.

Kl
Lk ]
B
A

w3 MILLION, THE SCHEME WAS COMPLETED A FEW WEEKS AGD
wELL AHEAD OF THE NEW LAl YIU EbTHTE WHOSE 20,000 TENANTS WILL
BE THE FIRST TO BENEFIT FROM THE NEW SUPPLY.

THE :ST&TL IS NOW NEARING COMPLETION AND THE FIRST TENANTS
ARE EXPECTZD TO MOVE IN BY DECEMBER.

OPENING THE MNEW SUPPLY SYSTEM, MR, KNIGHT SAID ITS
COMPLETION MARKED ANOTHER MILESTONE IN THE GOVERKMENT'S
EFFORTS TO EXTEND THE SUPPLY OF POTABLE WATER IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES,

AE SAID IT HAD BEEN NECESSARY TC BUILD THE PUMPING STATIO
AND THE TWO SERVICE RESERVOIRS BECAUSE THE DEVE LOPMENT AREA WAS
TOC HIGH TO BE REACHED BY WATER FROM EXISTING SYSTEMS

+w|TH THIS NEW SCHEME, RESIDENTS OF LAl YIU AS WELL AS

THOSE OF “TﬁCR ﬁO““iha bSTAT:S AND INSTITUTIONS TO EE DEVELOPED IN

THIS AREA, CAN NOW BE ASSURED OF A WHOLESOME AND ADEQUATE SUPPLY
OF WATZR FOR THEIR NEEDS,+ SAID MR. KNIGHT.

HE SAID THE RESIDENTS WOULD BE RECEIVING THEIR SUPPLY

IRECTLY FROM THE NEW FRESH WATER SERVICE RESERVOIR WHICH WO

b: FED WITH HATER PUMPED FROM THE EXISTING TRUNK MAINS BELOW
WHICA CONNECT WITH THE TSUEN WAN TREATMENT WORKS.

o™

CONSTRUCTION WORK ON THE SCHEME BEGAN IN MARCH LAST YLAF
AND WAS CARRIED QUT BY THE SUN SUN CONSTRUCTION CCMPANY
THE CVERALL SUPERVISION OF THE P.W.D.’S WATERWORKS OFF ICE MFI».
SUPPL IED AND INSTALLED THE PUMPING EQUIPMENT.

SH WATER SERVICE RESERVOIR HAS A TOTAL CAPACITY CF
LITRES., THE PUMPING STATION HOUSES TWO ELECTRIC
ACH WITH AN OUTPUT OF NINE MILLION LITRES PER DAY.

LIO

S,
THE SALT WATER SERVICE RESERVOIR, WHICH WILL PROVIDE

WATER SUPPLY TO THE AREA, HAS A CAPACITY OF 0.7 MILLION

MR. KNIGHT SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED
SUCH AN IMPORTANT WATER SCHEME ON THE EVE OE AlS R
MONTH AFTER 25 YEZARS WITH THE PUBLIC WOCRKS DEPARTM

HE CONGRATULATED THE CONTRACTCRS AND THE
SUPPL IES DEPARTMENT rOE COFPLETFHG THE SCHEME
THAT THE FUTURE RES E AREA )
REGULAR SUPPL IES ::F‘wc .CVING IN,

MR. KNIGHT ALSC THANKED THE STAFF OF THE TSUEN WAN
OFF ICE FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE
LAND REQUIRED. _

o A Y e S
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N.T. SUPERMARKET SITE SOLD
FOR $960,000
* * %

A SUBSIDIARY OF THE ASIA PROVISIONS CO., LTD, TODAY PAID
NEARLY $1 MILLION FOR A SUPERMARKET SITE AT THE RAPIDLY=DEVELOPING
SILVERSTRAND BEACH AREA.

THE LOT WAS SOLD TO THE ASIA PROPERTY COMPANY FOR $960,000
AFTER STRONG BIDDING AT AN AUCTION CONDUCTED BY THE SENIOR ESTATE
SURVEYOR OF THE SA| KUNG DISTRICT, MR, DEREK DEAR,

BIDDING STARTED AT $300,000.

THE 9,000 SQUARE-FCQOT SITE IS IN SILVERSTRAND BEACH ROAD OFF
CLEARWATER BAY ROAD IN THE HEART OF THE MUSHROOMING RESIDENTIAL AREAS

OF SILVERSTRAND NORTH AND SOUTH,

THE SITE HAS BEEN EARMARKED BY THE NEW TERRITORIES
ADMINISTRATION FOR A GROUND FLOOR SUPERMARKET WITH COMMERCIAL
PREMISES ABOVE.

A SUPERMARKET ON THE SITE WOULD SERVE NOT ONLY THE IMMEDIATE
SILVERSTRAND BEACH AREA BUT OTHER NEARBY RESIDENTIAL AREAS SUCH
AS TA KWU LING AND PAN LONG WAN, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE ADMINISTRATION

SAID.

--"'-O"'""-"

WATER CUT
¥ %k X X

A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN SHEUNG WAN DISTRICT ON HONG KONG
ISLAND WILL BE WITHOUT FRESH WATER FOR FIVE HOURS STARTING
FROM 1 A.M. ON THURSDAY (SEPTEMBER 23) TO ENAELE WATERWORKS
OFF ICE STAFF TO CARRY OUT A NIGHT LEAKAGE TEST.

EMISES ARE BOUNDED BY POSSESSION STREET,
LOWER LASCAR ROW, LADDER STREET, CIRCULAR PATHWAY, GOUGH
STREET, MEE LUN STREET, HOLLYWOOD ROAD, INCLUDING A CHUNG
LANE, WA LANE, CHEUNG HING STREET, SA| STREET, TUNG STREET,
BETWEEN HOLLYWOOD ROAD AND LOWER LASCAR ROW, UPPER LASCAR ROW,
SHING WONG STREET, SHIN HING STREET, ON WO LANE AND CHUK LIN LANE.

THE AFFECTED PR
l
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DIRECTOR OF HOME AFFAIRS TO VISIT HOME FOR THE AGED
¥ % % % %

NOTE TO EDITORS:

THE DIRECTOR OF HOME AFFAIRS, MR. JOHN WALDEN, WILL TAKE
CLOSER LOOK AT THE SERVICES FOR THE AGED OFFERED BY THE DAVID
TRENCH HOME FOR THE AGED AT BRICK HILL, ABERDEEN, ON THURSDAY
(SEPTEMBER 23) AT 11 A.M,

THE INSTITUTION WAS BUILT BY THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS
WHICH IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS MANAGEMENT, OCCUPYING AN AREA
OF 47,930 SQ. FT., IT CAN ACCOMMODATE MORE THAN 200 ELDERLY PEOPLE
OF ?GTH SEXES WHO ONLY HAVE TO PAY A NCMINAL FEE OF $90 EACH PER
MONTH.

IT COMPRISES THREE BLOCKS, ONE OF WHICH [S SPECIALLY DESIGNED
AS THE SPECIAL CARE AND ATTENTION HOME FOR THE SENILE AGED.
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING CHESS GAMES, GATHERINGS AND
INTEREST GROUPS ARE ARRANGED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE INMATES.

DURING THE VISIT, MR, WALDEN WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY
DR. CHARM HOI-SANG, CHAIRMAN OF TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS=
MR. WILLIAM YAPP, CITY DISTRICT OFFICER (SOUTHERN)=
MR. WILSON CHEUNG, MR. CHING=WAI| MA, DR, CHOW HAK-WING,
VICE CHAIRMEN= MR. CHOW KWOK-=CHUEN, MR. RAYMOND YEE BONG TANG,
MR, CHAN KUEN, MR, CHAN JANG=YOA, MR. CHOW DING=MING,
MR. SIU MING, DIRECTORS.

HE WILL TOUR ROUND THE PREMISES AND INSPECT THt FACILITIES
FOR THE INMATES.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
TO COVER THE EVENT.

====0== ==
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