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SAFETY OFF ICERS FOR CONSTRUCTION WORK PLANNED
* % ¥ % X

SHOULD LEGISLATION ON COMPULSORY EMPLOYMENT OF INDUSTRIAL
SAFETY OFF ICERS BE ENACTED, IT WOULD PROBABLY BE APPLIED TO THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY FIRST BECAUSE IT IS THE MOST HAZARDOUS,

SPEAK ING AT THE LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE BUILDING CONTRACTORS®
ASSOCIATION TODAY (MONDAY), THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR,
MR DAVID LIN, SAID THAT THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY
EE APPLIED TO OTHER INDUSTRIES WHERE THE NEED WAS EVIDENT.

HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
LEGISLATION, HONG KONG WOULD EXPERIENCE WHAT HAD BEEN ACHIEVED IN
SINGAPORE WHERE SAFETY PERFORMANCE ON A NATIONAL BASIS HAD IMPROVED
SIGNIF ICANTLY SINCE THE COMING INTO EFFECT IN 1976 OF A LAW
EEQUIRIQG A NUMBER OF TRADES TO EMPLOY FULL OR PART=TIME SAFETY

F ICERS.

+1T 1S HOPED THAT THE SITUATION IN HONG KONG WILL IMPROVE
SIMILARLY AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION,+
HE ADDED.

MR LIN SAID THAT LOCAL INDUSTRIAL ESTABL ISHMENTS INCLUD ING
CONSTRUCTION SITES ALREADY EMPLOYING SAFETY OFF ICERS ARE GENERALLY
MAINTAINING A HIGH STANDARD OF SAFETY PERFORMANCE WITH A LOW
ACC IDENT RATE.

EARLIER, MR LIN POINTED OUT THAT ACCIDENTS ON CONTRUCT ION
SITES, BOTH FATAL AND NON-FATAL, CONSTITUTED 38 PER CENT OF THE
ANNUAL TOTAL OF ACCIDENTS IN ALL INDUSTRIES IN 1980.

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE KILLED IN ACCIDENTS ON CONSTRUCTION SITES
ALONE LAST YEAR GREATLY OUT-NUMBERED THE FATALITIES IN ALL OTHER
INDUSTRIES IN HONG KONG.

HOWEVER, STUDIES SHOWED THAT MANY OF THESE ACCIDENTS COULD
HAVE BEEN PREVENTED HAD THE BUILDING CONTRACTORS EXERCISED STRICTER
SUPERVISION OF THEIR CONSTRUCTION SITES AND PROVIDED ADEQUATE AND
PROPER SAFEGUARDS.

WORK ING AT HEIGHT SEEMED TO POSE THE GREATEST RISK TO
CONSTRUCT ION WORKERS, MR LIN CONTINUED.

IN 1980 THERE WERE 34 DEATHS AS A RESULT OF FALLS FROM
HE IGHTS, REPRESENTING 39 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL FATAL ACCIDENTS
OCCURR ING IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.

TO AVOID THESE ACCIDENTS, OPEN PITS, FLOOR EDGES, OPENINGS,
WORK ING PLATFORMS AND OTHER DANGEROUS PLACES OF BUILDINGS UNDER
CONSTRUCT ION SHOULD BE SECURELY FENCED OR, IN SITUATIONS WHERE
FENCING 1S NOT POSSIBLE, SAFETY BELTS SHOULD BE USED BY WORKERS AT
HE IGHTS.

TO ATTRACT ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM, THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT
HAS PUBL ISHED ONE POSTER ON THE DANGER OF +FALL OF PERSONS+ AND
THREE OTHERS ON THE USE OF SAFETY BELTS, ALL OF WHICH MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE INDUSTRIAL SAFETY TRAINING CENTRE.
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MR LIN POINTED OUT THAT THE MAXIMUM FINE FOR FAILING TO
PROVIDE ADEQUATE AND PROPER SAFEGUARDS AGAINST FALL OF PERSONS
FROM SKIP HOISTS AND WORKING PLATFORMS HAD BEEN RAISED FROM
$10 000 TO $50 00O SINCE LAST APRIL.

THE INCREASED MAX IMUM WAS THE RESULT OF A GENERAL REVISION
OF THE LEVEL OF FINES UNDER THE CONSTRUCTION SITES (SAFETY)
REGULATIONS AIMING AT PROVIDING A MORE EFFECTIVE DETERRENT TO
BUILD ING CONTRACTORS WHO DID NOT GIVE THE CONSIDERATION TO SAFETY
AT WORK, HE EXPLAINED.

LABOUR RELAT IONS WORKSHOP OPENS
* % % %

LACK OF OPEN-MINDEDNESS, A COMMUNICATION GAP AND UNSOUND
MANAGEMENT STYLES AND PRACTICES ARE THE MAJOR CAUSES OF LABOUR
DISPUTES IN HONG KONG.

THIS WAS STATED BY ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISS IONER FOR LABOUR,
MR DONALD S.T. CHAN, AT THE OPENING OF THE SECOND LABOUR RELATIONS
WORKSHOP AT QUEEN EL IZABETH STADIUM TODAY (MONDAY).

THE WORKSHOP IS THE SECOND IN A SERIES OF ACTIVITIES
ORGANISED BY THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT AS PART OF A YEAR-LONG PROJECT
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME.

THE PROUJECT AIMS AT PROVIDING TRAINING TO PERSONNEL MANAGERS
AND TRADE UNION LEADERS ON LABOUR RELATIONS AND RELATED SUBJECTS
TO STRENGTHEN THE SYSTEM OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN HONG KONG.

IN HIS OPENING REMARKS, MR CHAN SAID THE TwWO SIDES OF
INDUSTRY = MANAGEMENT AND LABOUR - HAVE AN IMPORTANT AREA OF MUTUAL
INTEREST, THAT IS, PROSPERITY FOR THE ENTERPRISE. BUT MANY
EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES HAVE LOST SIGHT OF THIS COMMON INTEREST IN
THE PURSUIT OF THE IR SEPARATE INTERESTS.

HE SAID THAT THEY SHOULD BE WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE IR COMMON
GOOD INSTEAD OF TRYING TO EXCEL AT THE OTHER’S EXPENSE.

MR CHAN WENT ON TO SAY THAT A COMMUNICATION GAP EXISTS
BETWEEN MANAGEMENT AND LABOUR BECAUSE, AMONG OTHER REASONS, TRADE
UNIONS ARE STILL LARGELY NOT RECOGNISED BY THE EMPLOYERS AND
THAT ONLY SOME 30 BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS ARE KNOWN TO BE OPERATING
FORMAL JOINT CONSULTATION.

IN THE FACE OF THIS COMMUNICATION GAP, MANY EMPLOYERS AND
WORKERS +SEE THE JUSTICE OF THEIR VIEW TOO CLEARLY AND PERHAPS TOO
CLOSELY THAT THEY HAVE BECOME IMPERIOUS TO THE LEGITIMACY OF THE
OTHER'S POINTS OF VIEW+, HE NOTED,

MR CHAN URGED EMPLOYERS TO ADOPT MANAGEMENT STYLES CONDUCIVE
TO GOOD LABOUR RELATIONS AND AN OPEN-DOOR POLICY IN STAFF MATTERS=
TO ESTABLISH CLEAR AND SIMPLE TwO=wAY CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION
AND TO ENCOURAGE AND UTILISE STAFF PARTICIPATION IN MATTERS THAT
AFFECT THE IR WELL-BE ING.

/SPEAKING ALS
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SPEAK ING ALSO AT THE OPENING SESSION WERE MR NG SEK-HONG,
A LECTURER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF
HONG KONG, AND LABOUR OFF ICER CHOW TUNG=SHAN.

MR NG SPOKE ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IN HONG KONG, WHILE
M@ CHOW ON EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS AND THE EMPLOYMENT ORD INANCE.

THE WORKSHOP'S THREE OTHER EVENING SESSIONS WILL BE HELD ON
THE MONDAY OF THE FOLLOWING THREE WEEKS.

SPEAKERS AT THE OTHER SESSIONS WILL BE MR GILBERT Y.Y. WONG,
ANOTHER LECTURER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES, MR ERIC
LI, PRESIDING OFF ICER OF THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL, MR WILLIAM F.K. CHAN,
REMUNERAT ION ANALYST, HUTCHISON WHAMPOA LTD., MR JAMES C.K. YEUNG,
SENIOR LABOUR OFF ICER, AND MRS ANITA W.B. SIN, LABOUR OFF ICER.

- = meom () m == -

MANPOWER SURVEY OF INSURANCE F IRMS STARTS
% % % %

THE HONG KONG TRAINING COUNCIL TODAY (MONDAY) BEGAN A
MANPOWER SURVEY OF ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES, BROKERS AND AGENTS.

PLANNED BY THE INSURANCE TRAINING BOARD OF THE HONG KONG
TRAINING COUNCIL, THE SURVEY IS DUE TO BE COMPLETED ON JUNE 19.

QUEST IONNA IRES, EXPLANATORY NOTES AND A DESCRIPTION OF
PRINCIPAL JOBS IN THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY WERE SENT TO ALL
INSURANCE COMPANIES, BROKERS AND AGENTS.

OFF ICERS OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT WILL VISIT
THESE ESTABL ISHMENTS DURING THE SURVEY PERIOD TO ANSWER QUESTIONS
AND ASSIST IN COMPLETING THE QUEST IONNAIRES.

INFORMATION IS BEING SOUGHT ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE BEING
EMPLOYED, FORECASTS OF ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES, PERIOD OF TRAINING
FOR EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PERSONNEL AND TRAINING MATTERS.

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, MR ANTHONY KAN, SAID THAT THE
INFORMAT ION COLLECTED WOULD BE HANDLED IN STRICT CONF IDENCE AND
wOULD BE PUBL ISHED IN STATISTICAL SUMMARIES ONLY, WITHOUT
REFERENCE TO ANY INDIVIDUAL ESTABL ISHMENT.

THE INFORMAT ION REQUIRED FROM THE SURVEY WAS IMPORTANT FOR
FORMULATING TRAINING PLANS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE BUSINESS,

Mk KAN SAID,

. T 0 U
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AUTOPAY OFFER TO SOLVE RATEPAYERS®’ WORRIES
* % *

RATEPAYERS WILL BE ABLE TO SETTLE THEIR QUARTERLY RATES BY
AUTOPAY AS FROM NEXT MONTH, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE TREASURY ANNOUNCED
TODAY (MONDAY).

+THIS WILL PUT AN END TO THEIR WORRIES ABOUT HAVING TO QUEUE
UP TO PAY RATES OR FORGETTING TO PAY THEM ON TIME,+ HE SAID.

+ANYONE WHO HAS A CURRENT OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH ANY
LICENSED BANK IN HONG KONG CAN MAKE USE OF THIS SERVICE. ALL HE
HAS TO DO IS TO FILL IN A DIRECT DEBIT AUTHORISATION FORM, +
HE SAID.

THESE FORMS MAY NOW BE OBTAINED IN PERSON FROM ANY TREASURY
COLLECTION OFFICE, BY WRITING TO DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING SERVICES,
P.0. BOX 8 000, HONG KONG OR BY TELEPHONING 5-221394, 5-258845 OR
5=-232741. COMPLETED FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
TO THE TREASURY AS INDICATED IN THE FORM.

AS THE AUTOPAY APPLICATIONS TAKE TIME TO PROCESS, RATEPAYERS
ARE ADVISED TO CONTINUE TO PAY THEIR RATES IN THE USUAL WAY UNTIL
THEY SEE THE WORDS 'PAYMENT BY AUTOPAY AS AUTHORISED® PRINTED
IN THE BOX ON THE LOWER LEFT-HAND CORNER OF THEIR DEMAND NOTES.

THE SPOKESMAN STRESSED THAT IF THERE IS ANY CHANGE IN THE
DESCRIPTION OF THE RATEPAYER'S NAME OR DELETION OF A RATING
ASSESSMENT OF A TENEMENT, THE PREVIOUS DIRECT DEBIT AUTHORISATION
IN RESPECT OF THE SAME TENEMENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY BECOME INVALID,

+THE RATEPAYER MUST, IN THIS CASE, FILL IN ANOTHER DIRECT
DEBIT AUTHORISATION FORM AND SUBMIT IT TO THE TREASURY,+ HE SAID.

-——nc=-—----

REPULSE BAY ROAD PUEL IC TRANSPORT PRIORITY SCHEME
* X % % %

B S E WILL
THE REPULSE BAY ROAD PUBL IC TRANSPORT PRIORITY SCHEME W
BE RE-INTRODUCED THIS SUMMER WITH THREE MINOR CHANGES.

ANNOUNC ING THIS TODAY (MONDAY), A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT >
SPOKESMAN SAID THE SCHEME WOULD OPERATE ON FINE SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC

HOL IDAYS FROM JUNE 14.

+THE FIRST CHANGE IS THAT THE SECTION OF WONG CHUK HANG ?OAE
BETWEEN NAM FUNG ROAD AND THE WESTERN ARM OF SHOUSON HILL ROAD
WILL REMAIN OPEN TO TWO-WAY TRAFFIC,+ HE SAID.

+THIS WILL PROVIDE DIRECT ACCESS FOR M?TORISTS HEAD ING FOR
SHOUSON HILL ROAD FROM WONG CHUK HANG AND ABERDEEN.

+BUT IT WILL NOT PROVIDE A SHORT-CUT TO REPULSE BAY FROM
JONG CHUK HANG ROAD BECAUSE THERE IS NO DIRECT ACCESS TO REPULSE
EAY FROM SHOUSON HILL ROAD.
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+THE SECOND CHANGE IS THAT MOTORISTS TRAVELL ING FROM THE
HONG KONG CRICKET CLUB ON WONG NAI CHUNG GAP ROAD WILL BE PERMITTED
TO USE THE WONG NAI CHUNG GAP ROAD ROUNDABOUT TO GET TO HAPPY
VALLEY, CAUSEWAY BAY OR CENTRAL.

+HOWEVER, NO DIRECT ACCESS WILL BE AVAILAELE FROM WONG NA |
CHUNG GAP ROAD TO BLACK'S LINK.

+THE THIRD, AND FINAL, CHANGE IS THAT THE SCHEME WILL OPERATE
FROM 2 PM TO 7 PM INSTEAD OF FROM 2 PM TO 8 PM.+

THE SPOKESMAN RECALLED THAT WHEN STARTED LAST SUMMER THE
SCHEME ENABLED FRANCHISED BUSES AND PUBLIC L IGHT BUSES TO COPE MORE
EFF ICIENTLY WITH THE THOUSANDS OF COMMUTERS SEEKING PUBLIC
TRANSPORT FROM REPULSE BAY TO CENTRAL ON HOL IDAY AFTERNOONS BY
ALMOST HALVING OVERALL JOURNEY TIMES.

+LAST YEAR, THE AVERAGE ROUND-TRIP JOURNEY TIME FOR BUSES
TRAVELL ING BETWEEN REPULSE BAY AND CENTRAL DROPPED TO ONLY 70
MINUTES, COMPARED WITH TWO-AND-A-HALF HOURS BEFORE THE SCHEME WAS
INTRODUCED,+ HE SAID.

+IN ADDITION, THE ONE-WAY SYSTEM OF TRAFF IC ALONG ISLAND ROAD
AND A SECTION OF WONG CHUK HANG ROAD ENABLED OTHER VEHICLES TO
PROCEED SMOOTHLY, +

THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC COMING
FROM ISLAND ROAD WAS EXPECTED TO IMPROVE FURTHER ON JUNE 14 WITH
THE OPENING OF A NEW ACCESS ROAD JOINING WONG CHUK HANE ROAD (EAST)
WITH NAM FUNG ROAD.

+PEOPLE LIVING ALONG THE BUS-ONLY SECTION OF REPULSE BAY ROAD
wILL BE ALLOWED TO USE THE BUS LANE WHEN TRAVELLING NORTH FROM
THE IR RESIDENCES,+ HE SAID.

+HOWEVER, IF THEY ARE COMING FROM REPULSE BAY, THEY WILL
HAVE TO OBSERVE THE DIVERSION ALONG ISLAND ROAD AND NAM FUNG ROAD.+

THE SPOKESMAN EMPHAS ISED THAT THE SCHEME WOULD ONLY OPERATE
ON FINE SUNDAYS AND PUBL IC HOL IDAYS WHEN LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE
ARE AT REPULSE BAY BEACH.

+RAD |0 ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MADE AS NECESSARY,+ HE SAID.
+BUT PEOPLE VISITING REPULSE BAY ON THESE DAYS SHOULD AVOID USING
THE IR CARS AND TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE IMPROVED PUBL IC TRANSPORT
SERVICES RESULTING FROM THE SCHEME.+

s N T
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CONTRACT FOR SHA TIN RESERVOIR SIGNED
* k%

A THREE=-MILL ION DOLLAR CONTRACT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A
FRESH WATER SERVICE RESERVOIR AT PAI TAU HANG IN SHA TIN
NEW TOWN, WAS SIGNED TODAY (MONDAY) BY MR LEE GUN=CHEUNG, CHIEF
ENG INEER (CONSTRUCTION) OF THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT AND A
REPRESENTATIVE OF SANG LEE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED.

THE RESERVOIR WILL HAVE A STORAGE CAPACITY OF 1 000 CUBIC
METRES, AND wiLL FORM PART OF A PROJECT TO SUPPLY WATER TO HIGH
LEVEL AREAS IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE NEW TOWN.

WORK ON THE CONTRACT WILL START THIS WEEK AND TAKE ABOUT
15 MONTHS TO COMPLETE.

MORE RECLAIMED LAND FOR TAIl PO
o AR

ANOTHER NINE HECTARES OF LAND WIiLL BE RECLAIMED UNDER THE
TAl PO NEwW TOWN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME.

A $37-MILLION CONTRACT FOR THE WORK WAS AWARDED TODAY (MONDAY)

BY THE TAIl PO AND FANLING NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT OFF ICE OF THE PUBLIC
NORKS DEPARTMENT.,

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE OFF ICE SAID THAT THE RECLAMATION, NEXT
TO THE HONG KONG INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WOULD PROVIDE LAND FOR AN
cXTENSION OF THE TAIl PO SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS TO COPE WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT IN THE NEW TOWN.

WORK ON THE CONTRACT WILL START NEXT WEEK AND TAKE ABOUT
12 MONTHS TO COMPLETE.




MONDAY, JUNE 8, 1981

MORE SPORTS EVENTS PLANNED FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
* % % X %

wINNERS OF FIVE SPORTS EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE NEW TERRITORIES
SCHOOLS SPORTS ASSOCIATION (YUEN LONG) WERE TODAY (MONDAY)
PRESENTED WITH PRIZES BY THE DISTRICT OFF ICER, MR FUNG KWOK=KEUNG,
AT YUEN LONG TOWN HALL.

MORE THAN 800 CHILDREN FROM 42 LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS TOOK
PART IN THE COMPETITIONS IN TABLE-TENNIS, BADMINTON, SOCCER,
VOLLEY BALL AND BASKETBALL.

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOCIATION, MR CHEUNG KWAI=LUNG, SAID
THE COMPETITIONS ARE HELD EVERY YEAR, WITH FUNDS PROVIDED BY THE
EDUCAT ION DEPARTMENT.

IF THERE ARE SUITABLE VENUES, IT IS HOPED THAT OTHER SPORTS
LIKE TENNIS AND SWIMMING, AND POSSIBLY WOMEN’3 SOCCER, WILL BE
HELD IN THE FUTURE, HE SAID.

THE NEW TERRITORIES SCHOOLS SPORTS ASSOCIATION, SET UP IN
1954, NOW HAS THREE SECONDARY AND 11 PRIMARY SCHOOL BRANCHES.

ALSO OFF ICIATING AT TODAY'S CEREMONY WAS THE CHAIRMAN OF POK
Ol HOSPITAL, MR LAl KAM=-MAN,

B i e s =

DOUBLE TREAT FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE
* % % X%

ELDERLY PEOPLE IN HONG KONG RECEIVED A DOUBLE TREAT THIS
AF TERNOON WHEN THEY MET FILM AND TELEVISION ACTRESS FUNG PO PO
AND RECEIVED $30-LAISEES IN THE CUSTOMARY RED PACKETS FROM HER.

MISS FUNG HANDED OUT 470 OF THE PACKETS THIS AFTERNOON, AND
WILL BE CONTINUING HER VISITS TO NEARLY 40 HOMES FOR THE AGED ALL
OVER HONG KONG FOR THE REST SF THE WEEK, TO GIVE OUT SOME $140 030
DONATED BY PHILANTHROPIST SIR SHIU-KIN TANG IN CELEBRATION OF
HIS RECENT BIRTHDAY TO NEARLY & 600 PEOPLE,

ACCOMPANIED BY SIR SHIU=-KIN, HIMSELF, MRS EVELYN DOE,

ASS ISTANT DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, AND MRS C.B. CHIU, WIFE OF
A FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE PO LEUNG KUK, MISS FUNG PO PO STARTED
THE DAY WITH A VISIT TO THE DAVID TRENCH HOME FOR THE AGED AT
ABERDEEN. SHE THEN WENT ON TO ST. MARY'S HOME IN WONG CHUK HANG
AND THE SALVATION ARMY WOMEN’S SHELTER IN WAN CHAI. DURING HER
VISITS, SHE DEVOTED A LOT OF TIME TO CHATTING WITH THE ELDERLY
PEOPLE.

THE BALANCE OF THE MONEY DONATED FOR THE LAISEE DISTRIBUTION,
WILL BE SPENT ON OTHER WELFARE PROJECTS. SIR SHIU KIN IS FOUNDER
OF THE TANG SHIU=K IN=HQO TIM CHARITAELE FUND ADMINISTERED EBY THE
SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT, WITH THE DIRECTOR OF SCCIAL WELFARE
ACTING AS THE TRUSTEE.






