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PLANS TO EXPAND WELFARE SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY
X X% X *

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MR SELWYN ALLEYNE, SAID
TODAY 17 OLD PEOPLE’'S CARE AND ATTENTION HOMES WERE UNDER ACTIVE
PLANNING WHICH, IF PROVIDED ON SCHEDULE, WOULD OVERTAKE THE
PLANNING TARGET BY THE MID-1980°S.

THIS PLANNED PROVISION WOULD HAVE A GREAT IMPACT IN CLEARING
THE PRESENT WAITING LIST AND RESOLVING THE PROBLEM OF OLD PEOPLE
LEFT IN HOSPITALS, HE SAID.

MR ALLEYNE WAS OUTLINING SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS DISCUSSED
AND AGREED DURING A RECENT REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME PLAN ON SERVICES
FOR THE ELDERLY, WHEN HE SPOKE AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE DIOCESAN WELFARE COUNCIL THIS EVENING.

THE REVIEW WAS CARRIED OUT BY A COMMITTEE COMPR IS ING
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR, HE
SAID.

LISTING THE MAJOR PROPOSALS OF THE REVIEW, HE SAID 10 CARE
AND ATTENTION HOMES WITH ABOUT 1 400 PLACES WOULD BECOME OPERATIONAL
IN 1982-83, AND A FURTHER SIX HOMES WITH ABOUT 900 PLACES IN
1983-84.

+EVEN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE HIGH LEVELS OF IMMIGRATION IN
RECENT YEARS, THIS PROVISION, IF ACHIEVED ON SCHEDULE, WILL TAKE
US OVER THE PLANNING TARGET OF FOUR PLACES PER 1 000 PEOPLE AGED
€0 AND OVER,+ HE SAID.

IN THE AREA OF OLD PEOPLE’S HOMES AND HOSTELS WITH MEALS
SECTIONS, MR ALLEYNE SAID THE EXISTING PROVISION OF 3 000 PLACES
IN 28 HOMES OF BOTH TYPES WAS EXPECTED TO DOUBLE BY 1985-86 AS
ANOTHER 40 HOMES WOULD COME INTO OPERATION.

AS WITH CARE AND ATTENTION HOMES, HE ADDED, THE PEAK YEARS
ARE LIKELY TO BE 1982-83 AND 1983-84, IN WHICH A TOTAL OF 1 800
PLACES ARE PLANNED.

+WHEN THESE ARE PROVIDED, WE SHALL BE ONLY 120 PLACES FROM OUR
TARGET, SO | THINK IT IS SAFE TO SAY THAT, HERE TOO, WE WILL BE
ABLE TO ACHIEVE OUR PRESENT TARGETS BY THE MID=1980"S,+ HE SAID.

ON MULTI=-SERVICE CENTRES, THE DIRECTOR SAID THAT ALTHOUGH
THE 1979 SOCIAL WELFARE WHITE PAPER INDICATED 17 WOULD BE REQUIRED,
IT WAS AGREED THAT EXTRA CENTRES WOULD BE PROVIDED IN THOSE
DISTRICTS WITH A GENERAL POPULATION OF 500 000 OR MORE.

AT PRESENT, HE SAID, THERE ARE SIX OF THESE DISTRICTS -
KWUN TUNG, WONG TAI SIN, KOWLOON CITY, SHAM SHUI PO, TSUEN WAN
AND THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF HONG KONG ISLAND.

AS REGARDS HOME HELP SERVICE, HE SAID A UNIFIED SYSTEM WAS
PROPOSED TO CATER FOR ALL IN NEED - THE ELDERLY, THE DISABLED AND
THOSE WITH OTHER SOCIAL PROBLEMS = ON A DISTRICT BASIS IN ORDER TO
AVOID DUPL ICATION.

HOWEVER, HE SAID, THE ELDERLY PEOPLE I[N NEED OF THIS SERVICE
WOULD BENEF IT FROM THE FASTER EXPANSION THAT WAS PROPOSED UNDER
THE UNIF IED SYSTEM.

JiN THE .,...
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IN THE AREA OF DAY CARE CENTRES, MR ALLEYNE SAID AN EVALUATION
WAS BEING CARRIED OUT OF THE TwO EXPERIHENThL CENTRES SET UP LAST
YEAR.

HE SAID |IT WAS PROPOSED THAT THE SERVICE SHOULD BE EXPANDED
IF THE RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION WERE SATISFACTORY, AND ALREADY
FOUR PREMISES HAD BEEN PROVISIONALLY EARMARKED FOR ADDITIONAL
CENTRES.

ON SOCIAL CENTRES, HE SAID IT WAS PROPOSED TO AIM AT PROVIDING
FEWER BUT LARGER AND BETTER STAFFED CENTRES, AS EXPERIENCE HAD
SHOWN THE PRESENT POLICY WAS NOT VERY SATISFACTORY.

THIS MEANS INCREASING THE SIZE OF EACH CENTRE FROM 97 SQUARE
METRES TO 169 SQUARE METRES WITH THE PROVISION OF ONE EXTRA SOCIAL
WORKER, WHILE REDUCING THE PLANNING RATIO TO ONE FOR EVERY
30 000 POPULATION, HE SAID.

MR ALLEYNE ALSO MENTIONED THE INTRODUCTION BY THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY OF A SEPARATE QUOTA FOR ELDERLY APPLICANTS ON THE WAITING
LIST FOR PUBLIC HOUSING.

THIS HAS BEEN SET AT AN INITIAL ANNUAL LEVEL OF 300 UNITS
PROVIDING ACCOMMODATION FOR ABOUT 900 OLD PEOPLE, AND THE HOUSING
AUTHOR ITY HAS AGREED TO KEEP THE SIZE OF THE QUOTA UNDER REVIEW
IN THE LIGHT OF THE SIZE OF THE WAITING LIST, HE SAID.

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS ALSO APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE AN
EXTENDED PROGRAMME FOR PROVIDING HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION IN PUBLIC
HOUSING, AND IN FUTURE A HOSTEL WITH ABOUT 150 PLACES WILL BE
PROVIDED IN EACH ESTATE THAT HAS 3 00O OR MORE HOUSING UNITS, HE
ADDED.

HE SAID IT WAS PROBABLE THAT ABOUT AN EXTRA 5 000 HOSTEL
PLACES WOULD BE PROVIDED BETWEEN NOW AND 1989, IN ADDITION TO THE
1 625 THAT WOULD BE IN EXISTENCE BY MARCH 1981.

THE DIRECTOR PQINTED OUT THAT THE REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME
PLAN HAD BEEN A MOST VALUABLE EXERCISE, AND HAD PROVIDED AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR STAFF FROM VARIOUS GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND THE
VOLUNTARY SECTOR TO WORK TOGETHER TO REVIEW THE ADEQUACY OF THE
SERVICES BEING PROVIDED, AND OF THOSE UNDER PLANNING, AND TO RETHINK
THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND THESE SERVICES.

THE OVERALL CONCLUSION, HE SAID, HAS BEEN THAT THE POLICIES
LAID DOWN IN THE WHITE PAPER ARE ON THE RIGHT LINES WITH ONLY MINOR
ADJUSTMENTS, AND THERE HAVE BEEN NO DISAGREEMENTS OF ANY SIGNIF ICANCE
WHICH BEAR WITNESS TO THE HEALTH AND STRENGTH OF THE RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR.

HE SAID IT WAS INTENDED THAT THE NEXT REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME
PLAN SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN 1982 WHEN HOPEFULLY MORE INFORMATION
WOULD BE AVAILABLE FROM THE 1981 CENSUS AND FROM A RESEARCH PROJECT
BE ING CARRIED OUT BY THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG.

THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 1980 REVIEW WILL EE MONITORED BY
A NEW STANDING COMMITTEE, WHICH WILL BE REPRESENTED BY GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF A
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT
SECRETARIAT, HE SAID.
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PILOT CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRES PUT TO THE FIRE
* % % % % %

CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRES CONTAINING PERSONAL DATA ON MEMBERS
OF SOME 21 00O HOUSEHOLDS WERE BURNT TO ASHES THIS MORNING AT
THE KENNEDY TOWN INCINERATOR UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF CENSUS
AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT STAFF,

THESE QUESTIONNAIRES WERE OBTAINED FROM THE PILOT MAR INE
CENSUS AND THE PILOT LAND CENSUS CONDUCTED IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH
THIS YEAR. THE PILOT CENSUSES WERE CONDUCTED TO PAVE THE WAY
FERTTHE MAIN POPULATION CENSUS TO BE TAKEN IN FEBRUARY - MARCH
NEXT YEAR.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT EXPLAINED THAT UNDER THE
CENSUS AND STATISTICS ORDINANCE, INDIVIDUAL INFORMATION SUPPL IED
TO THE DEPARTMENT WOULD BE TREATED AS HIGHLY CONF IDENTIAL AND
ALL QUESTIONNAIRES CONTAINING PERSONAL PARTICULARS HAD TO BE
DESTROYED WITHIN ONE YEAR AFTER THE CENSUS.

HE STRESSED AGAIN THAT - WHILE CONDUCTING A CENSUS, STEPS
WOULD BE TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT THE STRICTEST SECRECY WAS
MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT.

+PERSONAL DATA WILL NEVER BE DISCLOSED TO ANY OTHER
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OR PRIVATE ORGANISATION AND ALL CENSUS
OFF ICERS ARE UNDER AN OATH OF SECRECY NOT TO DISCLOSE SUCH
INFORMATION,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

+THE BURNING OF THESE QUESTIONNAIRES IS TO REASSURE THE
PUBL IC AND TO DISPEL ANY ANXIETY THEY MAY HAVE OVER THEIR USE,+
HE SAID.

AS WITH THOSE IN THE PILOT CENSUSES, THE QUESTIONNAIRES TO
BE COMPLETED IN THE COMING MAIN CENSUS WILL BE DESTROYED WITHIN
12 MONTHS AFTERWARDS.

THE DATA COLLECTED WILL BE PROCESSED BY COMPUTER AND NO
PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION SUCH AS NAME AND ADDRESS IS KEPT. RESULTS
OF THE CENSUS WILL BE PUBL ISHED ONLY IN AGGREGATED FORM, AND
NC PERSONAL PARTICULARS ARE DISPLAYED.

IN VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS 1981 CENSUS, THE SPOKESMAN
CALLED ON THE PUBLIC TO GIVE FULL AND ACCURATE ANSWERS TO THE
CENSUS OFF ICERS AND ASSURED THEM THAT ALL INFORMATION THEY GIVE
WILL BE HANDLED IN STRICT CONF IDENCE.
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SOCIAL WELFARE DIRECTOR IMPRESSED BY CARITAS WORK
¥ % ¥k K X X

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MR SELWYN ALLEYNE WAS
IMPRESSED BY THE CARITAS’ WELFARE WORK FOR THE YOUNG, THE
DISABLED AND DRUG ADDICTS DURING HIS VISIT TO TWO OF ITS WELFARE
INSTITUTIONS THIS AFTERNOON.

ACCOMPANIED BY THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, MRS EVELYN DOE,
MR ALLEYNE WENT ON AN INSPECTION TOUR OF THE CARITAS LOK HEEP
CLUB IN WAN CHA| AND THE CARITAS MULTI-SERVICE CENTRE AT CAINE

ROAD.

HE WAS BRIEFED ON THE DAILY OPERATIONS OF THE INSTITUTIONS
BY THE PRESIDENT OF CARITAS, THE REV FR FRANCIS LERDA, AND THE
LOK HEEP CLUB CHAIRMAN, MR FRANCIS YANG.

THE CLUB HELPS TO REHABILITATE DRUG ADDICTS AND EX-ADDICTS
THROUGH CASEWORK COUNSELL ING, GROUP SERVICE AND VOLUNTEER WORK.

IT ALSO SERVES AS A YOUTH CENTRE WHERE MEMBERS CAN DROP IN
T0 JOIN SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.

AT THE CARITAS MULTI-SERVICE CENTRE, MR ALLEYNE SHOWED KEEN
INTEREST IN AN INTEGRATED APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMME UNDER WHICH
ABLE-BODIED AND DISABLED PERSONS WERE TRAINED TOGETHER IN
PRINTING, CARPENTRY AND MAINTENANCE OF HOME APPLIANCES.

THE CENTRE PROVIDES A VARIETY OF SERVICES INCLUDING CHILD
CARE, SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH, OUTREACHING YOUTH WORK
AND FAMILY SERVICES.

402 TRADE UNIONS UNDER REGISTRATION IN 1979-80
¥ % *

ALTOGETHER 402 TRADE UNIONS WERE REGISTERED WITH THE REGISTRAR
OF TRADE UNIONS BETWEEN APRIL 1, 1979 AND MARCH 31, 1980.

THE TOTAL COMPRISED 345 EMPLOYEES’ UNIONS, 41 ASSOCIATIONS
OF EMPLOYERS, 15 MIXED ORGANISATIONS OF EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS
AND ONE TRADE UNION FEDERATION.

IN ADDITION, THERE WAS A TOTAL OF 368 SUBSIDIARY UNDERTAK ING
OF TRADE UNIONS AS COMPARED WITH 361 IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR. g
THESE COMPR ISED 77 BRANCHES, FIVE SCHOOLS, 41 CLINICS AND 245
BUSINESS UNDERTAK INGS.

DURING THE YEAR, 17 NEW UNIONS WERE REGISTERED AND SiX
UNIONS WERE DE-REGISTERED - ONE AT ITS OwWN REQUEST, ONE BY
DISSOLUTION AND FOUR FOR HAVING BEEN AMALGAMATED.

OF THE 17 NEW UNIONS REGISTERED, 15 WERE FORMED BY CIVIL
SERVANTS.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

LADY MACLEHOSE TO OPEN EXTENSION OF SOCIAL SERVICE CENTRE
* % % %

LADY MACLEHOSE WILL OFFICIALLY OPEN THE NEW EXTENSION OF THE
SHENG KUNG HUI LADY MACLEHOSE CENTRE IN KWAI CHUNG ON WEDNESDAY
(DECEMBER 10).

IT IS THE ONLY COMMUNITY CENTRE IN THE DISTRICT PROVIDING
A MULTITUDE OF SERVICES -- RANGING FROM GROUP WORK TO INDUSTRIAL
SOC |AL WORK, AND CATERING TO NEW-BORN BABIES AS WELL AS THE ELDERLY.

THE NEW EXTENSION WILL HAVE FACILITIES FOR A SOCIAL CENTRE
FOR THE ELDERLY AND A DAY CRECHE AND NURSERY FOR CHILDREN FROM
THREE MONTHS TO FIVE YEARS OLD.

THE OPENING CEREMONY WILL TAKE PLACE AT 6 PM AT THE CENTRE
AT 22 WO Y| HOP ROAD, NORTH KWA| CHUNG.

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE WELCOME TO COVER THE CEREMONY.
LADY MACLEHOSE IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE AT 5.40 PM,

Y R

LIFE GUARDS COMMENDED
k % X X X

SECRETARY FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES, MR DAVID AKERS-JONES,
TODAY HIGHLY COMMENDED ALL LIFE GUARDS WHO HAD PERFORMED DUTIES
ON HOL IDAYS AND WHO, IN THE COURSE OF THEIR DUTY, HAD CARRIED
OUT RESCUES.

MR AKERS~JONES WAS SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
AND CERTIF ICATES TO MEMBERS OF THE NEW TERRITORIES BRANCH OF
HONG KONG L IFE GUARD CLUB.

THE HONG KONG LIFE GUARD CLUB HAS A LONG HISTORY OF SERVICE
TO THE COMMUNITY, HE SAID.

+MEMBERS OF THE NEW TERRITORIES BRANCH, BY VOLUNTARY DUTIES
AT BEACHES OUTSIDE THE URBAN AREA AND ON THE ISLANDS, ARE ON
HAND TO SAVE LIVES AND GIVE HELP IN ANY EMERGENCY, AND BY THEIR
PRESENCE REASSURE ALL SWIMMERS AT THESE BEACHES.+

THE NEW TERRITORIES BRANCH HAD A SHORT HISTORY OF EIGHT
YEARS. MEMBERSHIP WAS GROWING AND THE RECORDS SHOWED WHAT A
GREAT DEAL HAD BEEN DONE FOR THE PUBLIC.

IN PARTICULAR, THE NEW CENTURY LIFE SAVING CLUB WHICH IS
AFF ILIATED TO THE BRANCH HAD RENDERED OUTSTANDING SERVICE ON
NEW TERRITORIES BEACHES IN 1980, COMPLETING 223 DUTIES.

ANOTHER, THE FLYING DRAGON LIFE GUARD CLUB HAD THE GREATEST
NUMBER OF MEMBERS ON DUTY DURING THE YEAR AND THE NEa TERRITORIES
BRANCH HAD DECIDED TO HONOUR EOTH GROUPS IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR
DEDICATION AND SERVICE.

/+WE HAVE
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+WE HAVE ALSO SEVERAL LIFE GUARDS WHO HAVE MADE SPLENDID
INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS WHILE ON DUTY, AND THESE COME FROM YOUR
HONORARY LIFE GUARDS, THE URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT LIFE GUARDS
AND FROM THE AUXILIARY MEDICAL SERVICE,+ MR AKERS-JONES SAID.

THE HONG KONG LIFE GUARD CLUB, A VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION
FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT, THE ROYAL HONG KONG JOCKEY CLUB AND
PRIVATE DONATIONS WAS SET UP 20 YEARS AGO TO PROMOTE WATER SAFETY.

AT PRESENT, IT HAS 8 000 VOLUNTEER MEMBERS IN THE. URBAN
AREA AND 1 000 IN THE NEw TERRITORIES.

BESIDES DEPLOYING VOLUNTEER LIFE GUARDS AT VARIQUS BEACHES,
THE CLUB ALSO ORGANISES TRAINING PROGRAMMES ON SWIMMING, LIFE
RESCUING AND CANOEING WITH THE URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT AND
THE RECREATION AND SPORT SERVICE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

AT TODAY’S CEREMONY, THE FLYING DRAGON LIFE GUARD CLUB AND
THE NEwW CENTURY LIFE SAVING CLUB WERE AWARDED THE SPECIAL WATER
SAFETY AWARD.

FOURTEEN MEMBERS RECE IVED VALUABLE SERVICE AWARDS WHILE 29
MEMBERS WERE PRESENTED WITH THE HONG KONG RESCUE STAR.

AL Ve

NOTE TO EDITORS:

LADY CATER TO VISIT COMMUNITY CHEST MEMBER AGENCIES
x % % %

LADY CATER, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMUNITY CHEST OF HONG KONG,
WILL VISIT THREE OF ITS MEMBER AGENCIES IN KOWLOON ON WEDNESDAY

(DECEMBER 10).

THE DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE COMMUNITY CHEST,
MR G.A. HENDERSON, WILL ACCOMPANY LADY CATER ON THE VISITS TO THE
EVANGEL CHILDREN’S HOME AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD ADVICE-ACTION
COUNCIL IN WONG TAI SIN AND TO THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG

AT LOK FU ESTATE.

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER LADY CATER’S
VISITS ON WEDNESDAY. THE TIME OF THE VISITS AND THE ADDRESSES
OF THE AGENCIES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

% EVANGEL CHILDREN'S HOME: 120 SHATIN PASS ROAD,
WONG TAI SIN (2.30 PM - 3.10 PM).

% NEIGHBOURHOOD ADVICE-ACTION COUNCIL:
CHUN YAN STREET, WONG TAI SIN
(3.20 PM = 4,15 PM).

¥ THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG:
45, BLOCK 13, GROUND FLOOR,
LOK FU ESTATE (4.25 PM = 5 PM)

----D----n
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SIX LUNAR NEW YEAR FAIRS IN THE NEW TERRITORIES
¥ % % X X %

LUNAR NEW YEAR FAIRS WILL BE HELD IN SIX DISTRICTS OF THE NEW
EEEEITORIES, AND SOME 780 STALLS WILL BE PUT UP FOR PUBLIC AUCTION

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES SERVICES DEPARTMENT SAID
TODAY THE FAIRS WOULD BE HELD BETWEEN JANUARY 29 AND FEBRUARY 5 TO
COINCIDE WITH THE LUNAR YEAR END CELEBRATIONS.

+THIS YEAR, KWAI CHUNG AND TUEN MUN RESIDENTS WILL HAVE THEIR
CWN FAIR FOR THE FIRST TIME, AT THE KWAI CHUNG PLAYGROUND AND AT THE
TUEN MUN SAN HUI PLAYGROUND,+ SAID THE SPOKESMAN.

OTHER FAIRS WILL BE HELD AT SHEK WU HUI PLAYGROUND IN SHEUNG
SHUI, YUEN LONG SPORTS GROUND, TAIl PO TEMPORARY RECREATION GROUND AT
PLOVER COVE ROAD AND SHA TSUI ROAD PLAYGROUND IN TSUEN WAN.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID DETAILS OF THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF THE STALLS
WOULD BE ANNOUNCED LATER.

o e . T

NORTH POINT BUS TERMINUS A PROHIBITED ZONE
x X X % X%

NORTH POINT FERRY BUS TERMINUS WILL BE DESIGNATED A +PROHIBITED
ZONE+ AND WILL BE CLOSED TO ALL OTHER VEHICLES FROM FRIDAY
(DECEMBER 12).

EXCEPTIONS ARE THOSE WITH WRITTEN AUTHORISATION BY THE
COMMISS IONER FOR TRANSPORT.

bt e M (e

PHOTOGRAPH OF DEPARTMENT HEAD
* % *

COPIES OF A PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPH OF MR J.M, RIDDELL-SWAN,
DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR
COLLECTION FROM GIS PRESS BOXES THIS EVENING FOR YOUR RECORD

AND EDITORIAL USE.






