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SUGGESTED CIL HEFTNERY

Petrochemicals Complex (m Inmma Island

The Consultants' report on the suggested oil refinery and
petrocilenricals plant on Lamma Jslard concludes that they can be desijpned
and operated to be comnletely acceptable environmentally nrovided there
are both ctrong protective legislation and Government control and there
is proper rionarenenta.

Amnouneing public release of the report oy the London based
consulting cuemical engineers, Cremer and Warner, a Government spokesman
emphasised that no deé¢ision had been made on whether to go ahead with
the nroponsl.

e recidents of Lamra Island have been informed of the contents

have been sent to the applicant companies, the

llonr Kong and Textile Alliance Ltd. The latter company

submitted a joint suzpgestion for a refinery-petrochemicals plant with the

TOA Oil Commamr of Japan (TAL/TOA).

"'he annlicant companies," the spokesman said, '"have now to
examine the renort and decide if they wish to submit firm proposals to the
Governnent."”

Wi eitrer of them do so," he said, "the advantages and dis-
advantames will be presented to the public in a Green Paper before a
final decinion in made by the Government."

"he consultants have made it clear," the spokesman continued,
"that they do not consider there is room to accommodate more than one

0il refinerr and one petrochemicals plant on North Lamma."

/"The full ssess




Mhe full implications
and hores of the peovle of Lamma
"and now tiat
been establishet

5

"here st also be a detailed assessment ol the fire hazards

re

and of land formation problems," the
sent covpies of the

Tn Sentember 1972, the CGovernment appointed Cremer and Warner

to advise on whicther material environmental and pollution damage would be
1ikely to result from the establishment of an oil refinery in MNc

A sumnariced form of the consultants' report was published on Oct ober 31,

1
L?

1973, in a CGovernment booklet called "An oil refinery for Lamma Island’
- g &

In +heir latest report Cremer and llarner

is uniquely the
criterion bei the close prexinity of d vter appro
0il carriers. TI involve recls

Luk Chou tan.

o

consultants also say that if the Luk Chau Van site is adopted

it will =  be most desirable to dispose of treated aqueous wastes

L

off the west &1 axK local products barge-leading harbour off

1 - s 3 1. 3
Yung Shau (Shue)
On marine risks the report says that shipping movements

LAl

cargos should be ''totally controllable', It recommends prohibitin

manufacture of caustic soda/chlorine on the site ising

/Cremer and ssses
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STATEMENT ON RICE SUPPLY SITUATICN
P

The Commerce and Industry Department todey issued the following
statement to clarify the rice supply situation, aid the functions of the
rice control schemei~
STOCK

Rice stocks of all grades are completely adequate to meet any
consumption demand in Hong Kong. There are over 74,000 tons in stock
and a- great deal more in the hands of wholesalers and retailers. Narmal

eonsumption is about 1,000 tons a day, therefore there is at least 74

days! supply in stock.

Rice is arriving in Hong Kong at a satisfactory rate and there is
no fear at the present time of any serious reauction in our stockpile and
therefore our ability to continue to meet demend.

The second quarier quotas willi be issued shortlv, Thege
ensure an adequate supply and stockpile.

PRICES

The Governmment, through DC & I, has a legal control over registered
importers which, although designed to ensure a satisfactory import and sale-
for-consumption pattern, also enables the department to have an influence on
the prices for the various grades of rice offered by importers to wholesaler:

DC & I does not have any legal control over prices at the wholesale
and retail level, although it is possiblie for the department to instruct
importers not to sell rice to any wholesaler fourd to be seriously speculating
on prices.

,’DG & I can ssvaves
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DC & I can ensure that wholesalers take delivery cf rice

purchosed from inporters, and these figures are watched very closcly to

prevent speculative stock piling by wholesalers. To this end the deportnent

is able to restriet credit offered by importers to wholesalers.

It moy be secen therefcre that the rice contrcl scheme is basically
a schene to onsure supplies of rice to neet Hong Kong's consumption demand
and is not a price control mechanism. Nevertheless, the Government has
a responsibility in a controlled system of this kind to ensure that the
interests of the general public are properly locked after and that companies
porticipating at various levels of transaction in rice sales nre not able
to manipulate the contrcl procedures for speculative purposes.

UNDERCOVER PAYMENTS

The department has been seriocusly concerned about reports of
price and supply speculation, For nany months visits by officers of
the department have been paid to importers! premises to witness sales and
to retail outlets to cxamine prices. The three main retailers! associntions
have been asked mony times to report to the department any instances of
undercover poynent demands by wholesalers or any other supply arrangenents
not considered normal or reasonable.
The department has been willing, and is willing, to investignte
such conplaint and if proved has the ability to take action against
wholesaler concerned, But it has received no co-coperation from retoilers
and the retail associations have made no complaint --= wverbal, written
or anonymous -~ to the department about what they now allege is a widespread
practice of undercover additional payments for rice deliveries from wholesalers.

/DC & 1
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DC & I hos neither heard from the wholesalers individucolly

nor through their association about any alleged failure by importers to

sell rice to them, nor have the wholesalers attempted to answer public
allegotions by retailers about undercover paymentse.

The deportment is now urgently considering further nmeasures
to ascertoin the truth of the allegations made publicly by the retailers
against wholesalers and to this end a senior officer of the department
will be meeting representatives of retailers, wholesalers and inporters

on March 6,

/7 sesanars




FULL AIKMATL RATES FOR UNAUTHORISE

etorting
aerosranne forms which do not conform to the approved
nted the conceosi
Unauthorised aerogramme forms will be subject to ful
a Post Office spokesman said, and those that do not
85 underpaid, and accordingly
to surface
The only aerogrammes eligible for the 50-cent postarc
sold by the Post Oifice or those manufactured urde:
licence
in accord
wstal Union,
The spokesman explained that all current licence h
serial number in the 100 range, and members of the public can
anproved forms by reading the number shown in the "sender's addre
of each form.
Local manufacturers were informed of the new requircnents
September 1971, and it was considered that sufficient time hard elanced
stoclis of the old forms to be used up, he added.

To avoid inconvenience and embarrassment, the st

of the public to use only approved aerogramme forms.

i N el
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OVER 39,000 CHILDREN IMMUNISED
In Firast Phase Of Anti-Polio Campaign
L2 N F 1 ] ]

The first phase of the anti-poliomyelitis campaign 1974 ended on
February 16 with 39,009 children immunised.

Announcing this today, a spokesman for the Medical and Health
Department described the total as "satisfectory."

In the last week of the campaign, 7,423 doses of the anti-poliomyelitis
vaccine were administered == 3,263 first-dose, 2,404 second-dose, and 1,756
booster-dose.

Of these, 2,293 doses were administered among children on the
Tslond, 5,233 in Kowloon, and 1,897 in the New Territories.

The first phase of the annual campaign bezan on January 2 and lasted
cix weeks.

The second phase, intended as a follow-up, will be carried out
later in the year.

Anti-poliomyelitis vaccine is available free throughout the year

at o1l the Department's maternal and child health centres, and the amnual

campaipns are "intended to remind mothera of the availability of this service,

and to take advantage of it."

Campaigns also enable maternal and child health centres to deal

with cases that do not come up during normal sessions.

————O—-—n-—
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DC & I DIRECTOR TO VISIT FACTORIES
EE 1D
The Director of Commerce and Industry, Mr. David Jordan, will be
maling a “shop-floor" tour of two factories at Aberdeen tomerrow morning
llednesday) to see manufacturing operations in progress.

He is due to arrive at 9.45 a.m. at the National Cash Register

lianufacturing Company Ltd.,55 Wong Chuk Hang Road (first and second {loor),

and will be received by the managing director, Mr. T.E. Jones.

The compeny manufactures electronic computer paris and remory cores.
it employs about 470 workers but the number is expected to increase to
more than 900 by the end of this year. The major export marketis for the
firm's products are the United States, Britain, Switzerland and Germany.

The second factory Mr. Jordan will be visiting is Casey Diamonds
T4d., 20 Viong Chuk Hang Road (first floor). He is due to arrive at 11.15 a.m.
and will be received by the managing director, Mr. Casey Liu.

The company cmploys 70 workers on the cutting and polishing of
diamonds, and its major export markets are the United States and South-east
AS5it.

TEREERE NN

lote to Editors: You are invited to have the visits covered.

Please note that the mana wgement of Casey Diamonds

Ltd. will not allow pictures to be taken in the
production areas of the factory. There is no objection,
however, to photographs being taken in the recepiion

arcas.
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FAREWELL LECTURE BY VISITING PROFESSOR

B ok e ke o ok ok ok

Irs. Helen Perlman, Professor of Social Work at the University

of Chicago, who is on a working visit to Hong Komg, will give a farewell
lecture at the Chinese Y.M.C.A &t 23 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, tomorrow
(Wednesday) «

It will begin at 6 p.m.

The title of her lecture will be "Reflections on Social Casework -
Hong Kong and U.S.A." Anyone intercoted is invited to attend.

Professor Perlman arrived in Hong Kong on December 28 last year
and has been giving lectures and heolding seminars on various aspects
of social work for both students and workcrs in the profession.

She is the author of many books on social work. The most
popular of which is "Social Cacework -- A Problem Sclving Process' that
has been translated into cight languages.

creassans

Note to Editors: You are welccmed to cover Mrs. Perlman':

lecture tomorrow.
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CONSUMER ADVISORY SERVICE

Daily Guide To Wholesale Market Prices And Supplies

Hoovasa

Tho following prices were realised today (Tuesday) ot salen
.undcr tho Nice Contxol Scheme and at thn Vogetable Marketing Organisation
Vholesale Merlet and tho TFich ”’Tl!uIH” Orgonication Wholcoale Merkot ol
Choung Sha \/an, Kowloon:

Supplies ond Vholesals Trlces _of Rice

fAvailability + Tholesalo Prieco
Geada ' of Supply ' ___($/catty)

China Rica Averago

B - B gt B -t

”
1.90

- old crop Good 2.0
[

Seo lew ;
- nei! crop

§.C.Jinn -~ old crop Good " 1.20
127 _Crop 109h

Po llgai
Chu Cho

Thas Rice

100; \holo Gocd
10-157% Brokens ' Good
A1 Super Extra

A1 Supor

Thole (lutinous

U.5. Rice

e |

" Augtralion Rioce
Paldistan Rico

T 1unn P1r0

/Supp'lics and sessace
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Supplies and ¥holesale Prices of lMarine Fish

Mvailability Vholesale Price
Species of Supply (#/catty)

T

‘Bigh  Low - Average

Golden Throed Good * 3e5 - 2e7
Big-Eyes Good e 0,8 2.0
, Squid Limited 6.0 5,0
Hair-~Tails Normal '2:8 2«0
Lizard ¥ishes Good 245

_Croalers Normal

Conper-Pike~Fals : Good

Melon Coat

Breans Scarce

Yellow Delly : ' Good

-I-Taclcr,-ro_'lq_ Good

Rod Goat JFish Linited

TFork=Tail . Good

Horase-lload Normal

}Melon Seed Limited

Pomfrets Scarce

Goroupas s Normal

Yellow Croaker

-

/Supplies and ._.-...u
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Supplies ond Wholesale Prices of

Locnlly Froduced Vegstobleg

: e Availebility Vholesele Prico
Aape, of Supply (§/catty)

Migh  Iow  Avexogo

Floworing cabboge ' Normal 1.8 0.6 e
White cabbago Normal Yo o L ORH 0.8
Clhiinoso Totiuoo Hormal, -~ _ﬂ.ﬂ 0.2 0.6
Chinese ffn.’le Normal Tt 5 1.0 ..
Spring onion o Normal 0.8 0.5
Spinach Normal 162

ator oross : Normal 1.0 0.3

Tonf muntard cabbage : Limited 0.9 0.3

Tomato Limited | P 0.6

£

Supplies srd Yholeoale Pricen of Pork (Idve weight)

Availability Tholesale Prico
of Supply . L 8/ picul)

(Average)

Normal + 300

Pty Lpo iy






