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RISING LXPORTS AWD SOLID GROWTH I"OGLCAST

T ]

The Governmor, Sir Murray l'aclLehose, said today that Hong
Kong could now look forward to a period of e¢xpanding exports and
solid growth provided "we hold our competitive cdge and our ability to
attract custom™.

He was spealking at a cercmony at Goveirnment House in which he
prescented the Governor's Award for Hong Kong Design., The competition was
organiscd by the Federation of Hong Kong Industries.

Referring to the cconomic difficulty expericnced last year,

the Covernor said: "We are £ill some way shori of complete recovery,

and we may not be looking for a return of boom conditions, but obviously
the worst of the recession is behind us,"

Sir Murray exprcesscd the hope that Hong Kong's next period of
growth would sec a greater diversification of the industries on which Hong
Kong depended.

The Government, he added, would play its part in this with

regard to land policy, provision of industrial estates, promotion of foreign

investment, and the rasid cxpansion of techniczl cducation.

Tﬁu Governor said it was clecar that the production of consumer
goods would remain Hong Kong's chief source of income for the foresccable
futurc and that the prosgerity of this industry would depend to a large
extent on a continual upgrading of quality and design.

Note to Editors:
The full text of the Governor's specuch is containcd in a

supplement to today's Daily Information Bulletin.
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EVENING COURSES SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO SIXTH FORM LAVEL

EEEEEEEE

Evening education is an integral part of "continuing educatiocn," the
Assistaent Director of liducation (Further), Mr. William Fisher-Short, said today.

He was speaking to graduates of the Evening Institute Secondary
School Course, Hong Kong English Section, at the Clementi Middle School.

He hoped that many of the graduates would be able to continue with
their education and training.

People in Hong Kong tended to think of adult education as either in
iipetrieval” or "enrichment." Mr, Fisher-Short felt that this was a rather
outdated concept.

"No matter what velidity it had in the past, the time is soon coming

when such a concept can no longer provide an adequate theoretical basis for the

conduct of adult education classes,' the Assistant Director said.

On the line of thought about "continuing educationM in evening schools.
Mr. Fisher-Short, who is leaving Hong Kong in some two months'! time on retire-
ment, voiced two personal oninions.

He said: "First, I am convinced that in the near future we should try
to extend our evening academic courses to the Sixth Form level. I am sure my
successor will consider this.

"Second, when carrying out courses te a level beyond the Hong Kong
Certificate of Education, I am convinced that we should provide not only courses
which will bring people up to the entrance standard necessary for a University
course, but also studies which re¢late ‘more directly to the needs of business,

commerce and industry.
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"Indeed I would go beyond this and say that if ever Hong Kong has an
open University systcm, or a system of external or part-time degrees, then the
evening adult education should be prepared to provide the basic facilities for
group seminers and tutorial work which are essential to any of those systems.

"Such developments are, of course, for the future but they illustrate
the emergent and evolutionary nature of an adult education system rooted in

a developing society."

Mr. Fisher-Short said there was much adult educators could do in
Hong Kong.

He said: "We have social problems with drugs, corruption, morality; we
must re-inforce our drive to civie cleanliness, public health, conservation;
femily affairs, consumer affairs, worker education merit greater concern. All
these areas are legitimate fields for the adult educator. To limit our non-
academic programmes to recreation and enrichment in the narrow sense is to deny
the public we serve an opportunity for personal and socisl development.

Adult educators, he said, were in direct contzet with the community
they served and were best placed to appreciate those ncede and to bring them
to the attention of the Government.

Note to Editors: Copies of the full text of Mr. Fisher-Short's speech in

English are distributed separately in the Press Boxes,

Government Information Services this evening.
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GOLD COINS: SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS TO BE NOTIFIED SOON
¥k kkk
Letters to applicants who were successful in the Dragon Year Gold
Coin ballot will be sent out early next weck and the chegues will be returned
to unsuccessful applicants soon after, a Government spokesman announced today.
He confirmed that there were 25,000 applieoations for 10,500 brilliant

uncirculated coins and 9,659 applications for 5,000 proof coins.
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ROAD HDRKS ON CASTLE PEAK ROs&D
P
Motorists are advised thut a section of Castle Peak Road at the 15
milestone will be made one-way, with alternating traffic flow controlled by
either traffic lights or signals, from Friday (January 16) until about the end
of March.

This is because of construction work on the new Tuen Mun Road. However

two-way traffic flow will resume during the Lunar New Year holiday period.
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The Fire Services Department today warned members of

the public to watch out for bogus firemen, especially during the

Lunar New Year period.

Alspokesman for the Department said that reports of this
nature kad been received from time to time.

In a recent case, four mén in civilian clothes went
to a school in Kowloon. They claimed to be Fire Services personncl
ard tried to gain access into the premises. However, the principal
of the school became suspicious and refused to allow them in. She
later checked with the Fire Prevention Bureau and was told that no
such visit was made on that date.

"All fire officers calling on premises are dressed in
full uniform," the spoke¢sman said. "They are issued with a numbered
warrant card and they also carry a Government identity card bearing
the holder's photograph.™

Any member of the public in the slightest doubt should
first ask to sec these cards, If they are still not safisficd, they
should telephone the Fire Services Dopartment or the Police immediately.

The spokesman pointed out that these men, having tried
on one occasion, would very likely try again and the public should
be on t eir guard,

"Apart from being criminal," he stressed, "this type

of action brings unwarrantced discredit upon the Department."
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Note to Editors:

The full text of a speech by the Colonial Secretary, Sir Denys Roberts,
at the annual dinmner of the Hong Kong Gencral Chsmber of Commerce at the Hong
Kong Club at 8 p.m. today is conteined in a supplement to the Daily Information

Bulletin.

WATAR STOPPAGE IN TSIM SHA TSUI

o ok e ok ok R
4 number of premiscs in Tsim Sha Tsui will be without water from
deMs to 6 a.m. on Friday (Januazry 16) to allow a leakage test to be carried

out.

The arca affected is bounded by Nathan Road, Sulisbury Road, Chatham

Road a2nd Mody Rc:id.
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PRESEINTATICN OF GOVERHOR'S AWARD FOR HONG KONG DESIGH
Full Text Of Governor's Speech
EEE S L B 3

The Governor, Sir Murray Maclehose, today presented award to
winners in the "Governor's Award for Hong Kong Design' competition ot o
ceremony in Government House.

The following is the full text of the Governor's cpeech at the
ecremony:

"It is a great pleasure to be able again to acknowledge the
efforts made to advance the quality of Hong Kong design and improve the
image of Hong Kong products oversesas.

"We have just expericnced a year of exceptional difficulty
and anxiety in which orders were scarce, margins had to be cut to the
bone, and recal distress was felt by many. Nevertheless, during todis period
Hong Kong re-acquired something it was in danger of losing during the
inflotion and the stock m-rket mania of 1973 and 1974 -- its hizhly
competitive edge in what matters most to Hong Kong -- its export
industry.

"During my recent absence in the United Kingdom and Amecrice. o
well-knovm figure remarked to'me that Hong Kong's manzsgement and work

I}

force Wwere so sensitive to demand, and so quick to adapt teo it, thet T
slightest puff anywhere in the world's economy would £i11 Hong Kong's
"Indeed I was impressed and encouraged by views exprecsed to me
everywhere that Hong Kong would guickly benefit from the slow recovery in
the world now beginning. I believe thi= to e true. e are still some

way short of complete recovery, and we may not be looking for a return ol
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boom conditions, but obviously the worst of the recession is beirind
us, and we can look forward to a period of expanding exports and solid
growth - provided that is to say, that we hold our competitive ecze
and our ability to attroct custom.

"I very much hope that Hong Kong's next period of growth
will sece a greater diversification of the industries on which we deper
You mey be aséured that the Go?ernm;nt will play its part in thxis with

regord to land policy, srovision of industrial estates, promotion of

foreign investment, and the rapid expansion of technical education.

"But it is clear that the produection of consumer goods will

remain Hong Kong's chief source of income for the foreseeable future
and that the prosperity of this industry will depend to a large extent

'
on a continual upgrading of quality and design. Producers of low cuality
gmoods will find it increasingly difficult to retain their share of in-
ternational merkets in the face of competition from lower labour cost
countries.

"The Industrial Design Council has sn important role to jlay
in impressing upon industry the need to use to the full the desin
skills =nd ability aveilable in Hong Kong. I am interested to h.ox
the Council is pﬁying attention to the protection of designs os ono
of encourcging originasl work. A very important innovation introduced
last yenr was the setting up af the Design Depository, where ouncrs may
lodge their original designs in order to provide prima facie evidernce

rht ownership.

"The importance of good design to the marketability of procuct
eannot be over—emphasiszd. I share Mr. Wu's distaste for bogus
aestheticé and fussiness. 1 think we still produce too many dcsigns
which are over complicated and gimmicky - but then, so do the most
advanced industrial countries - and I am glad to say that more of our
manufzeturers now understand that well designed consumer products cre coften
deceptively simple. The award winning products here today well de-

monstrote this.
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"I am hapzy to loorn that they are well wp to interaationnl

standords in torms of function, ease of use a2nd maintensncey “icclth

infsty requirements and appearance as well as marketzbility.
are all orig;inal Hong Kong designs, demonstrating the existence of
high technical skills and ercztive ability among our industrizl
designers.

"The winner of the Governor's Award this ycor is a tronsistor
rzdio = so commen a product that our electronics industry produces
thousands cach dry, vet so outstanding th-t it has beesn selected from
the numsrous entreis by the judges. It is fitting that one of our
most popular products should receive this award for it will drow the
attention of many industrislists to the fact that it is within thoir
abilitics to turn out evor better products which will enhance profil
and sales.

"Ladics ond Gentlemen, I am pleased to announce the neme of

the winncr of this rear's Governor's Awzrd. It is Bolton nLluctronic

Ltd., who h.ve won it with their transistor radio/flashlight

combin=tion. I now have ploazsure in asking the representztive of

Flectronice Ltd to comc forward to receive the trophy.’
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HONG KONG AND
RN N R

The following is the full text of the speech by the Colonial

Secretary, Sir Denys Roberts, =t the annual dinner of the Hong Kong General

Chamber of Commerce at the Hong Kong Club today (Vednesday )

ODUCTION

"T have decided to talk to you about Hong Iong's relationship
with Britain; both because it is fundamental to our existence and because
it is a frequent source of misunderstanding on both sides.
"Hong Kong's link with Britain has remained strong for over
130 years, surviving a series of dramatic changes in the political siructure

of Asia and in the international relationships of Eastern and Western countries.

the nature of Hong Kong's relationship with Britain has inevitably

In 1841 Britain was stfhug, enterorising world power, Hong Keng
ingignificant trading post. Gradually, in the last century, Britain has
mellowed, relinguished he: st ambitions and begun to adapt to
her new role a medium sized Western country and a member of the European
community. Hong Kong has grown in stature to become one of the largest
exporters in the world, a regionzl centre for commerce, banking and trade and
an economic entity which is capable in most respects of making its own way in

the world.

"Hong Kong's attitude towards Britain might heps be compared to

/a succesgful....
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no mistake about this, Hong Fong as
know it will survive only fo: as it remains under the protection

fully recognised by Britain. The

cnce more restated, wrest terms,
preserve the security end integrity of

Hong Kong.

is important that both

: its nature, the benefits
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allow disputes
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bind us

CRITICISM OF HONG IO

"Waniy of >t, from time to tine, criticisms
Kong from abroad

i m

Britain than from
lsewhere, And those which : are the

ones delivered

reformers who find some of
the ety unattractive,
ation of British media on subjects which show

poor light, such

corruption, unsatisfactory housing,
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ingufficient education o social welfare, or unpleasant working conditions
ghould not be taken ss evidence of any general malice towards us. Rather
does it show that some of the thinge of which we are ourselves not uproud
the mosgt newsworthy. It is only fair to remember that the British
ar more of their zttention to stories which reveal the
satisfactory aspects of Eritish life.
"Waturally, we do not find it easy to welcome adverse comments
ng or gocizl reformers - nor their proposals for the solution
re have been grappling for years.
"iut we should nct overlock the sense of responsibility which many
them feel towards Hong Kong. DBecause we are a dependency, the
State ig answerable to Parliament for the conduct of affairs in Hong
Kong. From this it follows that Members of Parliament have a proper and
constitutional interest in dministration.
st to you, therefore, thpt most of these critics
because they are concerned, not because they want to cause trouble
own gake., If they visit us, most of them come to learn, not to instruct;
to listen rather than to spesk. The Hong Kong Governmment encourages and

thegse vigits, firstly because we believe thet informed criticism

Teat advance on ignorant criticism tnd secondly because experience

shown that the most ardent critic leaves here with some appreciation of

ie extent to which we have overcome them
evems
"It would be foolish to deny that society suffers from
we are constantly striving to overcome. Nobody

squatter areas, who sees the conditions under which

/some workshopS....
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works and working conlitions of women and children, we heve
compulsory holidays.and si 258 benefits.
"From our general revenues we have striven, and with
provide decent medical services, and education for

population which is eight times what it was thirty years ago. We have

constructed public housing for 1% million people. Over 120,000 receive

allowances, as of right by reason of age or infirmity, or by way of
public assistance. We have committed ourselves to a series of programmes
which will greatly improve the conditions in which our people live., These

are not the actions of a callous societly.

RELATIONS WITH HMG

"In addition to the friction which may be caused by the
riticisms of press and reformers, there sre occasions when 1t may seenm
that HMG is not giving us the support, or the underst ing of our needs,

which we feel we should get. Obvious rccent examples of this ore the
reintroduction of the death penalty, the imposition of trade restraints
and the defence costs agreement.

"When Britain's interests on a particular issue are not the same
as ours, we can hardly expect that ours will prevail, though I believe
that in practice they do teceive more consideration than those of countries
which are not denendencies of Britain.

"We must not, however, hope for too much. WNo British Government,
however well disposed to Hong Kong, can afford to ignore domestic political
realities, or the finsncial =nd commercial interests of Britain.

"As he death penalty, the constitutional position is
that there is a right to petition the Queen, who acts on the advice of
Secretary of State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs. The latter is
answerable to Parliament and must therefore be .satisfied that he can defend

the advice which he has tendered to the Crown if it ig attacked in the

JHOUBE s v enns
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ADVAITAGES

T do not proposc to discuss the materizl advanta-es of our
association with Britain, save to remark thut (as you 211 lmow) it 'i-s
conferrcd, and will continue to confer, substantial finsncisl =ng
commercial advantzges on both sides.

"I should like, however, to mention briefly some of the other
benefits which we derive from it, though some of thcse con also be
argued to have indircetly contributed to our material success.

"One of the most important reasons for our prosperity is
the initistive znd cnterprise of our manufacturers, traders snd cortr reicl
leaders. These men have flourished because they know th-t, provided
thcy kept within the bounds of lawe which were liberal in origin and
humancly applied, they will not be discouraged or obstructed. They
know thzt they may spesk with complete freedom in public or in nrivote,
subjcct only to those rostrictions on sedition and libel which ooy
femmunity must aecept.

“This freedom of thought and expression is essontial to th

development of the humen spirit. It encourages an opcn sociciy in

ideas and enterprisc decvelop without constraint and in which insenuity

originality c=n flowcr.
"It is the sad lesson of other countries that the repression of

perscenel opinion lowds, sooncr or 1at ry to bad administr.tion, teo civil

B S

uarest =and ultim~tcly to violenece and insurrcetion. The British teocéition
of froodom of oxpression, which has been transplanted with such sucecuas

to Hong Kong, is perhops best illustrated by the way in which our mudi
operatcs They arc loud and insistent in their criticism of PCrEnns,

depzrtiients and institutions. In this they perform an essertinsl functien,

]

by wentilating gricvaneccs and ensuring that the territory is adpinistora

in 2 humene and ronlistie Viay .
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"Allicd to thc frecedom of specch is the indepcndence of

thouzht ond nction of thc Judicisry. Although this is 2 British concipt

i

5

of long-st-nding, it is inndequately understood or =approcicted
Many pcople find it herd to bolicve thrt Members of the Judici-:

are sorv-nts of the Crown and paid from revenucs collected by the
Governmcnt, are able to preserve a complete detachment whe ndjudic ting
betwoon the Government and a private citizen.

Yot I e~n assurc the doubters that this is indced so and thot
the administration docs not, and by long custom and tredition moy not,
try to influcnce the Courts in the way in which they denl with their
cASuE.

"There is, of course, considerable public critiecism, bacouse

Far

the courts do not inmpose sufficicntly severe sentenecs to sntisiy o

community vhich is outraged by the activities of robburs and hoolignns.

cost thst these attacks on the Judieiary illustrate thct

L=}

"1 sug
this is o honlthy socicty. It is hoalthy bocause people are arepored
to cxvress their indignntion publicly. It is healthy becausc they erc
prepored to criticisc the Judiei-sry opcnly. It is healthy becnuse
the Judicisry makes up its own mind ~s to thc cxtent to which it will
ecccpt thesce criticlsms.

"I ask mnyone who argucs that the Govermment should beo nble

to give instructions to the Judici ry, to consider what happons in
ecountriczs in which this is possible. If the administr~tion is ablc

to cnsurc the punishm:nt of those who criticisec it or who arc unpopulsr
with it, therc remnins only a very short step to autocr-cy, injusticc

and oppre
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ATTITUDE COF AVERAGE BRITON

I hove spoken of the eritiesl vicw taken of Hong Kong by souw

S

British napers, politieions:or reformers, but I like to b.li.ve thot

PR

is not typicsl of the attitude of the ﬂvﬁriga Briton, insofor as th
mythical figure hns any knowlcdge of, or intercst in, Hong Kong. 1
guess thet his feclings arc a mixture of amused affection snd admirntion.
"Perhaps he has relntives or friends who hove visited Hong
Kong, perticularly =zs memboers of the Armed Forces. They will he
him, in lsudntory terms, of the bustle, gaicty and beauty of the nplnce,
for it is rore for somcone who has been here not to have been bewitched
by 1t.
"He mz2y have becon to a Chinese restaurant in Erngland; hor

will have caten an cxtraordinary amslgam of oricntal and occidentzl

o .n

which he will hove imngined to be a Chinese meal, cven though dishes

chop sucy and chips would be unrccognisable to us.

e will h-vc met in this restaursnt, nnd probably clocowhore,
Hong Kong peoplc who have scttled in Britain. He will have discovired
that they arc, almost without cxception, courtecous, considcrnte nnd
beautifully buohoved, OFf all the immigrant communitics in Britain, tue
Chincse ~re¢ acknowledzed =5 the most hardworking, law-abiding ~nd sclf-
suffiecicnt.

HOur ~werage Briton will hnve bought a varicty of Hong Kong
produets, r-nging from shirts and shoes to plastie goods, toys ond
tronsistors. Hc will have found them to be well designed, of jood qunlity
and lowcr in pricc than theoir competitors. He no longer thinks of Hong

Kong as = plocc in which cheap and shoddy goods nre produced.

HErom sasss
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"From time to timc, he hcars criticisms of Hong Kong, some
of which ~re accuratc, some of which used to be true but are so no
longer and some of wiich are without foundation, though he will not
know into which category they fall. Some of them may make an impact

upon him and he will rcolise that Hong Kong has its flaws - o8 indocd

we all admit. But thcy will not have seriously affccted his adwmirntion

for Hong Kong ond for its remnrkable achicvements.

CONCLUSICN

‘“There is nothing rougher thon a family scusbble. The nir
rings with accusations of bias, dishonesty, stupidity and blindness.

The outsider could be forgiven for supposing that each protagonist
nourished nn intcnse nnd irreparable distaste for his closcst relntives.
But the outsider would be wrong, as he would discover very auiclly if he
were rash cnough to enter the argument himself. He would find thnt those
who had comparcd onc cnother to a selection of the lower animals (much

to the latter's advantnge) would close ranks and join together in sudden
accord to repel the intruder.

"So it hns often been with Britain. From her people we hove
received considersble criticism, some of it ill-informed or based urjon
inaccurntc nesumptions. But when danger arises Britain hns never 1cft
us unnided. When our intcrests have been threatcned, she has defended

then vigorously ngrinst ~ hostile world. We are bound together by history
and by political rc-litics. Uncasy bedfellows we may sometines be, bt

the disadvontages ~nd pinpricks arc heavily outwcighed by the benefits

which accrue sbundantly to both s=ides from the rclatonship.'






