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SATURDAY, MAY 13, 1978

REPORT ON QUARTERLY BUSINESS SURVEY
* % % *

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT HAS COMPILED A REPORT ON
QUARTERLY BUSINESS SURVEY HELD IN APRIL THIS YEAR — THE FIFTH OF
4 SERIES OF QUARTERLY SURVEYS.

IN THE SURVEY ABOUT 700 FIRMS FROM VARIOUS INDUSTRIES, FORMING
CROSS-SECTION OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, WERE ASKED ABOUT THE IR
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE IN THE FIRST QUARTER THIS YEAR AND THEIR EUSINESS
EXPECTATIONS IN THE SECOND QUARTER.

THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY SUGGESTED THAT THE MANUFACTUR ING
DIVISION, WHICH EXPERIENCED ITS USUAL LOW FIRST QUARTER, WAS
EXPECTING A CONSIDERABLE UPTURN IN BUSINESS IN THE SECOND QUARTER.

'ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPLIANCES AND SUPPLIES’ AND
'FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS® ARE THE TWO MOST ENCOURAGING SECTORS
WHICH REPORTED GOOD FIRST QUARTER PERFORMANCE AND LOOKED FORWARD
TO GOOD PROSPECTS IN THE SECOND QUARTER.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE WATCHES AND CLOCKS INDUSTRY EXPERIENC
SLOW-DOWN IN BUSINESS AFTER GOOD PERFORMANCE IN 1977 AND H&u

RVATIONS ABOUT THE IMMEDIATE PROSPECTS IN THE SECOND QUARTER.

FOR NON-MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR,
WHICH REPORTED REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS IN ALL FOUR PREVIOUS
SURVEYS, EXPECTED ITS UPTREND TO CONTINUE.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE AND RESTAURANTS REPORTED A
SATISFACTORY FIRST QUARTER, BETTER THAN ORIGINALLY EXPECTED,
BUT DUE TO SEASONAL EFFECT, A SLOW=DOWN IN THE SECOND QUARTER
PERFORMANCE IS PREDICTED.

HOTELS AND OTHER SERVICES WERE CONF IDENT OF A CONTINUATION
IN THEIR STRONG UPTREND IN BUSINESS.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT SAID
THE DATA, CBTAINED WITH A MINIMUM TIME LAG, WERE BASICALLY
INTENDED TO FACILITATE A QUICK ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC
SITUATION OF HONG KONG,

+APART FROM A LIMITED NUMBER OF QUESTICNS REQUIRING ANSWERS
IN QUANTITATIVE TERMS, THE FIRMS WERE ASKED TO COMPARE THE QUARTER
JUST PAST WITH THE PREVIOUS QUARTER AND SIMILARLY WITH THE
FORTHCOMING ONE,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

+THEY ONLY HAD TO INDICATE WHETHER, IN THE IR OPINION,
CERTAIN VARIABLE WAS UP, SAME OR DOWN,+ HE ADDE

/THE SPOKE
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IE S MAN POINTED OUT THAT IN A SURVEY OF
CONS IDERABLE R VATIONS MUST BE MADE IN THE INTERPRETATION
OF RISULTS, WAS DIFFICULT TO BLISH THE EXTENT
TH: ITSPONDEN PIICEPTICN OF THE PAST AND THE FUTURE
ACCORD> wlTH THE UNDERLYING TRENDS, AND THE SURVEY RESULTS ARE
% CEABLY AFFECTED CONSIDERABLY
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KEENER DEMAND FOR GCOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
% % X X %

+~ KEENER DEMAND |S DEVELCFING FOR uFF'CI
#HICH CONVEY INFORMATION ON A WIDE RANGE

THIS IS INDICATED EY THE INCREASE IN TH “S OF GOVERNMINT
PUBLICNTIJ“S IN LAoT FINANCIAL YEAR 1“77 ?J )R WHICH REVENUE
TOTALLED MORE THAN $5 MILLION - AN EN NCREASE OVER
THE PREVIOUS YEAR,

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAlN SAID: +THE PUBLICATIONS AVAILAELE
RANGE FROM TRADE STATISTICS AND GOVERNMENT ORDINANCES TO JZBL—
PRESENTED COLOUR BOOKLETS ON NEW TOWNS AND LEAFLETS ON COUNT
?ARK S, +

+TC BALANCE THE HZAVY READING THAT
REQUIRE wE HAVE ALSO INTRODUCED NEW BOCK:
INTEREST NATURE WHICH EXTEND PUBLIC KNOWI
KONG THAT HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED WIDE COV

THESE BOOKS ARE BEING PUBL ISHED SER
+THIS IS HONG KONG+ FOR WHICH A ST&hDARLIJE:
ILLUSTRATIONS IN FULL COLOUR, HAS BEEN DEV
SERIES ARE SC FAR AVAILABLE == ONE ON HON
THE OTHZR ON THE HISTORY OF GOVERNMENT H

A THIRD BOOK ON HONG FQNE
SPECIAL IST READERS, IS NOW BE
LATER THIS YEAR.

S"VERAL OTHER SUBJECTS
INCLUSION IN PUBLICATION I!
FORMAT IS INTENDED TO ENCOURAG
wHICH CAN BE ADDED TC AS NEW

W THR. AR
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+AT THE SAME TIME WE ARE NOT NEGLECTING OUR MAIN OBJECTIVE
TO PRODUCE PUBLICATIONS WHICH DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES,+ THE
SPOKESMAN STRESSED.

+THE HONG KONG YEAR BOOK, WHICH PUTS ON RECORD THE ADVANCES
BEING MADE ON MANY DIFFERENT FRONTS, CONTINUES TO BE OUR MAJOR
PUBLICATION, AND DEMAND FOR 1T, ESPECIALLY THE CHINESE EDITION,
IS RISING YEAR BY YEAR.

+SALES OF THE CURRENT EDITION, +HONG KONG 1978+, ARE EXPECTED
TEAREhCH A RECORD TOTAL OF AROUND 40,000 COPIES BY THE END OF THE
YEAR.+

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE OPENING OF A NEW
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, WHERE MODERN BOOKSHOP FACILITIES
ARE PROVIDED, HAS STIMULATED DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT PUBL ICATIONS.
THE CENTRE 1S ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE NEW POST OFFICE BUILDING
IN CONNAUGHT PLACE.

HE SAID: +WITH DEMAND CONTINUING TO RISE, CONSIDERATION IS
NOW BEING GIVEN TO THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF A PUBLICATIONS CENTRE

IN KOWLOON, HOWEVER, THIS WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER FUNDS CAN BE
SPARED, BEARING IN MIND THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MANY OTHER
PRIORITIES TO CONSIDER.+
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BIOLCGY TEACHERS URGED TO STIMULATE THINKING
¥ Ok K X X X

THE DEPUTY CHIEF INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, MRS. LOUISE MOK, TODAY
ENCOURAGED BIOLOGY TEACHERS TO ASK QUESTIONS BEGINNING WITH +WHY+
AND +HOW+ TO STIMULATE CRITICAL THINKING.

MRS. MOK WAS SPEAKING AT A SEMINAR AND WORKSHOP ON THE NEW
FORM 4 TO 5 BIOLOGY SYLLABUS HELD AT NORTHCOTE COLLEGE OF EDUCATICIH.

+|F PUPILS ONLY ACQUIRE THEIR KNOWLEDGE FROM BOOKS WITHOUT
ACTUAL OBSERVATION, EXPERIMENTATION AND CRITICAL THINKING, THEY
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS BEGINNING WITH *WHY* AND
'HOW’ ,+ MRS. MOK SAID.

+|N ADDITION TO THE PROVISION OF BIOLOGY CONCEPTS FOR OUR
PUPILS, BIOLOGY TEACHERS TCDAY HAVE TO MAKE THEIR PUPILS UNDE
THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF LIVING ORGANISMS AND THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LIFE AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

RSTAN

+TEACHERS ALSC MUST HELP PUPILS UNDERSTAND THE APPLICATICHK
OF BIOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE OUTSIDE THz SCHOOL AND IN THIS CHANGING
SOCIETY.

+BIOLOGY EDUCATION HAS TO NURTURE PUPILS’ ABILITY TO MAKE
ACCURATE OBSERVATION, TO THINK CRITICALLY AND SOLVE PROBLEMS
A SCIENTIFIC WAY,

+TO ACHIEVE THESE AIMS, BIOLOGY TEACHERS SHOULD USE TH
ENQUIRY APPROACH IN THEIR TEACHING AND PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR PUPILS TO DO EXPERIMENTS, TO MAKE ACCURATE OBUHPVATIJ1u
TO DISCUSS THEIR EXPERIMENTS AND TO DRAW THEIR OWN CONCLUSI

MRS, ?un ALSO EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING USE OF LOCCA
HAEITAT AND SITES FOR THE TEACHING OF BIOLOGY.
+OCEAN PARK, THc BOTANICAL AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, COUNTRY

'\_-.J—.

AND NATURE TRAILS ARE VERY SUITABLE SITES FOR FIE ELD STUDIES,

+F IELD TRIPS WERE ALSO IMPORTANT IN DEVELOPING IN PUPILS
A CC fm_dT ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CONSERVATION OF OUR NATURAL

E.'; f 'l,-.'<."- 4I.+

THE SEMINAR AND WORKSHCOP WAS ATTENDED BY 200 BIOLOGY
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